IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee
IID Boardrooms
1285 Broadway Avenue, El Centro, CA
81-600 Avenue 58, La Quinta, CA
Web Access: www.iid.com

AGENDA
Monday, December 02, 2019, 6:00 PM
NOTICE: For accommodations for persons with disabilities, please call the ECAC
Coordinator at (760) 898-1877. Notifications received 48 hours in advance of the
meeting will enable reasonable accommodations be made.

A.

CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL

B.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Statement of Procedures: This is a public meeting and the time for public comment. At
this time, you may be heard on any item not listed on the agenda and within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the committee. If you wish to address the committee, please come to the
microphone and state your name and address for the record. Comments are to be limited to three
minutes.

C.

CONSENT AGENDA

D.

C.1.

ECAC Regular Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2019
Recommend committee approval.
2019-11-4 ECAC Regular Mtg Minutes Draft.docx

C.2.

ECAC Attendance Report YTD November 2019
Recommend committee approval.
C3 - ECAC Attend Rpt YTD November 2019 Draft.xlsx

ACTION ITEM
D.1.

Selection of Officers
Recommend committee action.

D.2.

Proposed 2020 ECAC Meeting Schedule
Recommend committee approval.
For more information, please visit www.iid.com or contact:

Rosa Maria Gonzales ▪ rmgonzales@iid.com ▪ O: 760.398.5812 ▪ M: 760.898.1877

D.3.

E.

Path 42 Remedial Action Scheme - Major Work Authorization 200062, Amendment
1
Recommend board approval.
ECAC_Path42_RAS_MWA_No._200062_Amend_No._1.pptx

REPORTS AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
E.1.

Cyber Security Update
Informational item.

E.2.

Energy Efficiency Portfolio Update
Informational item.

E.3.

Public Benefits Marketing Expenditures 2019
Informational item.

F.

ENERGY DEPARTMENT GENERAL MATTERS

G.

MEMBER COMMENTS

H.

NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 6, 2020

I.

ADJOURNMENT

For more information, please visit www.iid.com or contact:

Rosa Maria Gonzales ▪ rmgonzales@iid.com ▪ O: 760.398.5812 ▪ M: 760.898.1877

Agenda Item No:C.1

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Presenter: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Minutes
Agenda Section:

Subject:
ECAC Regular Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2019
Suggested Action:
Recommend committee approval.
Attachments:
2019-11-4 ECAC Regular Mtg Minutes Draft.docx
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Staff recommends the approval of the ECAC Regular Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2019.
Financial Analysis:
None.
Background:
The proceedings of Energy Consumers Advisory Committee meetings are recorded in accordance with
Section 4.05 of the ECAC Bylaws, which states: A recording secretary appointed by the Imperial Irrigation
District will be responsible for recording the proceedings of said meetings, submitting said minutes to the
Committee for approval.

1

This page intentionally left blank.

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee
Regular Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2019

IID Boardrooms: 1285 Broadway, El Centro ▪ 81-600 Avenue 58, La Quinta

A. CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / ROLL CALL
Chairman Steven Bayard called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
The members who attended the meeting are:



La Quinta – Chairman Steven Bayard and members Phillip Bautista, Becky Broughton, William Enos and
Patricia Saleh
El Centro – Vice Chair Michael Anderson and members Gerald Gauna, Rosa Guerrero, Guillermo Hermosillo,
Eric Reyes, Haydee Rodriguez and David Salgado

Members Jacob Alvarez, Chad Cooper, Shorty Hickingbottom, Glenn Miller and Jeffrey Plourd were absent.
B. PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.
C. CONSENT AGENDA
1. ECAC Regular Meeting Minutes of October 7, 2019
Mr. Enos moved and Ms. Broughton seconded a motion to approve the ECAC Regular Meeting Minutes of
October 7, 2019. Motion carried unanimously.
2. ECAC Budget & Strategic Planning Subcommittee Minutes of October 21, 2019
Vice Chair Anderson moved and Ms. Rodriguez seconded a motion to approve the Budget & Strategic
Planning Subcommittee Minutes of October 21, 2019. Motion carried unanimously.
3. ECAC Attendance Report YTD October 2019
Ms. Broughton moved and Ms. Saleh seconded a motion to approve the ECAC Attendance Report Year-toDate October 2019. Motion carried unanimously.
D. ACTION ITEMS
1. Energy Department 2020 Proposed Operating and Capital Budgets
Ms. Belen Valenzuela, chief financial officer, briefly reviewed the highlights of the proposed Energy Department 2020
operating and capital budgets and requested the committee’s support for the budget, which would be going to the
board for approval.
Mr. Salgado inquired if the [decline] in the base rate revenues totaled $20 million over four years. Ms. Valenzuela
answered in the positive and elaborated that staff is seeing [the impacts] of about 78 megawatts of solar rooftop
[installations], which indicates that IID will have to review its rate design.
Chairman Bayard asked if the district has a clause to automatically transfer funds if there are shortfalls in one fund
and positives in another or whether it is done on a per line item [basis]. Ms. Valenzuela revealed that board approval
is requested for that which needs to be transferred, such as using reserves to cover the budget.
Mr. Gauna inquired whether the $7.3 million falling water charge goes to the Water Department. Ms. Valenzuela
responded in the positive and explained that the charge is collected as part of the Energy Cost Adjustment Rate.
Mr. Gauna asked for the per-megawatt cost of hydro[generation]. Ms. Valenzuela said she did not have the
information and indicated another member of staff, who runs the hydro [units], may have the information.
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Mr. Gauna remarked that IID had a [varying] rate before going to a fixed rate. Ms. Valenzuela conveyed the formula
was based on that which IID was generating and the fuel cost; however, the formula was changed, averaging the
kilowatt-hours generated. (She later shared the formula, which is on Page I-8 of the budget book.)
Mr. Gauna inquired if Public Benefits money is given to [various] groups. Ms. Valenzuela referenced Page C-3,
Column G, of the budget plan. The overhead [covers] staff’s time who work on [Public Benefits] for which the fund
pays $2.3 million; however, the rest goes to low-income and energy efficiency programs. The total fund is projected
to be about $11.7 million and about $2.8 million will come from the reserve fund to help pay for the Citizens project,
bringing the total revenue to $14.6 million.
Mr. Gauna asked how much IID is helping Citizens with the low-income program. Ms. Valenzuela said it was $2.6
million.
Ms. Marilyn Gilbert, energy manager, explained the falling water charge and the cost of hydrogeneration depends
on how much is produced and how much water is ordered by the Water Department. IID has the capacity to generate
87 megawatts and the cost generally ranges about $33 per megawatt-hour, not including the falling water charge. If
the $7.5 million of the falling water charge for typical production is included, it is $66.94 per MWh. Mr. Gauna
commented that was not very cheap. Ms. Gilbert advised that it was due to the falling water charge.
Mr. Gauna inquired how much [energy] the hydros produced in the last five years. Mr. Marc Printy said from 2017 to
2018, the hydros have declined about 14,000 MWh. In the past, it was about 220,000 [MWh].
Mr. Gauna questioned the worth of [the hydros] and asked if they were used. Ms. Valenzuela and Ms. Gilbert both
asserted that the small hydros help IID towards the Renewables [Portfolio Standard], but not the large hydros.
Ms. Gilbert indicated that the green credit varies based on the market and the [price] can range from $12 to $15
dollars or higher for the commodity.
Vice Chair Anderson moved and Ms. Saleh seconded a motion to recommend board approval of the 2020
Energy Department Operating and Capital budgets. Motion carried 11-1-0 with Mr. Gauna opposing.
2. Black & Veatch Service Agreement 81-2209 Amendment 1, Resource Planning Consultant

Mr. Marc Printy, manager, System Operations, proposed an amendment to Black & Veatch Service Agreement 812209 to perform a full, three-phase dispatch cost study on the IID generation facilities per recommendation by the
IID Board of Directors on October 22, 2019.
Chairman Bayard requested an explanation of that which Black & Veatch does. Mr. Printy explained that Black &
Veatch is a consulting company that runs multiple studies and helped IID with the Integrated Resource Plan, which
was released a year ago. The firm validates IID’s studies, providing third-party representation for IID’s analyses. With
this [amendment], Black & Veatch will conduct studies, [review] IID’s finances to ensure they align with utility
practices and validate the overall cost of the units.
Vice Chair Anderson inquired about the number of IID generating units. Mr. Printy said the consultant would be
primarily looking at IID’s baseload, quick-start, hydro and solar units. During the three phases, they will perform
analyses of [generation] costs, [shuttering] facilities and building new facilities. (Mr. Mario Escalera responded to
Vice Chair Andersons inquiry later in the meeting.)
Ms. Broughton moved and Ms. Saleh seconded a motion to recommend board approval of the amendment
to the Black & Veatch Service Agreement 81-2209/SRFP 245, Resource Planning Consultant. Motion passed
unanimously.
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3. 2020 Customer Assistance Program Changes
Mr. Robert Fugett, general superintendent, Customer Service, presented the 2020 changes to the low-income
guidelines and associated materials. The 2.85 percent Public Benefit Charge is on all energy consumption billing,
which funds all customer assistance programs (the Residential Energy Assistance, Emergency Energy Assistance,
Medical Equipment Energy Usage Assistance and eGreen programs) and he described the function of each of the
programs. The MEEUAP program materials now specify the program is for residential use only and include the
eGreen program of which the discount [appeared] on customers’ bills in October. The program budgets are: REAP,
$4.7 million; EEAP, $1.4 million; MEEUAP, $125,000; and administrative costs are $453,000. The major change to
the REAP involves the income qualifications, which follow the federal poverty guidelines that are published each
year.
Vice Chair Anderson asked Mr. Fugett to expand on the eGreen program. Mr. Fugett indicated that during October
an additional $5 or $6 was applied as a discount to customers’ bills. The amount [of the discount] will vary monthly
as it will depend on the amount of generation and the number of customers [on the REAP]. Staff anticipates $800,000
to $900,000 of annual savings and each participant could see $50 to $70 discounted towards their bill.
Vice Chair Anderson inquired if he would qualify for the eGreen discount, which ranges between $5 to $10 monthly,
if he were a REAP customer. Mr. Fugett affirmed.
Ms. Guerrero asked whether the [discount] is based on usage. Mr. Fugett responded that it would be based on [the
customer’s] consumption and the amount of generation and participants. With more participants, the discount will be
less; conversely, with less participants, the discount will be more. On average, staff is expecting a discount between
$5 and $6 per month for REAP customers, he reiterated.
Ms. Valenzuela explained that 10MW of the 30MW solar facility was given to IID by Citizens to pass on the savings
to low-income customers.
Ms. Rodriguez commented that she reacted to the picture of an elderly person and immediately thought of the reaper
when Mr. Fugett discussed the REAP three months ago. She suggested using “domestic” as in DEAP. Mr. Fugett
thanked her for the comment.
Vice Chair Anderson inquired how those who use medical equipment at home are being informed of the MEEUAP.
Mr. Fugett revealed that IID markets the programs quarterly in the Circuit and to 27 senior centers. Also, all call
center agents have talking points to assist those in need.
Chairman Bayard stated there are not a lot of agencies that rent or sell [medical] equipment and asked if the materials
can be made available to such organizations to pass on to customers who may qualify for the program. Mr. Fugett
indicated there was no reason not to conduct outreach to them.
Mr. Hermosillo moved and Ms. Rodriguez seconded a motion to recommend board approval to revise the
2020 Residential Energy Assistance Program’s annual household income qualifications to 200 percent of
the published 2020 Federal Poverty Guidelines and update the associated materials. Motion passed
unanimously.
E. REPORTS AND INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
1. Customer Assistance Programs 2019 Year-to-Date Update
Mr. Fugett reported that from January to September [2019], the average number of REAP customers was 10,868 of
which 56 percent are seniors. The budget is $3.7 million, but the actual cost was $2.6 million, thus underspending
about $1 million. The average participation for EEAP is 778 customers with a high participation level of 1,510 in
September with $600,000 of the $1 million budget expended. MEEUAP participation has been steady during the
year with 441 average participants. The application period extension from 12 months to 18 months has made a
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difference. Through the end of September the actual cost was $79,0003 of the $84,748 budget. IID still has the rest
of the year and anticipates the programs will be under budget.
Chairman Bayard reminded about the senior age being changed from 65 to 62, which Chairman Bayard attributed
that to the late Mr. Gil Perez. Mr. Fugett affirmed and added that the federal poverty guidelines were changed from
175 percent to 200 percent.
Ms. Guerrero requested copies of the flyers sent in the mailers. Mr. Fugett indicated he would get that material
through Ms. Gonzales.
2. Distributed Interconnection for Solar Installations
Mr. Rick Torres, superintendent, Customer Project Development, outlined the various documents required for the
interconnection process. For projects below and above 10kW, the process is the same, except there are additional
requirements for projects of 10kW or above, i.e., the electrical engineer’s stamp on the single-line diagram and the
site plan and the Rule 21 application for the system impact study. He also explained the interconnection process
and emphasized that many applications are received piecemeal, which creates delays. He elaborated that about 50
percent of projects require the service panel be brought up to code per General Order 95 [regulations] and the need
for contractors to relocate the panel or IID to install a service pole when there is not enough clearance over patios.
Ms. Raquel Peña, distribution interconnect administrator, provided statistical information about rooftop solar:
 All applications are processed under the Net Billing compensation program of which 80 percent are
interconnected and energized within a three-month period.
 As of November 4, IID has 5,240 interconnected solar projects of customers in both areas.
 There are about 5,000 energized residential customers, equating to 29.57MW of installed capacity, and 236 nonresidential customers, which include small commercial, large commercial and municipalities.
 Two new subdivisions were released in the Coachella Valley, each with 60 homes [equipped] with solar. Since
October, 194 projects were energized. With additional phases expected to be released by year’s end, staff
anticipates reaching the same number (or more) of installations in 2019 as in 2018.
 There are about 100 to 125 active projects in the queue for which IID awaits information or fee payments, which
are expected to be energized within a three-month period.
 There are eight projects older than nine months--two which are state prisons that are interconnecting 6MW, thus
taking longer than the usual three months; a Coachella Valley school district that had 22 projects interconnected
in 2018 with one remaining; and four residential customers with newly constructed homes or who are doing the
projects on their own and have asked IID for more time to complete the projects.
Ms. Peña also listed the reasons for interconnection delays, including: incomplete and incorrect application
packages; oversized systems (IID allows 100 percent of the 12-month energy consumption history be offset by solar);
solar contractors not completing the job because the business is no longer in existence or they do not want to work
with the customer; [equipment] upgrades need to be completed in the field; and tampering (solar systems that are
installed and operating without submitting interconnection application packets).
Ms. Peña also addressed the concerns voiced by the ECAC:
 Energy conservation goals that discourage solar: Four or five applications are received weekly on average and
IID has 5,200 rooftop systems interconnected to the grid. Although IID reached the Net Energy Metering cap
and has adopted the Net Billing program, customers have not been discouraged, even those who implement
energy efficiency goals. IID customers are encouraged to do both--energy efficiency and rooftop solar.
 IID’s interconnection process takes up to a year to complete: 95 percent of interconnection requests are
submitted incomplete or incorrect. In the last three years, IID has interconnected over 1,200 projects with about
136 requiring an engineering and review study and/or [equipment] upgrades and inspections by local
jurisdictions. Despite these requirements, 80 percent of projects were interconnected within a three-month
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period. When IID finds cases in which a solar system was installed without an application or without permission
from the cities, which is dangerous for the homeowner and the district staff, they are referred to IID Security,
Claims [and Investigations], who shuts down the system to ensure safety and so staff can work with the customer
and the contractor. Any customers with projects that are in the queue for more than nine months are sent a letter
explaining that which they need to do to finalize the project and are given 30 days to contact IID.
Ms. Peña also explained how the Net Billing Program works in terms of the technology and compensation, which is
trued up monthly.
Ms. Saleh asked about the agreement with the Riverside County Board of Supervisors for the amount of net metering
that had to be paid back to people. She elaborated that the RCBOS made a ruling that IID had to fully participate in
the Net [Energy] Metering program as does Southern California Edison and other electric companies, but reneged
so long as IID paid $50 per month. Ms. Gilbert said she would research the matter as Mr. Robert Laurie, assistant
counsel, was not present. Ms. Gilbert assured she would assign the issue to someone as it predates her [employ
with IID] and respond to Ms. Saleh. Chairman Bayard stated that the whole committee would like to know the answer
to the question, which could be done in writing without taking the energy manager’s time, unless there are questions
after the information is received. Ms. Saleh added that it was part of a resolution of a lawsuit against the IID.
Ms. Rodriguez voiced that she knows of poor people in Calexico and parts of Brawley that have been “ripped off by
cons” that say they are with IID, who install panels that customers are stuck with after the company disappears.
Ms. Rodriguez asked Ms. Saleh if she was talking about the lawsuit that the County of Riverside filed against IID
that was dismissed as she did not believe there was an agreement. Ms. Saleh said it was one of the solar companies
that filed [the lawsuit] and there was an amount that had to be returned in net metering rather than the usual freeflowing sum that would ordinarily take place. Ms. Saleh indicated she did not know if there was a must-return or a
maximum/minimum to return. Ms. Rodriguez conveyed the lawsuit went away and asked Ms. Saleh if she was
speaking of Mr. [Vincent] Battaglia of Renova. Ms. Saleh responded in the affirmative.
Mr. Gauna questioned why the Riverside County Board of Supervisors tells IID what it must pay, which does not
make sense.
3. Hydroelectric Units Update
Mr. Mario Escalera, manager, Operations & Energy Infrastructure, provided a comprehensive report about IID’s
hydroelectric fleet, most of which is located along the All-American Canal. He explained the two types of technology
of IID’s hydrogeneration units, the vertical and horizontal Kaplan turbine technology. He described the general
infrastructure of the units and each unit’s generation capability and current operating status, which is also provided
in the packet.
Mr. Escalera responded to Vice Chair Anderson’s previous question: There are 34 individual units that IID operates
located at 18 different sites. Within the hydros, there are 17 generators, but only nine sites as some are twins, each
unit with its own generating capacity. Some of the bigger units in El Centro, such as El Centro 3, are referred to as
one unit, but have the capability to run one unit. Combined, they can generate 615MW.
Vice Chair Anderson asked about the estimated time that Drop 5 Unit 1 would be online. Mr. Escalera indicated that
the unit will be commissioned by January. Most, if not all, of the work will be done in December and the
commissioning will be done in-house. Staff is glad to get Unit 1 back into the fleet as it has been out for a long time;
however, the staff must also work on Drop 1 before summer.
Ms. Broughton thanked Mr. Escalera for the report she requested on hydro some time ago. Vice Chair Anderson
seconded her comments.
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F. ENERGY DEPARTMENT GENERAL MATTERS
Ms. Marilyn Gilbert, energy manager, conveyed that two presentations were provided as previously requested, although
not during the subsequent meeting due to the time required to assemble background information by staff of a very busy
department. She assured when the members make a request, the staff tries to get the information to the committee as
soon as possible. She will follow up with the request involving the agreement with Riverside County through
Ms. Gonzales.
G. MEMBER COMMENTS
Ms. Rodriguez indicated she found an article referring to that which Ms. Saleh was speaking and forwarded it to
Ms. Gonzales. The article is from USA Today and the title is very sensationalized, “IID kills solar, dealing a blow to solar,”
but if one reads the article it was IID who lost money from legal fees; however, there does not appear to be a settlement.
The article outlines IID’s position, quoting attorney [Frank] Oswalt and Antonio Ortega. There’s also information on
Renova. There were other articles less favorable to Renova, but she sent that article as she believed it to be neutral,
although with a clickbait title.
Vice Chair Anderson thanked Ms. Gilbert and her staff for the [improved] lighting in the parking lots.
Ms. Saleh thanked staff for the solar presentation, which answered questions and gave her fuel to ask questions of solar
companies. She and her husband have been investigating solar companies and none have been able to show them how
putting solar on her roof could pencil out because they save so much money with IID. She appreciated the presentation
very much because the solar companies will naturally try to place the blame on IID and it is obviously personnel who do
not do their jobs, ordinarily. She was glad to have the explanation, but there may be more to the question than meets
the eye. She wished more people could have solar and energy/cost-saving measures. She agreed that IID has wonderful
rates in comparison to other electric companies.
Ms. Saleh requested for the next meeting to see how IID is protected against hacking attacks on the grid and electrical
system. Ms. Gilbert advised that speaking about hacking attacks and the cyber security protocols for the protection of
the electrical grid are a potential [regulatory] violation. Due to its sensitive [nature], staff may not be able to disclose this
to the public in open session because it puts the grid at [risk]. She would be happy to discuss one-to-one, if interested.
She also assured she would be contacting Legal and [Reliability] Compliance to talk to the individual, who provides the
compliance report, to see if he can make a presentation.
H. NEXT MEETING
Chairman Bayard reminded the committee members that the next meeting will be held December 2, 2019, in which the
election of officers will take place. Anyone interested in running should share that information with him and Ms. Gonzales.
I.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Chairman Bayard adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.
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Agenda Item No:C.2

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Presenter: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Report
Agenda Section:

Subject:
ECAC Attendance Report YTD November 2019
Suggested Action:
Recommend committee approval.
Attachments:
C3 - ECAC Attend Rpt YTD November 2019 Draft.xlsx
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Staff recommends approval of the ECAC Attendance Report Year-to-Date November 2019.
Financial Analysis:
None.
Background:
Committee member attendance is recorded at each meeting as a matter of record in ensuring a quorum was
present to conduct the business affairs of the group.
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ECAC Attendance Report
Year-to-Date November 2019
Seat Name/Division or Jurisdiction

(Re)Appt

Term End

Jan 7

Feb 4

Mar 4

Apr 1

May 6

Jun 3

Jul 1

Aug 19*

Sep 9

Oct 7

Dec 2018
Dec 2016
Mar 2019

Dec 2022
Mar 2019
Dec 2020

√
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Dec 2015
Dec 2017
May 2019

Dec 2019
Dec 2021
Dec 2021

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Dec 2015
Dec 2017

Dec 2019
Dec 2021

√
√

√
√

√
√

√

Jan 2017
Jan 2017

Dec 2019
Dec 2021

√
√

Dec 2018
Dec 2016
May 2019

Dec 2022
Dec 2020
Dec 2020

√
√

Nov 4

Division 1 - Alex Cardenas

1 Mr. Jeffrey Plourd
2 Mr. Thomas Brinkerhoff
2 Mr. David Salgado

√

Division 2 - Bruce Kuhn

1 Mr. Shorty Hickingbottom
2 Mr. Gil Perez
2 Ms. Haydee Rodriguez

√
√

√

√
√

√
√

√

√

√

√
√

Division 3 - James Hanks

1 Mr. Gerald Gauna
2 Mr. Eric Reyes

√
√

√
√

√

√

Division 4 - Erik Ortega

1 Mr. Guillermo Hermosillo
2 Mr. Chad Cooper

√
√

√

√
√

√
√

√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Division 5 - Norma Sierra Galindo

1 Mr. Michael Anderson (V Chair)
2 Ms. Esther Gomez
2 Ms. Rosa A. Guerrero

√
√

City of Coachella

1 Mr. Philip Bautista
2 Ms. Megan Beaman Jacinto
2 Mr. Jacob Alvarez

√

Jan 2019 Dec 2022
Jan 2019 Dec 2020
June 2019 Dec 2020

√

√

√

√
√

√

√

√

City of Indio

1 Ms. Lupe Ramos Amith
2 Mr. Scott Trujillo
2 Mr. Glenn Miller

Dec 2015
Jan 2019
Mar 2019

Dec 2019
Dec 2021
Dec 2021

Jan 2017

Dec 2022
Dec 2020

√

√

√

√

√

√

Oct 2018

Dec 2021

√

√

√

√

√

√

Feb 2019
Dec 2015
Jan 2017

Dec 2022
Dec 2019
Dec 2020

√
√

√
√
√

√
√
√

√

√

√
√
√

√
√

√

City of La Quinta

1
2 Mr. George Christopher

√

Cities of Palm Desert / Rancho Mirage

1 Mr. William Enos

√

√

√

√
√

√
√
√

√
√
√

County of Riverside

1 Ms. Becky Broughton
2 Ms. Patricia Saleh
3 Mr. Steven Bayard (Chair)

√

--- denotes meeting was cancelled
* denotes special meeting
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Agenda Item No:D.1

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Presenter: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Selection of ECAC Officers
Agenda Section:

Subject:
Selection of Officers
Suggested Action:
Recommend committee action.
Attachments:
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Chairman Steven Bayard will open nominations for committee officers for the ensuing year.
Financial Analysis:
None.
Background:
In accordance with the following ECAC Bylaws, the Committee will select officers for the ensuing year:
Section 3.02: Each year at its regular meeting in December, the Committee shall select officers and
reorganize itself as required by these Bylaws.
Section 4.01: The officers of the Committee shall be a chairperson and a vice-chairperson.
Section 4.02: The Committee shall elect the chairperson and vice-chairperson annually from its members.
The chairperson and vice-chairperson shall alternate each year between Imperial Valley and Coachella Valley.
Elections shall be by a majority vote of those attending the annual meeting, a quorum being present. Officers
may be removed from that position with cause, by a majority vote of the Committee, at any meeting in which a
quorum is present.
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Agenda Item No:D.2

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Presenter: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Calendar
Agenda Section:

Subject:
Proposed 2020 ECAC Meeting Schedule
Suggested Action:
Recommend committee approval.
Attachments:
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Staff seeks the committee’s approval of the proposed 2020 meeting schedule.
Financial Analysis:
None.
Background:
The proposed meeting schedule was developed in accordance with Section 3.03 of the ECAC Bylaws, which
state: "Regular meetings shall be held on the first Monday of each month, at a time specified by the Committee,
unless such day falls on a legal holiday, in which event the regular meeting for that month shall be held at the
same hour and place on the following week provided a quorum will be present."
January 6
February 3
March 2
April 6
May 4
June 1

July 6
August 3
September 14*
October 5
November 2
December 7

Indicates meeting will be held the second Monday of the month due to a holiday.
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Agenda Item No:D.3

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Leticia Ayala
Presenter: Jesus Martinez
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Service Agreement
Agenda Section:

Subject:
Path 42 Remedial Action Scheme - Major Work Authorization 200062, Amendment 1
Suggested Action:
Recommend board approval.
Attachments:
ECAC_Path42_RAS_MWA_No._200062_Amend_No._1.pptx
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Staff is seeking a recommendation for board approval of Amendment 1 to Major Work Authorization 200062 for
the Path 42 Remedial Action Scheme.
Financial Analysis:
The project has utilized $98,357 from the prior year Electric System Capital Budget Plan and expected 2019
project expenditures are $287,095. Funding for 2019 expenditures will be utilized from Page E-5, Line 20 of the
approved third quarter 2019 Amended Electric System Capital Budget Plan. The remaining project cost of
$4,181,265 will occur in 2020. Funding for 2020 expenditures would be utilized from Page E5, Line 10 of the
approved 2020 Electric System Capital Budget.
Background:
On April 9, 2019, the board approved Major Work Authorization 200062 for the Path 42 Remedial Action
Scheme's preliminary engineering phase in the amount of $368,952. Staff is bringing Amendment 1 for MWA
200062 for the Path 42 RAS to fund the final engineering, procurement and construction phases.
IID’s System Planning case studies have determined a Remedial Action Scheme is required due to possible
outages of the 230kV KN and KS lines. The main purpose of the RAS is to protect the IID against N-2 (credible
multiple) contingencies for the loss of Coachella Valley – Mirage and Coachella Valley – Ramon. It would also
protect against N-1-1 (non-credible multiple) contingency events for Coachella Valley – Mirage and Ramon –
Mirage, as well as Southern California Edison’s Devers – Mirage #1 and #2. The RAS would maintain a reliable
state if the identified contingencies were to occur through generator tripping. The RAS footprint would include
the following four substations: Mirage, Coachella Valley, Midway, and Ramon, along with eight generation
plants, Sonora, Citizens, Hudson Ranch, Midway 1, Midway 2, Midway 3, plus future Midway 4 and Seville 3.
Calipatria Substation will be used to house the RAS logic processing devices.
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Protection Engineering will design the RAS with the appropriate relays installed at each designated substation
and generation plant in order to allow the RAS logic to alleviate reliability concerns in the contingency scenarios
described above.
The project is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Section
15303, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures.
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Path 42 Remedial Action Scheme
Major Work Authorization No. 200062
Amendment No. 1

Jesus Martinez
Principal Engineer
December 2, 2019

www.iid.com
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Introduction


IID and Southern California Edison have restarted
efforts to bring a Remedial Action Scheme online to
monitor for Path 42 related multiple contingencies.
 The final process will involve increasing the Path 42
rating from the current 600MW rating to ~750MW in
the near term.
 The Western Electricity Coordinating Council
Remedial Action Scheme Reliability Subcommittee
approved the RAS design November 5, 2019.

www.iid.com
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Study Findings


Power flow and transient stability analysis
identified the following IID and SCE contingencies
that result in thermal overloads and/or unstable
operating conditions during peak and light load
operating conditions:


Curtailments necessary without RAS implementation
 Contingencies (IID)





Coachella Valley – Mirage and Ramon – Mirage 230kV (P6)
Coachella Valley – Mirage and Coachella Valley – Ramon
230kV (P7)

Contingencies (SCE)


Devers – Mirage #1 and #2 (P6)
www.iid.com
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RAS Arming Considerations


Generator Arming Sequence




Technology
Mitigation effectiveness factor
Commercial Operation Date

www.iid.com
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Design Requirements



The near term RAS design was simulated up to
734MW of power flow on Path 42.
EMS integrated (Smart RAS)


Amount of generation to select is based on MW flows
at Coachella Valley and Mirage using a lookup table.
 Program execution periodicity will be 60 seconds.



All RAS relays are dedicated to the RAS scheme
and do not perform any other function.
Modular design necessary for future expansion
www.iid.com
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Design Requirements






Failure of a single component, communication,
logic, selection, or output element will not
jeopardize the successful operation of the RAS
Local breaker failure protection initiated from
RAS tripping
Generator tripping within 13 cycles
Redundancy


Two independent systems
 Diverse communications paths
www.iid.com
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RAS Function

www.iid.com
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Financials
Total
Planned Costs
$4,238,252

Total
Contingency
(7.5%)
$328,465

Total MWA Amount
(Rounded to the nearest
100 dollars)
$4,566,700

The project has utilized $98,357 from the prior year Electric
System Capital Budget Plan and expected 2019 project
expenditures are $287,095. Funding for 2019 expenditures will
be utilized from Page E-5, Line 20 of the approved third quarter
2019 Amended Electric System Capital Budget Plan. The
remaining project cost of $4,181,265 will occur in 2020.
Funding for 2020 expenditures would be utilized from Page E5,
Line 10 of the approved 2020 Electric System Capital Budget.

www.iid.com
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Agenda Item No:E.1

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Presenter: Charles Allegranza
Submitting Department: Information Technology
Item Type: Report
Agenda Section:

Subject:
Cyber Security Update
Suggested Action:
Informational item.
Attachments:
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Informational item.
Financial Analysis:
None.
Background:
During the last ECAC meeting, a member of the committee requested an update of IID's cyber security
program. Mr. Charles Allegranza, manager, Information Technology, will provide a high-level report of the
district's current cyber security efforts.
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Agenda Item No:E.2

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Sabrina Barber
Presenter: Sabrina Barber
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Update
Agenda Section:

Subject:
Energy Efficiency Portfolio Update
Suggested Action:
Informational item.
Attachments:
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Informational item. Staff will provide an update on the 2019 energy efficiency programs and changes to the
portfolio for 2020.
Financial Analysis:
Customer rate assistance and energy public benefit programs are funded by a 2.85 percent Public Benefit
Charge that is billed to all electric customers and is approved during the annual budgeting process. The 2019
energy efficiency program portfolio budget totaled $6,150,936. The 2020 proposed energy efficiency program
portfolio budget totals $6,096,586.
Background:
IID offers a variety of programs, incentives and resources that can help customers offset electrical costs while
meeting state mandates related to energy efficiency, greenhouse gas reductions and investments in
renewables. Staff will provide an update on the 2019 program portfolio and information on the 2020 programs.
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Agenda Item No:E.3

Energy Consumers Advisory Committee Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: December 2, 2019
Submitted by: Rosa Maria Gonzales
Presenter: Sabrina Barber
Submitting Department: Energy Department
Item Type: Report
Agenda Section:

Subject:
Public Benefits Marketing Expenditures 2019
Suggested Action:
Informational item.
Attachments:
Staff Recommendation/Motion:
Informational item.
Financial Analysis:
To date, $25,004 has been expended for marketing related to low-income rate assistance programs and
$34,281 has been expended for marketing of energy efficiency programs.
Background:
In the fall of 2019, IID initiated a far-reaching public awareness campaign to raise awareness and customer
participation in the Residential Energy Assistance Program (REAP).
The campaign was promoted on all of IID’s advertising platforms at no cost, as well as through paid advertising.
Advertising was targeted at both English and Spanish speaking customers.
The list below summarizes the paid advertising expenditures for both the Imperial and Coachella valleys.
IMPERIAL VALLEY
Social Media
$ 250
DMV
$ 550
Print
$ 2,375
Billboards
$ 3,400
Radio & TV
$ 4,900

COACHELLA VALLEY
Social Media
$ 250
DMV
$ 650
Print
$ 500
Billboards
$ 5,550
Radio & TV
$ 6,579

TOTALS
$ 500
$ 1,200
$ 2,875
$ 8,950
$ 11,479
$ 25,004

Marketing of 2019 IID's energy efficiency programs has consisted of internal resources, specifically IID's
website, social media platforms, bill inserts, press releases and community events. As such, all expenditures
relate to internal costs and labor with no paid advertising to date.
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