MEETING CALIFORNIA’S
RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO STANDARD
California’s Green Energy Standard
To reduce the carbon footprint caused by utility-wide
emissions, California’s Renewables Portfolio Standard was
established by legislation in 2002. The mandate requires that
all electric utilities procure energy generated by renewable
resources into their portfolio.
Subsequent amendments to the law have resulted in a number
of changes to the RPS. Most notably, the October 2015 passage
of SB 350 extends the timeline requirements to 2030, when
50 percent of each utility’s retail sales must come from eligible
renewable energy sources.
Interim renewable procurement targets:
• 33 percent of retail sales by Dec. 31, 2020
• 40 percent of retail sales by Dec. 31, 2024
• 45 percent of retail sales by Dec. 31, 2027
• 50 percent of retail sales by Dec. 31, 2030
Meeting the green energy standard
A longtime proponent of renewable energy, IID has established
targets through 2020 that meet or are slightly higher than the
procurement targets listed above.
Located in a region with abundant sunshine, enviable
geothermal capacity, wind and other renewable potential, IID
has met or exceeded all RPS requirements to date, procuring
renewable energy from diverse sources, including biomass,
biowaste, geothermal, hydroelectric, solar and wind.
In its present position, IID expects to meet and exceed
compliance period 3 targets*and plans to procure additional
resources in anticipation of higher RPS goals in the future.
Meaningful
As a public utility, the way IID meets its customers’ needs is
important. In 2015, IID laid the groundwork to exit its coal
obligations. Beginning in 2018, IID’s resource portfolio is
11
100 percent coal free.
Furthermore, recognizing there are many choices and ways
to procure renewable energy, the district is proud that all of
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its renewable energy resources are designated as being in
the portfolio content one category – the highest quality of
compliance achievement.
To meet the criteria for this
distinction, almost all of IID’s
renewable energy comes from
local resources and the energy
is used immediately as it is
generated.
Using local resources is meaningful to IID and the people it
serves, as this supports jobs and economic development in the
service area.
Going forward
As IID looks to the future, it sees its renewable resources
evolving. Within the last year, the district has taken steps to
reduce its reliance on fossil fuel. At the same time, IID has
entered into an agreement with a local geothermal energy
producer to add more geothermal resources to its energy
portfolio.

ACTUAL / ANTICIPATED
2017-2020 RENEWABLES MIX

2017**

144 MW

2018

2020

180 MW

180 MW

86 MW

86 MW

70-73 MW

75-88 MW

47 MW

47 MW

48.8
4 4
PERCENT

48.8
5 5
PERCENT

150 MW

85 MW

85 MW

15-18 MW
45 MW

20-23 MW
47 MW

28.6
2 2
PERCENT

2019

35
3 3
PERCENT

Biomass
Geothermal
Eligible Hydro
Solar
Biomass
Geothermal
Eligible Hydro
*Renewables exceeding RPS compliance will be
applied to future compliance periods.
**Actual renewables mix.
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