Many of the drowning victims are unidentified
individuals. Many times their relatives have no way
to receive information from the authorities.

The Consulate of Mexico in Calexico and the
Imperial Irrigation District are working to bring
awareness about dangers in the All-American
Canal. Together, we are working to raise awareness
by sharing this message so we can prevent more
tragic deaths.

STAY ALIVE BY STAYING AWAY.
CANALS ARE DANGEROUS.

Consulate of Mexico in Calexico
408 Heber Ave
Calexico, CA 92231

Telephone:
(760) 357-3863

Telephone for Emergencies:
(760) 455-2140 « (520) 623-7874

This is a message from the
Consulate of Mexico in Calexico and
the Imperial Irrigation District.
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THE ALL-AMERICAN CANAL

One of the largest canals in the Imperial Valley, the
All-American Canalis one of the most dangerous
bodies of water in the United States.

Since the construction of the All-American Canal,
over 600 lives have been lost, according to the

Imperial County Sheriff-Coroner’s Office.

Water looks much calmer on the surface than it
actually is. The rapid undercurrents of the All-
American Canal can move a person by a speed of
up to eight-feet-per-second. This current of water is
so strong that it is impossible for even an Olympic
swimmer to navigate.

The All-American Canal is 225 feet across and 20
feet deep. It contains debris and sharp objects.

Additionally, the water within the All-American
Canal is extremely cold during the winter
months and individuals who enter are subject to
immediate hypothermia.

In 2010, a 23-mile stretch of the All-American
Canal was completed with a concrete lining to
conserve water. The lining makes the canal sides
very steep in this section and difficult to exit against
the strong water current. People who have entered
the canal are most often unsuccessful as they tire
from intense swimming in an effort to stay afloat,
drowning in the canal.

In addition, the All-American Canal includes six
hydroelectric power generating stations that contain
49-foot water drops, which are extremely dangerous.

In general, canals are very dangerous as individuals
can also get stuck in weeds, debris and underground
siphons, causing them to drown.

THE CANAL IS VERY DEEP.

THE CURRENT IS VERY DANGEROUS.
DON’T LET THE CURRENT TAKE YOU.
Each year, illegal migrant crossings at the U.S--
Mexico border have increase and most migrants
cross through Imperial County. They do so
without caution, ignoring the dangers to which
they are exposed when crossing through this part
of California.
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Every person who attempts to cross illegally into the
United States puts their life at risk.

Imperial County weather conditions can end the
lives of migrants. In the summer, temperatures in
the desert can reach 127 degrees Fahrenheit. In
the winter, temperatures can drop to 30 degrees
Fahrenheit. This is extreme weather for anyone.

South of Imperial County, is the All-American
Canal, where people think there’s no current, no
movement and no danger. But in reality, it represents
an enormous danger. The All-American Canal has
strong currents that cannot be seen and are the
cause of many deaths. Most of the deaths that occur
in the All-American Canal are migrants.

Unfortunately, every year the Consulate of Mexico
in Calexico, receives more reports of deaths of
migrants attempting to cross illegally into the
United States through the All-American Canal. The
border patrol of the El Centro sector, as well as the
Consulate of Mexico in Calexico and the Imperial
[rrigation District, asks migrants not to cross.



