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A century of se,vice. 

March 7, 2019 

Brenda W. Burman, Commissioner 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Commissioner Burman: 

On behalf of the Imperial Irrigation District, we wanted to take this opportunity to 
follow-up on our recent positive discussions regarding some of the key challenges 
we are facing - both here in the Imperial Valley with the degrading conditions at 
the Salton Sea and across the Colorado River Basin as a result of the ongoing 
drought. 

We write to respectfully ask for the Bureau of Reclamation's partnership and 
support as we work to find a path to cooperate with our fellow Colorado River 
contractors in California and representatives of the other six Colorado River Basin 
States to co�plete the Drought Contingency Plan, while attempting to secure 
important federal funding to assist with prompt implementation of the State of 
California's Salton Sea Management Program. 

As you know, HD has worked for years as a partner on the Colorado River to find 
solutions to the common challenges we face. We have also worked to bring local, 
regional and national attention to address the critical agricultural and 
environmental concerns facing California's Salton Sea. In that regard, we have 
addressed the basis for, and importance of, additional federal funding for projects 
at the Salton Sea to enhance ongoing conservation, mitigation and restoration 
efforts in a recent letter to Agriculture Secretary Perdue (attached). We wish to 
bring our request to your attention and ask that Reclamation provide any 
appropriate informational, legal or policy support for that request. 

With respect to the continuing efforts to adopt a Drought Contingency Plan during 
the ongoing drought in the Basin, the California representatives have worked 
diligently to craft a set of intra-state agreements that are designed to avoid adverse 
impacts on the Salton Sea. Our board demonstrated leadership by approving the 
necessary intra-state agreements in December 2018. It is our hope that those 
agreements will provide a basis to ensure enhanced protection of the water 
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