
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 1-2020 

HONORING PAST PRESIDENT ERIK J. ORTEGA 

WHEREAS, Erik J. Ortega, was elected to the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors in the 2016 general runoff election, representing Division 4, which includes the 
majority of Calexico, south Heber and the llD service area along the U.S.-Mexico border; 
and 

WHEREAS, Director Ortega served as president of the llD Board of Directors in 2019; 
and, 

WHEREAS, during his tenure as president, Director Ortega was intensely focused on 
many difficult and significant water and energy issues, including: 

• Continued dialogue with the state of California over its commitment to the Salton Sea 
Management Program and discussions with the federal government in pursuit of 
funding to support restoration efforts to protect public health and the environment. 

• Staunch leadership in opposing Assembly Bill 854, which would have usurped the 
authority of the llD Board of Directors and violated longstanding agreements and 
water rights of the district. 

• Commissioning of a new 30-megawatt community solar project that provides solar 
energy to 11,000 income-qualified llD customers and lowers their monthly electric bill. 

• Standing in protection of the llD Balancing Authority, local public control and rates for 
district customers by opposing an effort to regionalize the western electric grid. 

• Binational cooperation with CENACE through a presidential permit to meet increased 
energy needs in the Mexicali Valley. 

• Passage of SB 208, the Consumer Call Protection Act, to protect customers from 
fraudulent phone calls. 

• The defeat of SB 288, which would have bypassed the rate and tariff setting process 
for customer-cited energy storage and renewable systems by publicly owned utilities. 

• Championing affordable water and energy rates and protecting the service territory 
and the district's water rights. 

WHEREAS, even with the many pressing issues that still lie ahead for llD, the district is 
better situated because of Director Ortega's sage advice and tireless advocacy. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors and management express their gratitude to Director Ortega for his service and 
contributions as president of the Imperial Irrigation District in 2019. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of January, 2020. 
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