IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 16-2020

WHEREAS, Imperial Irrigation District (“lID”) owns approximately 825.89 acres of land
(Assessor Parcel Numbers 052-170-031, 052-170-056, 052-170-032, 052-170-039, 052-
170-067 and 052-170-037) located approximately 6.5 miles southwest of the city of El
Centro, California, and 7.5 miles directly west of Calexico, California (“Project Site”); and

WHEREAS, Drew Solar LLC (“Developer’), a Delaware limited liability company,
proposes to construct and operate a solar energy generation and storage facility of up to
100 megawatts located on the Project Site, known as the Drew Solar Project (“Project”);
and

WHEREAS, the Project includes solar energy generation and storage facilities, an on-
site substation, new improvements at the existing Drew Switchyard facility and supporting
transmission interconnection facilities on and adjacent to the Project site; and

WHEREAS, the Project will be interconnected directly to the CAISO grid at the existing
Drew Switchyard; and

WHEREAS, it was determined that the Project, as formed by its constituent parts, was
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act, California Public Resources Code
sections 21000, et seq. (“CEQA”), and the State CEQA Guidelines, Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations sections 15000, et seq. (“CEQA Guidelines”) (collectively
“CEQA”), that one or more significant impacts on the environment may occur and that
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) would be required; and

WHEREAS, the County of Imperial (“County”) was determined to be the lead agency for
environmental analysis of the Project pursuant to CEQA, and therefore, the County was
responsible to carry out the lead agency duties under CEQA; and

WHEREAS, the County prepared a Final Environmental Impact Report for the Drew Solar
Project (State Clearinghouse No. 2018051036) dated November 2019
(http://www.icpds.com/?pid=6805 and http://www.icpds.com/?pid=7461) (“Final EIR")
pursuant to the requirements of CEQA, which includes the written responses to
comments received on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Drew Solar Project
(State Clearinghouse No. 2018051036) dated May 2019; and




WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors certified the Final EIR for the Drew Solar
Project on December 17, 2019, which is hereby incorporated herein by this reference;
and

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2019, the County Board of Supervisors also approved a
General Plan amendment of the Renewable Energy & Transmission Element to create
an Island Overlay for the Project Site (GPA #17-0006), a zone change to add the
Renewable Energy Overlay Zone to the Project Site (ZC #17-0007), a parcel map to fix
an inconsistency between the legal and physical boundary of the soutwest quarter section
of the Project Site (APNs 052-170-039 and 052-170-067) (PM #02478), a variance for
power pole structures that over 120 feet in height are allowed up to 180 feet in height (V
#17-0003), and six conditional use permits authorizing the solar energy generation and
storage facilities within the existing agricultural zones (A-2, A-2-R and A-3) (CUP #17-
0031, #17-0032, #17-0033, #17-0034, #17-0035 and #18-0001); and

WHEREAS, discretionary approvals by IID are necessary for the Project to be carried out,
including a Ground Lease, Back-Feed and Station Power Service Agreement and
Encroachment Agreement, and such approvals are referred to herein as “lID’s Portion of
the Project”; and

WHEREAS, due to IID’'s Portion of the Project, IID is a responsible agency for the
environmental analysis of the Project pursuant to CEQA and, therefore, |ID must carry
out the responsible agency duties under CEQA.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:

1. Recitals. The board of directors hereby finds and determines the foregoing
recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct.

2. CEQA Findings. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15096(f), the 1ID board of
directors hereby certifies that it has reviewed and considered the information
contained in the Final EIR and has considered all environmental effects of IID’s
Portion of the Project as analyzed in the Final EIR. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
section 15096(a), the board of directors has complied with CEQA by considering the
Final EIR prepared by the County, as the lead agency, and the board of directors has
and will reach its own conclusions on whether and how to approve IID’s Portion of
the Project.

Based on its review and consideration of the Final EIR, the IID board of directors
hereby finds the following:

a. The Final EIR provides adequate environmental analysis to support all
necessary approvals by |ID for 1ID’s Portion of the Project.

b. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(h) and 15091(a)(1), changes
and alterations have been required in or incorporated into the Project which
avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effects identified
in the Final EIR.
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c. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(h) and 15091(a)(2), such
changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of
another public agency, the County, and not IID. Such changes and
alterations have been adopted by the County on December 17, 2019 and
incorporated herein by reference, as mitigation measures comprising the
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).

d. 1D is not identified in the MMRP as having responsibility over any of the
mitigation measures.

3. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. Pursuant to California Public
Resources Code section 21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines section 15097, the Final
EIR identify a number of measures to mitigate the potential environmental impacts
of the Project which are to be carried out by the County, Developer and any other
entity or persons responsible for construction and operation of the Project. No
mitigation measures are under the jurisdiction or responsibility of IID regarding
IID’s Portion of the Project. The mitigation measures will be implemented and
monitored as provided in the MMRP and no additional mitigation measures are
being proposed or adopted by IID. Therefore, lID shall not adopt a mitigation
monitoring and reporting program for [ID’s Portion of the Project.

4. Notice of Determination. The IID board of directors hereby authorizes and
directs that a Notice of Determination be filed with the Clerk of the County of
Imperial within five (5) business days of adoption of this resolution.

5. Documents. The documents and other materials which constitute the record of
proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Raquel Najera,

Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333 East Barioni
Boulevard, Imperial, California, 92251.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 16" day of June, 2020.
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