
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 30-2020 

WHEREAS, IGS, LLC is developing the Valencia 3 Solar Project ("Project"), a nominally 
rated 3 megawatt photovoltaic solar energy generation facility sited on a 19 acre-portion 
of a 40-acre property located at 20 W. Harris Road, Imperial, California; Assessor's Parcel 
Number 040-360-034-000; and 

WHEREAS, the interconnection of the Project to the Imperial Irrigation District's ("llD") 
transmission system, will necessitate upgrades to the llD's electrical facilities as 
described herein; and 

WHEREAS, it was determined that the Project, as formed by its constituent parts 
(including supporting transmission interconnection facilities), was subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), California Public Resources Code sections 21000, 
et seq., and the State CEQA Guidelines, Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations 
sections 15000, et seq., and that preparation of an Mitigated Negative Declaration 
("MND") would be required; and 

WHEREAS, the environmental effects of the Project in its entirety was originally assessed 
in a MND dated August 2015 (State Clearinghouse #2015091046) ("MND 1 "), prepared 
by the County of Imperial ("County"), the lead agency under CEQA, and approved by the 
County's Board of Supervisors ("BOS"), along with the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program ("MMRP"), on December 8, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, in 2016 staff determined that the MND 1, evaluated and analyzed the 
environmental effects of the Project involving and affecting 110, which at the time was the 
interconnection to the district's 92 kV "J" transmission line via a gen-tie line from the 
Project's 34.5 kV- 92 kV substation and provided appropriate mitigation measures as per 
llD policy, and the llD Board of Directors ("Board of Directors") adopted staff's findings on 
March 29, 2016 under Resolution no. 8-2016; and 

WHEREAS, due to a change in the Project's interconnection scheme; the Project would 
now interconnect to the llD electrical system via a 1-mile extension (gen-tie) to the 12.47 
kV B521 circuit distribution line of which % mile of the existing single-phase 12.47 kV 
distribution line would be upgraded to a three-phase configuration, a subsequent MND 
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(SCH #2020069031) ("MNO 2") was prepared by the County to assess the revised 
interconnection configuration specifically, and its final version, dated June 11, 2020, was 
approved by the BOS, along with the corresponding MMRP, on October 6, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the MNO 2 explicitly evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the 
Project involving and affecting 110 as described herein in consideration of llO's policy that 
calls for 110 facility upgrades required for and by the project be included in the Project's 
environmental effects analysis and any resulting impacts be mitigated by the Project 
developer; and 

WHEREAS, the MND 2 did not identify any potentially significant environmental impacts 
related to the Project-driven upgrades of 110 electrical facilities or propose mitigation 
measures that are the responsibility of the 110; and 

WHEREAS, it was determined that the upgrades to 110 electrical facilities required to 
interconnect the Project to the district's electrical system are subject to CEQA (Title 14 of 
the California Code of Regulations, sections 15000, et seq; and. 

WHEREAS, since a portion of the Project involves 110 facilities and requires a major work 
authorization approved by the 110 Board of Directors, 110 is a responsible agency under 
CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.) and, therefore, must 
comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096) including making certain findings 
regarding that portion of the Project involving and affecting the district and not the entirety 
of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the MND 2 has evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the 
project involving and affecting 110 as described herein, per 110 policy, as shown in the 
CEQA Compliance Summary Staff Report for the Valencia 3 Solar Project, dated October 
22, 2020, attached herewith. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Recitals. The Board of Directors hereby finds and determines the foregoing 
recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct. 

2. CEQA Findings. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(f), the 
Board of Directors hereby certifies that it has reviewed and considered the information 
contained in the MND 2 and has considered the environmental effects of the 110 portion 
of the Project as analyzed in the MND 2. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15096(a), 
the Board of Directors has complied with CEQA by considering the MND 2, prepared by the 
County of Imperial, the CEQA lead agency for the Project, and has and will reach its own 
conclusions on whether and how to approve the 11 D portion of the Project. 

Based on its review and consideration of the MNO 2 and pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines section 15091, the Board of Directors hereby finds the following: 
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a. The MND 2 provides adequate environmental analysis to support all 
necessary approvals by llD for the llD portion of the Project. 

b. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(h) and 15091 (a)(1 ), changes 
and alterations have been required in or incorporated into the Project, which 
avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effects identified 
in the MND 2. 

c. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(h) and 15091 (a)(2), such 
changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency, the County, and not llD. Such changes and 
alterations have been adopted by the County on October 6, 2020 and 
incorporated herein by reference, as mitigation measures comprising the 
MMRP. 

d. llD is not identified in the MND 2 or the MMRP as having responsibility over 
any of the mitigation measures regarding the llD portion of the Project, 
therefore, no findings under CEQA Guidelines section 15091 (a)(1) are 
made by llD. The mitigation measures will be implemented and monitored 
as provided in the MND 2 and no additional mitigation measures are being 
proposed or adopted by llD. Therefore, llD shall not adopt a MMRP for the 
11 D portion of the Project. 

3. Notice of Determination. The Board of Directors hereby authorizes and 
directs that a Notice of Determination be filed with the Clerk of the County of Imperial 
within five (5) business days of adoption of this resolution. 

4. Documents. The documents and other materials which constitute the 
record of proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Raquel 
Najera, Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333 East Barioni 
Boulevard, Imperial, California, 92251. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 17th day of November 2020. 

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
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ATTACHMENT 

Resolution Regarding CEQA Findings 



I. Background 

CEQA COMPLIANCE SUMMARY 
STAFF REPORT 

VALENCIA 3 SOLAR PROJECT 
October 22, 2020 

IGS, LLC is developing the Valencia 3 Solar Project ("Project") sited on a 19 acre-portion 
of a 40-acre property located at 20 W. Harris Road, Imperial, California; Assessor's Parcel 
Number 040-360-034-000 (See Project Vicinity Map). When completed, the project will 
be a nominally rated 3-megawatt alternating current solar photovoltaic energy generation 
facility. The Project was originally approved by the Imperial County Board of Supervisors 
("BOS") on December 8, 2015 under Conditional Use Permit ("CUP") #15-0021. 
Subsequently CUP #19-0018 was approved by the BOS on December 10, 2019 to amend 
CUP #15-0021 and extend the permit's term of operation from 30 years with an extension 
to 35 years with no additional extensions. All other conditions of approval remained the 
same as CUP #15-0021. CUP #19-0018 superseded CUP #15-0021 and all conditions 
and mitigation previously approved were incorporated into CUP #19-0018. 

CUP #19-0018 stipulated as a condition of approval (S-1, 4d) that the collection lines 
would transmit the electricity to the eastern edge of the project site, where the 
underground electric lines would be routed to a step-up transformer to raise the voltage 
to 92kVand from there a 92kV conductor would be routed to a new llD power pole located 
inside the fenced project boundary, through a meter and switch, and on to the 
approximately 100-foot gen-tie line to interconnect with the llD 92kV "J" transmission line. 

In the course of the development of the Project, llD determined that the district did not 
have the capacity on the "J" line to accommodate the Project's interconnection. 
Consequently, CUP #19-0018 was amended via CUP #20-0004. 

The Project now proposes to interconnect to the llD's distribution system via a new power 
line to be constructed along the south side of Harris Road; that will interconnect to an 
existing llD 12.5kV distribution line (B521 circuit), located west of the project site along 
the south side of Harris Road (See Project Location Map), that will be upgraded from a 
single-phase to a three-phase configuration to accommodate the Project's one-mile line 
extension (gen-tie). The new line will be installed in County of Imperial ("County") right of 
way by the developer, IGS, and once completed will be turned over to 110 for ownership. 

CUP #20-0004's condition of approval S-1, 4d now reflects the Project's actual 
interconnection scheme. 

II. CEQA Compliance for the Project 

The Project was originally assessed in a Mitigated Negative Declaration dated August 
2015 (State Clearinghouse #2015091046) ("MND 1 "), prepared by the County, the lead 
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agency under the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), and approved by the 
BOS, along with the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program ("MMRP"), on 
December 8, 2015. 

The subsequent modification to the project's term of operation was found categorically 
exempt by the County on December 10, 2019 per section 15061 (b)(3)1 of the CEQA 
Guidelines. However, for the change in the interconnection scheme, a second MND dated 
June 11, 2020 was prepared by the County and its final revised version (SCH 
#2020069031) ("MND 2") was approved by the BOS on October 6, 2020. 

The MND 2 specifically evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the Project 
involving and affecting 110 as described herein and in consideration of llD's policy that 
calls for llD facility upgrades required for and by the project be included in the project's 
environmental effects analysis and any resulting impacts be mitigated by the project 
developer. 

The aforementioned MND 2 did not identify any potentially significant environmental 
impacts related to the Project-driven llD improvements. No mitigation measures proposed 
within the MND 1 and MND 2 and its corresponding MMRPs are the responsibility of the 
llD. The MNDs, supporting documents and record of project approval are available at the 
Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department ("ICPDSD") at 801 Main 
Street, El Centro, CA 92243. 

The Project environmental documentation is available at the ICPDSD website 
http://www.icpds.com/CMS/Media/06---CUP20-0004-Valencia-Solar-3-.pdf 

1 The activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential 
for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 
the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA (Cal. Code 
Regs. tit. 14 § 15061) 

Ill. The llD Role as a CEQA Responsible Agency 

Because a portion of the Project involves llD facilities and requires a major work 
authorization approved by the llD Board of Directors, llD is a responsible agency under 
CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.) and, therefore, must 
comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096) including making certain findings 
regarding that portion of the Project involving and affecting the district and not the entirety 
of the Project. 

In 2016 Environmental Compliance staff determined that the MND 1, evaluated and 
analyzed the environmental effects of the Project involving and affecting llD, which at the 
time was the interconnection to the district's 92 kV "J" transmission line via a gen-tie line 
from the Project's 34.5 kV- 92 kV substation, and provided appropriate mitigation 
measures as per llD policy. No mitigation measures proposed within the MND 1 were the 
responsibility of the llD and no additional action was required under CEQA. The llD Board 
of Directors adopted staff's findings on March 29, 2016 under Resolution no. 8-2016. 
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However, since the Project now requires to interconnect to the llD electrical system via a 
1-mile extension (gen-tie) to the 12.47 kV 8521 distribution line of which% mile of existing 
single-phase 12.47 kV distribution line will have to be upgraded to a three-phase 
configuration, due to llD's portion of the Project, llD must carry out the responsible agency 
duties under CEQA by rendering findings on MND 2 that considers the aforementioned 
interconnection scheme. 

llD ECU staff determined that MND 2 evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects 
of the impacts and upgrades of llD electrical facilities, as described herein, to 
accommodate the interconnection of the Project to the llD's distribution system in an 
appropriate manner and no further environmental analysis is required under CEQA. 
Copies of the MND 2 documentation is available at the Regulatory & Environmental 
Compliance Section offices located at 321 South Waterman Avenue, Ste. 200, El Centro, 
California, 92243. 
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Project Location Map 
(The developer will build a new 3-phase 12.47 kV Distribution line, llD will upgrade 'h mile of existing single phase 8521 single circuit to 3-phase. Upgrades at the Brawley Diesel Sub relay protection scheme. 

Communication system will use microwave radio.) 
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