
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 32-2020 

WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation ("Caltrans") in cooperation with 
the City of Calexico proposes to improve traffic operations, enhance bicycle and 
pedestrian access, and improve drainage performance on State Route 98 ("SR-98") by 
widening SR-98 from two to four lanes from Dogwood Road through just west of Ollie 
Avenue, and from four to six lanes from Ollie Avenue through SR-111 (Imperial Avenue), 
tying back to the existing road at Rockwood Avenue and constructing ancillary 
components such as new intersections, lengthened right-turn lanes, sidewalks and a new 
bike lane; and 

WHEREAS, to implement the SR-98 widening project ("Project"), Imperial Irrigation 
District ("llD") electric service facilities inside the Project area, as described in the CEQA 
Compliance Summary Staff Report for the SR-98 Roadway Widening Project, dated 
October 20, 2020 ("Staff Report"), attached herewith, will require to be relocated to avoid 
conflict with the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Project was initially assessed in an Initial Study with Mitigated Negative 
Declaration/Environmental Assessment with Finding of No Significant Impact (State 
Clearinghouse No. 2008091055) dated October 2008 ("MND/FONSI"), prepared by 
Caltrans, the lead agency for the Project under the California Environmental Quality Act 
("CEQA") and the environmental review, consultation, and other action required in 
accordance with applicable Federal laws (i.e., National Environmental Policy Act 
("NEPA")) for the Project were carried-out by Caltrans under its assumption of 
responsibility pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327; and 

WHEREAS, to better define the scope of the Project including the llD utility relocation 
required to accommodate the Project, Caltrans prepared a NEPA Re-Evaluation/CEQA 
Re-Validation on October 8, 2020 ("NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation"), which authenticated 
that the Project required the llD utility relocation work as referenced in the MND/FONSI 
and further described in the Staff Report attached herewith; and 

WHEREAS, the MND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation evaluated and analyzed 
the environmental effects of the Project involving and affecting llD as described herein in 
consideration of llD's policy that calls for llD facility upgrades required for and by the 
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Project be included in the Project's environmental effects analysis and any resulting 
impacts be mitigated by the Project developer; and 

WHEREAS, the MND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation did not identify any 
potentially significant environmental impacts related to the Project-driven upgrades of llD 
electrical facilities or propose mitigation measures that are the responsibility of the llD; 
and 

WHEREAS, it was determined that the upgrades to llD electrical facilities required to 
accommodate the Project are subject to CEQA (Title 14 of the California Code of 
Regulations, sections 15000, et seq); and 

WHEREAS, since a portion of the Project involves 110 facilities and requires a major work 
authorization approved by the 11 D Board of Directors, II D is a responsible agency under 
CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.) and, therefore, must 
comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096) including making certain findings 
regarding that portion of the Project involving and affecting the district and not the entirety 
of the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the MND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation has evaluated and 
analyzed the environmental effects of the Project involving and affecting llD as described 
herein, per llD policy, as shown in the Staff Report attached herewith. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Recitals. The Board of Directors hereby finds and determines the foregoing 
recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct. 

2. CEQA Findings. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(f), the 
Board of Directors hereby certifies that it has reviewed and considered the information 
contained in the MND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation and has considered the 
environmental effects of the llD portion of the Project as analyzed in these documents. 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15096(a), the Board of Directors has complied with 
CEQA by considering the MND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation in accordance with 
CEQA Guidelines section 15221, prepared by Caltrans, the CEQA lead agency for the 
Project, and has and will reach its own conclusions on whether and how to approve the llD 
portion of the Project. 

Based on its review and consideration of the MND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re­
validation and pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15091, the Board of Directors hereby 
finds the following: 

a. The MND/EA-FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation provide adequate 
environmental analysis to support all necessary approvals by llD for the llD 
portion of the Project. 
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b. llD is not identified in the IMND/FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation as 
having responsibility over any of the mitigation measures regarding the llD 
portion of the Project, therefore, no findings under CEQA Guidelines section 
15091 (a)(1) are made by I ID. The mitigation measures will be implemented 
and monitored as provided in the MND/EA-FONSI and NEPA/CEQA Re­
validation and no additional mitigation measures are being proposed or 
adopted by llD. Therefore, llD shall not adopt a mitigation monitoring and 
reporting program for the 11 D portion of the Project. 

3. Notice of Determination. The Board of Directors hereby authorizes and 
directs that a Notice of Determination be filed with the Clerk of the County of Imperial. 

4. Documents. The documents and other materials which constitute the 
record of proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Raquel 
Najera, Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333 East Barioni 
Boulevard, Imperial, California, 92251. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 1st day of December 2020. 
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CEQA COMPLIANCE SUMMARY STAFF REPORT 
SR-98 ROADWAY WIDENING PROJECT IN CALEXICO, CA 

OLLIE AVE. TO IMPERIAL AVE. 
October 20, 2020 

I. Background 

The California Department of Transportation ("Caltrans") in cooperation with the City of 
Calexico proposes to improve traffic operations, enhance bicycle and pedestrian access, 
and improve drainage performance on State Route 98 ("SR-98"). SR-98 would be 
widened from two to four lanes from Dogwood Road through just west of Ollie Avenue, 
and from four to six lanes from Ollie Avenue through SR-111 (Imperial Avenue), tying 
back to the existing road at Rockwood Avenue. The proposed lane widths are a standard 
12 feet and a raised median that averages 14 feet in width will be incorporated throughout 
the length of the project. The project is located on SR-98 from 0.3 miles west of Dogwood 
Road to 0.2 mile east of Rockwood Avenue, PM 30.0 to PM 32.6. 

There would also be new intersections constructed or right-turn lanes lengthened to 
create access to new developments. Sidewalks are proposed along both sides of SR-98 
for the entire length of the project to encourage pedestrian use as well as enhance access 
to schools and businesses. The sidewalks would be 5 feet in width. 

This project would also incorporate a new Class II Bike Lane in order to promote bicycle 
use as well as enhance bicyclist access. The bike lane would be adjacent to the sidewalk 
for the entire length of the project in both the eastbound and westbound directions. The 
bicycle lane would be 8 feet in width (See Project Vicinity & Location Maps). 

There are Imperial Irrigation District ("llD") electric service facilities inside the Caltrans 
project area located on SR-98, between Ollie Avenue and Imperial Avenue (See llD 
Electric Service Facilities Location Map), that require to be relocated to avoid conflict with 
the project, which entails the removal of a 3-phase underground switch vault and the 
installation of a new vault at a new designated location, and the installation of 6,636 ft. of 
underground cable and a sector cabinet. In order to avoid any outage to the customers 
located at the commercial area, llD will create two temporary electrical loops to provide 
power service from existing 12.SkV "X-48" circuit located to the north of the Caltrans 
project. Once installation of the new underground switch and ancillary equipment is 
completed power will be reestablished from 12.5kV "X-112" circuit and the temporary 
loops will be left in place for any future contingency. 

II. CEQA Compliance for the Project 

SR-98 Roadway Widening Project ("Project") was originally assessed in a Initial Study 
with Mitigated Negative Declaration/Environmental Assessment with Finding of No 
Significant Impact ("MND/FONSI") dated October 2008 (State Clearinghouse No. 
2008091055), prepared by Caltrans, the lead agency for the Project under the California 
Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"). The environmental review, consultation, and any 
other action required in accordance with applicable Federal laws (i.e., National 
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Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA")) for the Project has been, carried-out by Caltrans 
under its assumption of responsibility pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327. 

To better define the scope of the Project, including the llD utility relocation required to 
accommodate the Project, Caltrans prepared a NEPA Re-Evaluation/CEQA Re­
validation ("NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation") on October 8, 2020. The CEQA Re-Validation 
authenticates that the Project requires additional work for the llD utility relocation, as 
referenced in the MND/FONSI, and is now identified as the removal of the existing 3-
phase underground switch vault and the installation of a new one at a new location, in 
addition to the installation of 6,636 ft. of underground cable and a sector cabinet. 

The MND/FONSI, supported by the NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation, as a whole, has 
evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the Project involving and affecting 
llD as described herein and in consideration of llD's policy that calls for llD facility 
upgrades required for and by the Project be included in the Project's environmental 
effects analysis and any resulting impacts be mitigated by the Project developer. The 
MND/FONSI did not identify any potentially significant environmental impacts related to 
the Project-driven llD improvements. No mitigation measures proposed within the 
MND/FONSI and the corresponding Environmental Commitments Record are the 
responsibility of the llD. The MND/FONSI, supporting documents and the record of project 
approval are available at the California Department of Transportation, District 11 offices 
located at 4050 Taylor Street, San Diego, California 92110 or can be requested online at 
CT.Public.lnformation.D11@dot.ca.gov, https://ceganet.opr.ca.gov/2008091055 and 
https://ceganet.opr.ca.gov/Project/2008091055 

Ill. The 110 Role as a CEQA Responsible Agency 

Because a portion of the Project involves llD facilities and requires a major work 
authorization approved by the llD Board of Directors, llD is a responsible agency under 
CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.) and, therefore, must 
comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096) including making certain findings 
regarding that portion of the Project involving and affecting the 11 D and not the entirety of 
the Project. Thus, the 110 Board of Directors is required to make such findings as are 
referenced in the resolution adopting these findings. llD Environmental Compliance Unit 
staff determined that the MND/FONSI, supported by the NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation, 
evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the impacts and upgrades of llD 
electrical facilities needed to accommodate the Project, as described herein, in an 
appropriate manner and no further environmental analysis is required under CEQA. 
Copies of the MND/FONSI and the NEPA/CEQA Re-Validation documentation is 
available at the Regulatory & Environmental Compliance Section offices located at 321 
South Waterman Avenue, Ste. 200, El Centro, California, 92243. 
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