
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 37-2020 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 110 DIRECTOR ERIK J. ORTEGA 

WHEREAS, Erik J. Ortega, was elected to the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors in 2016 to represent Division 4, which includes the majority of Calexico, south 
Heber and the llD service area along the U.S.-Mexico border; and, 

WHEREAS, Director Ortega served as president of the llD Board of Directors in 2019 
and successfully led the llD through difficult and significant water and energy issues, 
allowing for a passionate dialogue and perspectives about complex and difficult water 
and energy issues impacting the district; and, 

WHEREAS, during his service, the llD Board of Directors fought tirelessly, through years 
of litigious challenges, to uphold and protect the long-standing Colorado River water rights 
of the Imperial. _Irrigation District and the people and communities it serves, while also 
being steadfast and diligent to protect energy customers from rate increases, so that local 
communities can prosper; and, 

WHEREAS, Director Ortega took part in facilitating continued dialogue with the state of 
California over its commitment to the Salton Sea Management Program and discussions 
with the federal government in pursuit of funding to support Salton Sea restoration efforts; 
and, 

WHEREAS, during his service, the llD Board of Directors fought to protect the llD and its 
ratepayers from legislation that threatened the authority of the llD Board of Directors and 
also defended against threats to its local control as a balancing authority; and, 

WHEREAS, a highlight during Director Ortega's tenure was the commissioning of a new 
30-megawatt community solar project that provides up to 12,000 income-qualified llD 
customers the opportunity to participate and receive the benefits of clean, green solar 
energy production while lowering their monthly electric bills; and, 

WHEREAS, Director Ortega led a successful joint US-Mexico partnership between llD 
and Mexico's Centro Nacional de Control de Energia to export power supplies and meet 
increased energy needs in the Mexicali Valley, demonstrating collaboration between two 
countries to serve the public good ; and 



WHEREAS, Director Ortega's service to the district and its customers is highly 
commendable, having served on numerous committees for the benefit of the region, 
including the Imperial Valley Southern Border Committee, Local Entity Competitive 
Subcommittee, Imperial County Transportation Committee, Salton Sea Authority and 
many others. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors and management wishes to acknowledge the positive and lasting contributions 
of Director Ortega during his years of service to the district, to the community and to all 
water and energy customers. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of December, 2020. 
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