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March 23, 2021

Mr. Sean Sterchi, PE

San Diego/Imperial District Engineer
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Drinking Water — San Diego
1350 Front Street, Room 2050

San Diego, CA 92101

Subject: 2020 Annual Report-SDWA Compliance Project
Dear Mr. Sterchi:

On May 16, 2000, the California Department of Health Services, now the Division of Drinking
Water, issued a departmental determination that the Imperial Irrigation District had fulfilled
the requirements of its Compliance Agreement to implement the exclusions outlined in
Section 116275(s) of the California Safe Drinking Water Act. Through the methodologies,
procedures, and processes established by the Compliance Agreement, |ID’s non-agricultural
water users have been “excluded” on a case-by-case basis as domestic water connections
and, therefore, IID is not required to submit an application for a Public Water Supply permit.
In accordance with this determination, please accept this letter as IID’s annual report
(covering the 2020 calendar year) outlining its ongoing SDWA compliance efforts.

In 2020, the vast majority (84.0 percent) of 1ID’s 3,208 canal water users were excluded
based on the “alternative water” designation. The remaining canal water users either received
treated water from a local municipality or small public water system (6.0 percent), or did not
use the canal water for “residential purposes” (3.0 percent). Some portions of our accounts
were also classified as idle/vacant (6.5 percent). Once again, 11D was not forced to terminate
any canal water connections last year in order to maintain compliance, nor did we issue any
disconnection notices. On no occasion in 2020 did IID have 15 or more canal water
connections thatfailed to have an alternative water source for drinking and cooking purposes.

Last year four DDW Approved Providers (D&M Water Company, El Oasis Water Company,
Roman’s Water, and Sparkletts Waters) continued to provide alternative water delivery
service to IID customers. The |ID Board of Directors continued to provide funding for the
Alternative Water Delivery Assistance Program to prevent the termination of alternative water
delivery service to low-income water users who meet the IID Energy Department’s
Residential Energy Assistance Program criteria. 11D staff continues to work with the Imperial
County Planning & Development Services Department to ensure that new rural construction
projects are not permitted until both agencies’ water requirements are fulfilled and that all
major subdivisions are connected to an adequate potable water supply.

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
OPERATING HEADQUARTERS . P.O.BOX 937 - IMPERIAL, CA 92251



Mr. Sean Sterchi
March 23, 2021
Page 2

Account information and owner records are regularly updated as new information becomes
available and/or as tenant changes occur. Additionally, the ability to access data from 1ID’s
power records at each service pipe location supports our capacity to monitor these tenant
changes and ensure compliance with SDWA requirements. Physical site visits continue to
play a critical role in IID’s routine SDWA compliance and enforcement activities along with
the annual DDW Approved Provider verification process. To facilitate these efforts, 1D
continued to dedicate a field staff position to assist current office and database personnel in
these rural site visits.

A new pilot program to support SDWA efforts was initiated in 2018. |[ID and Imperial County
have collaborated to identify opportunities focused on rural water quality issues, particularly
for low:income customers, to develop new mechanisms to address these complicated issues.
A $400,000 pilot project has been implemented that will fund the purchase, installation and
monitoring of point-of-entry treatment devices for certain low income customers enrolled in
the Alternative Water Delivery Assistance Program. To date, 15 systems have been
completed and are operational, while several more systems are scheduled for installation.

As a follow-up to the recommendations that were listed in your November 5, 2018 letter to
the 1ID regarding an evaluation of potential backflow from private chemical applications into
the 1ID conveyance system, |ID would be pleased to initiate this effort. We believe a tour of
the district's water service area would be helpful, and perhaps we could facilitate a
conversation with the Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner’s office and local growers,
so that your staff can more fully understand the Water Department’s operations, routine
agricultural delivery conditions and pesticide use requirements. That would then allow for a
more productive conversation regarding the need for, and identification of, any additional
feasible safety measures. The COVID-19 pandemic has clearly limited travel for all parties,
but once conditions allow, please let us know when you and your staff are available and we
will gladly organize a kick-off meeting.

As always, 11D appreciates the cooperation of your agency and staff as we continue to ensure
IID canal water users are compliant with both federal and state SDWA. We look forward to
working with your office and other partners to develop long-term strategies aimed at reducing
rural dependence on IID’s canal water system. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me directly at (760) 339-9143.

Sincerely,

dz Cladtr—

Steve Charlton
Senior Program Manager, Water Quality Programs

cc: Board of Directors/GM/Legal
Tina Shields, Manager, Water Department
Carrie Cruz, Water Operations Analyst |
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EXCLUDED CONNECTIONS (per SDWA Definitions)

Non-Domestic User Exclusion

Irrigation, stockwater, etc.(no indoor use) 1 90
Private Well 3A 7
97
Alternative Treatment Exclusion
Large Public Water System (municipal/private PWS) 3 169
Large Public Water System (<200 connections) 3 24
193
Alternate Water Supply Exclusion
Approved Provider (verified) 2 2,514
Approved Provider (financial assistance) 2A 180
2,694
Alternate Water Supply - non-approved source 4 0
(1}
Idle/Vacant Accounts (no indoor use)
Vacant 7 205
Vacant (No Meter) 7A 5
210
New Accounts (Verification in progress) 5 14
14
Water User Association 6 0
(1]
Section Total 3,208
2 CONNECTIONS (per SDWA definitions)
No Alternative Water (indoor use of canal water) 9
POE, No Alternative Water (point of entry system) 9
No Response (not verified) 9

Section Total
3 New Construction Total 0
Number of days exceeding SDWA compliance requirements

(15 or more connections per SDWA definitions) in 2016 0
0
Section Total 0

Grand Total 3,208



