
www.iid.com

2022 Equitable Distribution Plan 
Public Workshops 
May 31, 2022 – Imperial (1:00 pm)
June 1, 2022 – Holtville (1:00 pm)
June 2, 2022 – Brawley (1:00 pm)

June 2, 2022 – El Centro (5:00 pm)
June 7, 2022 – IID Board meeting (information agenda)

Rev 6/7/22
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Colorado River Basin Storage
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Reservoir Percent 
Full

Storage 
(MAF)

Elevation 
(feet)

Lake Powell 26% 6.309 3,531.06

Lake Mead 29% 7.555 1,048.22

Total System 
Storage
(60 MAF)

34% 20.303 NA

Total System storage was 25.072 MAF (42% of capacity), this time last year.

Lower Colorado River Drainage Basin
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Upper Colorado River Basin
Water Year 2022 Snowpack and Inflow into Lake Powell
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Water Year 2022 =

• Forecasted Inflow 
5.98 MAF 62% of 
average

• Inflow forecast 
from 51% - 78% 
of average
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1048.2 ft (7.6 maf)

May 2022

3531.3 ft (6.3 maf)
29

26
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Note: Lake Powell releases into Lake Mead may be limited below 3,490’ based on the capacity and 
functionality of the four bypass tubes and the balance of reservoir storage and inflows 
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https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/crmms-2year-projections.html

https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/crss-5year-projections.html

https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/crmms-2year-projections.html
https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/crss-5year-projections.html
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https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/24ms-projections.html

https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/crss-5year-projections.html

https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/24ms-projections.html
https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/riverops/crss-5year-projections.html
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May 2022 Lake Mead CRMMS 5-Year Projections

11



www.iid.com

12

CA
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IID’s QSA Water Conservation & Transfer Summary
(2003-2021 Total = 6,754,287 AF)

IID/MWD Efficiency 
(1988 Agreement), 29%

All-American Canal 
Lining, 13%

San Diego County Water 
Authority Conservation, 

25%

Salton Sea Mitigation 
Conservation, 11%

Exhibit C Payback 
Conservation, 2%

IOPP Conservation 
Payback, 4%

ICS Conservation, 
8%

Coachella Valley Water 
District Conservation, 

8%
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2022 IID Water Use Status
September 20, 2021 – Lower 
Basin stakeholders notified of Tier 1 
Shortage Condition and suspension 
of the Inadvertent Overrun and 
Payback Policy (i.e., overruns are 
not allowed in CY 2022)
May 31, 2022 – Reclamation’s 
forecast projects an IID overrun of 
82,892 AF based on water use to 
date.

14
https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/hourly/forecast.pdf
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2022 Equitable Distribution Parameters
• Annual, calendar year implementation (retroactive to 

January 1 in 2022)
• Equitably distribute available supply among all 

categories of water uses in the District
• Consider certain health and safety needs and urban 

water conservation requirements 
• Agricultural water user method of apportionment -

previously implemented hybrid methodology, comprised 
of both straight line and modified historical use average 
(2003-2012 less high/low)

• Integrated with District conservation programs
• Potential to access supplemental stored conserved 

water supplies, with reimbursement of conservation 
costs 

• Water user compliance with EDP operating parameters, 
including the Clearinghouse and take-or-pay provisions.

15
https://www.iid.com/government/board-meeting-documents/resolutions



www.iid.com

Draft 2022 Revised Equitable Distribution Plan

Water users will be mailed their apportionment offers and actual water uses (through May 31st)
shortly after board decision-making on June 21st; the deadline to accept or reject any
apportionment is July 15th. The default condition is acceptance of the apportionment, so water
users do not have to respond if they wish to accept their full apportionment.

16

Draft Schedule
May 31, 2022 1:00 pm
June 1, 2022 1:00 pm
June 2, 2022 1:00 pm
June 2, 2022 5:00 pm

Stakeholder Meeting – Imperial Farm Credit Services Center
Stakeholder Meeting – Holtville City Hall
Stakeholder Meeting – Brawley City Council Chambers
Stakeholder Meeting – El Centro IID Boardroom

June 7, 2022 IID Board of Directors meeting - Information agenda
June 9, 2022 Agricultural Water Advisory Committee meeting
June 21, 2022 IID Board of Directors meeting - Action agenda (Revised EDP effective if approved)
June 22-24, 2022 Apportionment offers mailed to landowners and tenants
June 1 – December 31, 2022 2022 apportionment term
July 15, 2022 Deadline to accept or reject apportionment (volumetric or percentage, default is acceptance)
July 16 – December 31, 2022 2022 apportionment implementation period
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Operational Requirements and System Conservation
Apportionment

(Acre-Feet) Data Source

Water Rights Settlement Water 11,500 Contractual entitlement water
All-American Canal Concrete 
Lining Project

67,700 Verified contractual water 
conservation yield

Regulatory Operational Water 17,567 IID managed marsh, fish farm and 
pupfish refugium (Maintenance and 
operational permit water demands)

IID/MWD System Conservation 105,000 Verified contractual water 
conservation yield

System Conservation Program 80,316 Verified 2021 conservation yield
Unrecovered System Losses* +    263,054 2020-2021 water balance data

Total 545,137

17

* Includes operational discharge, system losses, evaporation and seepage (excluding MCSIP conservation), 
unmetered service pipes, small acreage, recreational uses, lakes and feedlots due to a lack of accurate 
data.  IID will be working to establish metering requirements for feedlots and certain other water users.
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Categories of Water User Apportionments
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Acre-Feet
Agricultural Water Apportionment 2,446,667
Industrial & Commercial Water Apportionment 21,631
Potable Water Apportionment +      32,580

Total Apportionment 2,500,878
All three categories of water users are apportioned water using the 
same method of apportionment, the 2003-2012 Modified Historical 
Average (less the high/low years), from the same data.  Once the 

apportionments for the water user categories are calculated, individual 
water user apportionments or agricultural acreage apportionments are 
calculated within each category, but the aggregate apportionments will 
not exceed the total apportionment for the water user category.  The 

method of apportionment within a water user category is determined by 
the IID Board of Directors.
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2022 Water Apportionment Chart
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Agricultural Water
97.8% Industrial & 

Commercial 
Water
0.9%

Potable Water
1.3%
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Clearinghouse Reserve Account
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Apportionment (in Acre-Feet)
Water User Apportionments 2,500,878
Operational Requirements and System 
Conservation

+    545,137

Total Accounted Water 3,046,015
Available Reserve for Clearinghouse +      53,985

Total 2022 Entitlement 3,100,000
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Clearinghouse Accounts
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Type of Account Description
Reserve Account Equally allocated to categories of users; 1/3 to agricultural, 

commercial/industrial and potable water user categories.  Water intended to 
correct data errors for those who have a demonstrable change in use (not a 
crop change) as compared to the 2003-2012 time period.  Customers 
wanting to access this water must submit a request to the Clearinghouse by 
August 31, 2022, and any unused balance will be moved into the 
Clearinghouse General Account on September 1, 2022.

General Account Includes rejected apportionment, apportionment accepted but returned for 
transfer and the balance of the Reserve Account as of September 1, 2022; 
no additional cost other than each customer’s water delivery rate (and 
consistent with any contractual requirements or limitations).

Conservation 
Account

Includes any conserved water made available by IID for District water users; 
water delivery rate and the cost for the conserved water.



www.iid.com

2022 Non-Ag Apportionment Methodology

• Apportionments within the Industrial & Commercial Water 
User and Potable Water User categories will be calculated 
using the most recent three-year average.

• Water users must be current on water availability charges, 
water bills and contractual obligations.

• Additional water may be obtained from the Clearinghouse, 
consistent with any contractual requirements or limitations.

22
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2022 Agricultural Apportionment Methodology
Propose using hybrid methodology of modified historical use 
average and straight-line:
 50% of a field’s historical use calculated using the 2003-2012 (ten-

year) average, excluding the high and low years; historical contribution 
capped at 5 AF/AC (50% of 10 AF/AC)
 Total water apportioned to agriculture lands less the historical use 

component, divided equally among eligible agricultural acreage
• Ag acreage are lands connected to IID’s water distribution system that are 

greater than 5 acres and used for crop production, duck ponds, pasture or algae 
farming and are current with both water availability charges and water bills

Ag apportionments range from 2.94 AF/AC to 7.94 AF/AC

23
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Categories of Water User Apportionment
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IID
3,100,000 AF
Entitlement

IID Operational Requirements
& System Conservation

545,137 AF

Agricultural Water 
Apportionment

2,446,667 AF

Potable Water 
Apportionment

32,580 AF

Industrial &
Commercial 

Apportionment
21,631 AF

Field Apportionments
(modified historical average/straight-line hybrid)

2.94 – 7.94 AF/AC

Cities, Special Districts, Private 
Water Systems Apportionments

(3-year recent average)

Facility Apportionments
(3-year recent average)

Clearinghouse 
Reserve

53,965 AF
(1/3 available to each 

category of water user)

2003-2012 (less high/low years) Modified Historical Average 
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Apportionments and Take-or-Pay Requirements
• A water user (landowner or designee) may accept all, part, or none of 

the offered apportionment, the default is acceptance.
• There is no cost initially to accept any of the offered apportionment; 

delivered water will be billed monthly.
• To discourage hoarding, the EDP take-or-pay obligation applies to all 

accepted apportionments. 
• At the end of the year the water user will be charged for any unused 

accepted apportionment at its normal water delivery rate.
• Agricultural water apportionments will managed on a farm unit basis 

so that field apportionments within a farm unit can be used 
collectively, independent of the Clearinghouse.

25
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Clearinghouse
• The Clearinghouse is the mechanism for balancing and adjusting the amount of water 

available to a water user after offered an apportionment; water users can offer 
accepted, but unneeded apportionment to the Clearinghouse for transfer to other users 
or request additional water.

• Available to all water users to transfer water, to put water in or request water from, 
administered on a first come/first serve basis, with certain limits. 

• Water obtained from the Reserve or General accounts will be billed at the water user’s 
delivery rate, after the transfer is authorized, in the same billing cycle in which the 
transfer is made or, if not possible, the next billing cycle; unless the water has already 
been delivered and water user already billed for delivery (no double billing).  

• Water obtained from the Conservation account will require a payment related to the cost 
of that conserved water in addition to the water user’s delivery rate.  Same billing timing.

• Water users submitting unneeded apportionment for transfer will be relieved of the take-
or-pay obligation once the transfer is authorized and the water is transferred into 
another water user’s account. 

• No transfers of water are allowed outside of the Clearinghouse.
26
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EDP Relationship to On-Farm Efficiency 
Conservation Program

• OFECP participants will be provided final conservation estimates (if 
available) or district-wide average conservation yield estimates specific to 
conservation measure and crop. 

• An apportionment volume equal to the conservation yield value for each 
participating field must be transferred to the district conservation account to 
participate in the program.  Once the transfer is authorized, the participation 
commitment is finalized.

• Details and deadlines for these transactions are being developed.
• The 2022 OFECP will continue to operate as authorized, with payments 

based on final conservation estimates, conservation measures and total 
OFECP program yields.  

27
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Water Ordering & Clearinghouse Planning
• Water orders may be placed only if sufficient water is available in the 

water user’s account or farm unit, no negative balances/overruns will 
be allowed.

• Additional water may be obtained from the Clearinghouse, which will 
operate on the same calendar as IID’s normal 9/80 working 
schedule, however the transfer request may take up to 2-3 business 
days to process so plan accordingly (and in advance) for weekends 
and holidays.

• Clearinghouse requests can be submitted online and will be 
processed on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Requests can also be 
submitted at Division or OFECP offices, however the date/time stamp 
may not be as timely.

28



www.iid.com

Farm Units and Water Cards
• The Certificate of Ownership (Water Card) determines which account 

the field is associated with for ordering water.
• This account determines what Farm Unit the field is in.
• Water Cards

 allow the account listed to order water for the field.
 allow the account listed on water card to use apportionment from that field.
 associate that field with the account listed on the water card for any IID farm 

unit based program.
• A new Water Card should be submitted every time

 the ownership changes (even if the tenant stays the same)
 there is a change to the owner designee
 there is a change in tenant (or the tenant’s account number)
 A tenant leaves the field (even if the field is going into a fallowing program)

29
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