











supplied by river water. Saline water from the earlier ponds could be blended with river
water to obtain targeted salinities in some of the newer ponds. If not needed for blending
in the next phase of ponds, saline water from the ponds would discharge to the Salton
Sea. This process would result in a mix of salinities throughout the SCH complex, with
salinities being managed by balancing river inflow, evaporation, and discharge. Higher
salinities in the initial ponds, if needed, could be achieved by temporarily blending diverted
river water with saline water pumped from the Salton Sea. If necessary, temporary
pumping could also be used to initially achieve the targeted salinities in subsequent series
of ponds, but longer-term salinity management would be maintained by balancing inflows,
evaporation, and discharge. If additional salt water were needed in future years to
maintain salinity, saline water from the higher salinity ponds could be recirculated to the
lower salinity ponds. Siting SCH ponds adjacent to the confluence of the New, Alamo, or
Whitewater rivers and the Salton Sea would minimize the need for conveyance facilities
to transport freshwater from these rivers to the ponds. Water flow from the rivers and
between the ponds could be controlled with valves to be able to respond to varying
evaporation or seepage rates and to allow changes in operations to modify salinity or
water depth goals. The precise method of conveying water will be evaluated as part of
the engineering design and environmental review process.

The water supply for the SCH Project would come from the brackish New or Alamo rivers
and/or the Salton Sea. The salinity of the river water is currently about 2 parts per
thousand, and water in the Sea is currently about 51 ppt. For reference, the ocean is
about 35 ppt. Blending the river water and seawater in different amounts would allow for
a range of salinities to be used in the ponds. Detailed modeling studies performed for this
project showed that increasing salinity through evapo-concentration only would not
produce higher salinity ponds in a reasonable time frame (within months). The saline
diversion would occur from pumps placed on a structure in or adjacent to the Sea. The
river diversion would occur either by a gravity diversion from an upstream location or
pumps located near the SCH ponds.

To supply saline water to the SCH ponds to achieve the desired salinity would require
pumping from the Salton Sea, which has a lower water surface than that of the SCH pond
units. The pump station would be located on a platform in the Sea, which would require
existing three-phase power to be brought out to the station. The pump station may have
to be relocated farther out as the Sea recedes and as pumps need to be replaced for
maintenance.

IID Energy facilities affected by the project:

Three-phase power would be required to operate the river or saline pumps. Existing
aboveground power lines operated by IID would be extended to reach the pumping
stations located at the SCH ponds or in the Salton Sea; a three-phase, 480-volt
aboveground system would be required at the SCH ponds while a three-phase, 480-volt
underwater conduit system would be required to reach the pumping plant if it were located
in the Salton Sea. At the New River, the supply line would be extended about 1.5 miles
for the river pumps and about 0.5 to 1 mile for the Sea pumps. At the Alamo River, the
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supply line would be extended up to 1.5 miles for the river pumps and about 1 mile for
the Sea pumps (See Figures 4 and 5). The extension of aboveground electrical power
lines (conductor and power poles), similar to what is currently found in the area, would be
modified to prevent bird collisions and electrocutions (e.g., bird deterrents). Electrical
power will be extended from an existing power pole (along Young’s Road) via new power
poles and new overhead power cables in a path following newly constructed earthen
berms/causeways into the Salton Sea. At the end of this power extension will be a pad-
mounted electrical gear with a primary meter.

The project will require electrical power from 11D at three locations within the project site
(See Figures 5, 6 and 7):

1. The first one would be the O&M building that will require to tap into the existing
12.47 single phase S58 circuit, however, a distance of approx. 1,500 ft. of the
mentioned circuit will need to be upgraded to three-phase using #2 ACSR
conductor and the existing #8 CUWD conductor will need to be removed for that
portion. The line will be intercepted using a new pole with primary riser, the
conductor will go down into a new underground transformer and then go into the
O&M facility using underground conductors and land into a new CT meter located
in the customer switchgear.

2. The second one would be the New River intake; this location needs a 5,000-line
extension coming from the existing 12.47 kV B38 circuit with conductor #2 ACSR.

3. The third location is the Salton Sea Pumping Station, 1ID would need to include the
installation of one (1) 600 kVAR capacitor bank between Pole #1227909-45" and
Pole #65564-40’ on the existing 12.47 kV B38 circuit and to build a line extension
of approx. 1,000 ft. from the same existing circuit using 1/0 UDJ Al conductor to
reach the pump station.

II. NEPA and CEQA Compliance for the Project

The environmental effects of the SCH Project were assessed in a Final Environmental
Impact StatementEnvironmental Impact Report, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Application No. SPL-2010-00142-LLC, State Clearinghouse No. 2010061062, dated July
2013, prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (Title 42 of the United
States Code sections 4341 et seq.) and the California Environmental Quality Act
(California Public Resources Code sections 21000 et seq.) with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers acting as the lead agency under NEPA and the California Department of Water
Resources and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (formerly Department of
Fish and Game), on behalf of the California Natural Resources Agency, as the lead
agency under CEQA.

The Final EIS/EIR has evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the project
involving and affecting |ID as described herein and in consideration of 1ID’s policy that
calls for new IID facilities or facility upgrades required for and by the project be included
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in the project’s environmental effects analysis and any resulting impacts be mitigated by
the project developer.

The Final EIS/EIR did not identify any potentially significant environmental impacts related
to the project-driven |ID improvements. No mitigation measures proposed within the Final
EIS/EIR are the responsibility of the IID.

The Final EIS/EIR, supporting documents and record of project approvals are available
at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers office 5900 La Place Court, Suite 100, Carlsbad, CA
92008 and at the California Department of Fish and Wildlife office 78078 Country Club
Drive, Suite 109 Bermuda Dunes, CA 92203.

Electronically, the Final EIS/EIR and its appendices are available at the following links:

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/\M\Web-Pages/Programs/Integrated-Regional-
Water-Management/Salton-Sea-Unit/Salton-Sea-Species-Conservation-Habitat-Project-
EIR-EIS/SaltonSea-Species-ConservationHabitat-Project-Final-EIS-EIR-

2013 ay 19.pdf

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/WWeb-Pages/Programs/Integrated-Regional-
Water-Management/Salton-Sea-Unit/Salton-Sea-Species-Conservation-Habitat-Project-
EIR-EIS/Salton-Sea-EIR Appendices a y19.pdf

lll. The IID Role as a CEQA Responsible Agency

Because a portion of the the Salton Sea Species Conservation Habitat Project involves
[ID facilities and requires a major work authorization approved by the IID Board of
Directors, IID, as a responsible agency under CEQA (California Code of Public Resources
sections 21000 et seq.), must comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096)
including making certain findings regarding that portion of the project involving and
affecting the district and not the entirety of the project. Thus, the 1ID Board of Directors is
required to make such findings as are referenced in the resolution adopting these
findings. General Counsel staff has determined that the IID distribution power line
extension upgrades required for the project are consistent with the environmental findings
documented for the project as part of the Final EIS/EIR, and that no further CEQA analysis
is needed or warranted. Copies of the Final EIS/EIR are available at the Regulatory &
Environmental Compliance Section offices located at 321 South Waterman Avenue, Ste.
200, El Centro, California, 92243.

Staff Report CEQA Compliance Summary Responsible Agency Findings — June 29, 2022
Salton Sea Species Conservation Habitat Project
Page 4 of 11



Degert Camyp Mag 4023 8207 Soogls  Unmted Siaven

i‘[z‘r

: : Rarcho
e e e b Dos Palmas
Torres Martinezim

Wetlands

= Red Hill
Water Habitat = gay

Pilot Project
A
\

Species
Conservation
Habitat

Go gle Westmariand 2

Salton Sea Management Program - Phase 1: 10-Year Plan Projects Location Map (Figure 1)
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SCH Locatlon Map (Figure 2)

Staff Report CEQA Compliance Summary Responsible Agency Findings — June 29, 2022
Salton Sea Species Conservation Habitat Project
Page 6 of 11



Enifens Sea

=

w o .
E a8
o T

%

S

%
e
Legerd
Aderr ' Ater gt F - B " A
- Aty e o native vy ~pera TWitetw
Acwn ' " o-
Ale atye [ At @live B Acme ahmcw [peiva could be Do

Mikdite Poh " hote  The mper gl Windlte Ares Macard Ut s owned By DF G St
Aterratve ) = Adrnative § o e Pt maramged by USTNS ss part of the Sonny Baro Saton Ses NAR

SCH Project Generalized Locations Map (Figure 3)
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IID Distribution Upgrades Vicinity Map, 1 of 2 (Figure 5)
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