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 MINUTES OF SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2021 

 
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
William R. Condit Auditorium Division 1―Alex Cardenas 
1285 Broadway Ave Division 2―JB Hamby, Vice President 
El Centro, CA 92243 Division 3―James C. Hanks, President 
 Division 4―Javier Gonzalez 
 Division 5―Norma Sierra Galindo  
Enrique B. Martinez, General Manager  
Frank A. Oswalt, General Counsel  

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER― 12:08 p.m.  
Due to concerns over COVID-19, this board meeting was conducted via teleconference, 
with President Hanks and Vice President Hamby present in the El Centro boardroom. 
Directors Cardenas and Gonzalez present via WebEx. Director Galindo was absent. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Vice President Hamby led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
ACTION 

 
1. Adoption of Resolution Proclaiming Local Emergency Associated with the 

August 31, 2021 Storm Event. 
General Manager Enrique Martinez reported on a second storm event that hit 
Imperial County Tuesday night, August 31, 2021. The storm caused major 
damage to IID’s infrastructure in Imperial County (Calipatria and Niland). General 
Manager Martinez stated that the request was for adoption of a resolution 
proclaiming the existence of a local emergency within Imperial County service 
territory. Such resolution will help to ensure the district’s eligibility to receive 
reimbursement monies from the State of California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services for repair and/or replacement of the district’s electric 
infrastructure damaged in the storm event. 
 
General Counsel Frank Oswalt reported that the two recent storms were back-to-
back. The August 30 storm took down 33 power poles along a major transmission 
line between Bombay Beach and North Shore. The August 31 storm event 
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damage over 100 power poles between Calipatria and Niland in Imperial 
County. 
 
Energy Manager Marilyn del Bosque Gilbert provided a summary of the storm event 
in Imperial County on August 31, 2021. She provided a PowerPoint presentation with 
details on the storm event consisting of pole damage count (totaling more than 100 
poles), challenges of primary location, considerations of safe conditions, power 
transmission and distribution lines affected, customers impacted, area map of largest 
impact, Cal Energy plants affected, restoration progress, mutual aid requested for 
crews and materials, and pictures of the affected areas. 

 
Discussion ensued regarding restoration efforts and the joint efforts with the County 
of Imperial, including mutual aide. 

 
The directors present voiced their appreciation to district employees for their hard work 
during the storm events, and thanked IID customers for their patience.  

 
Water Manager Tina Shields reported on significant debris pile up at Imperial Dam 
that staff was able to remove, but things are slowly getting back to normal.  

 
Water Manager Mike Pacheco stated that staff is doing a great job of cleaning out the 
debris without any disruptions to IID customers.  
 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
adopt Resolution No. 33-2021, proclaiming a local emergency in response to the 
powerful windstorm event on Tuesday, August 31, 2021, that affected various 
areas located within the IID service area within the County of Imperial and to seek 
any and all reimbursement available through the State of California, Office of 
Emergency Services.  

Roll Call Vote: 
Director Cardenas Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 

 
ADJOURNMENT― 12:42 p.m.  
 
(This meeting was livestreamed and is accessible to the public at the IID website 
for those wishing a full recording of the proceedings.) 
 
 
 
 
 


