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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021 
  

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

William R. Condit Auditorium Division 1―Alex Cardenas 
1285 Broadway Ave Division 2―JB Hamby, Vice President 
El Centro, CA 92243 Division 3―James C. Hanks, President 
 Division 4―Javier Gonzalez 
 Division 5―Norma Sierra Galindo  
Enrique B. Martinez, General Manager  
Wayne K. Strumpfer, General Counsel  

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER― 8:06 a.m.  
Due to concerns over COVID-19, this board meeting was conducted via teleconference, 
with President Hanks, Vice President Hamby, and Director Cardenas present in the 
boardroom. Director Gonzalez was absent for closed session and present via telephone 
for open session. Director Galindo joined the meeting via WebEx at 10:27 a.m. and was 
absent during open session due to connectivity issues. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
CONVENE CLOSED SESSION― 8:08 a.m.  
 
1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)):  
Water Dept. (two cases). 
 
The board took a break and Director Cardenas stepped out for approximately 10 
minutes. 
 

 

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)):  
Executive Dept. (two cases). 
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3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)):  
Energy Dept. (three cases). 
 

 

4. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 549569.9(d)(1)): El Paso Electric Co. v. FERC, 
Case No. 18-60575, United States Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit. 
 

 

5. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 549569.9(d)(1)): IID v. County of Riverside, 
Case No. BS175175, Los Angeles County Superior Court, California. 

 

   
RECONVENE REGULAR SESSION―1:12 p.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Father Antonio Morales of Saint Patrick's Catholic Church in Calipatria led the invocation 
with Director Cardenas leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
REPORT ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY  
Wayne Strumpfer, legal counsel, reported the following actions from closed session: 1). 
The board voted to give the board president authority to enter into a settlement agreement 
within the case of IID vs. County of Riverside with a vote of 4-0, with Director Gonzalez 
absent; 2) board approved the execution of a proposed settlement agreement with El 
Paso Electric Company 4-0, with Director Gonzalez absent. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board approve 
the agenda as presented. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Absent 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 3-0, with Directors Galindo and Gonzalez absent. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
In Person 
• Pete Rodriguez addressed the proposed ECA rate change. 

 
Via Email: 
• John Allen and Myriam Wunder (residents of Thousand Palms) submitted email 

comments regarding the ECA proposed rate changes (copies are posted on IID’s 
website). 
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BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS   
• Director Cardenas: No comments provided. 
• Vice President Hamby: No comments provided. 
• Director Gonzalez apologized for not being present during closed session due to a 

personal issue. He mentioned the continuing work with streetlight repairs and the 
agricultural water runoff that is going toward the city parks. He expressed his 
appreciation that the local entity funds issue was on today’s agenda as it makes a 
huge difference for non-profit organizations. He congratulated Sabrina Barber for 
being appointed to the Southern California Regional Energy Network. 

• President Hanks: No comments provided. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 
Assistant General Manager Sergio Quiroz reported on behalf of General Manager 
Enrique Martinez, who was absent. 
• He thanked Frank Oswalt, general counsel, for his years of service to IID and wished 

him well in his retirement. He welcomed Mr. Wayne Strumpfer, new general counsel. 
• He mentioned the thunderstorms that took place last night that caused outages, but 

fortunately, IID crews responded promptly to restore service. 
• He reported on 11 new positives cases of COVID-19 since the last report. He noted 

that due to the district implementing safety measures, only three employees were 
exposed at the workplace. He thanked staff for following the established protocols. 

• Regarding Finance, there has been a decline of 82 percent in customers on 
installment plans, of which began at 9,000 installments.  IID currently has 1,600 active 
plans for a total of $487,000 down from $6.1 million.   

 
GENERAL COUNSEL COMMENTS 
General Counsel Wayne Strumpfer was introduced. He reported on his past experience 
and is looking forward to working with the board and staff. 
 
CONSENT 
Moved by Director Cardenas, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board approve 
the following consent agenda items: 
1. Deny claim for damages submitted by the following: 

a. Mel and Helen Gonzales (No. 24799.2IE) 
b. Randy and Dana Gray (No. 24830.1CE)  
c. Jennifer Tapia (No. 24969.1IE)  

2. Acknowledge receipt of Internal Audit report captioned Purchase Card Program 
and Expense Reimbursement Review. 

3. Acknowledge receipt of the quarterly investment report through June 30, 2021. 
4. Approval of extension of the outside Legal Counsel Oswalt & Associates through 

December 31, 2021. 
  
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
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Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 
ACTION 
 
5. Change of Board Meeting Calendar 

Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 
approve the change to the 2021 board meeting calendar as follows to allow for 
replacement/upgrade of the existing audio-video system in the El Centro 
boardroom: 
• Cancel the October 12, 2021 meeting in La Quinta. 
• Move the October 19, 2021 meeting from El Centro, CA to La Quinta, CA 
• Move the November 2, 2021 meeting from El Centro, CA to La Quinta, CA 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 

  

    
6. Security Guard Services - Secondary Request for Proposal No. 424 

Marcia Rivera, officer, Employee Relations and Personnel Development, 
reported on secondary request for proposal No. 424. She indicated that staff 
identified and included additional documents that the board had requested at the 
last board meeting. She indicated that the evaluation committee recommends 
the award be made to Securitas Security Services, USA, Inc. as it is the highest 
ranked vendor and the lowest-bid respondent. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding evaluation criteria where questions were asked 
by Director Gonzalez and answered by Ms. Rivera. 
 
Moved by Director Gonzalez that the board reject staff’s recommendation and 
award to local vendor. Motion failed due to lack of a second.   
 
Regarding minimum-wage increases, a discussion ensued where questions 
were asked by President Hanks and answered by Ms. Rivera and Ms. Kelly 
Senados, vice president at Securitas Security Services. 
 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 
approve issuance of a three-year service agreement for $6,759,794 with 
Securitas Security Services, USA, Inc., with the option to extend the agreement 
for an additional year.  
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Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  No 
Director Gonzalez  No 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion failed 2-2 with Director Galindo absent. 
 
President Hanks asked that this item be brought back at the next board meeting 
when all five board members are present. 

    
7. Appointment of Treasurer for Remaining Calendar Year 2021   
 Moved by Director Cardenas, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board 

approve the appointment of Catherine Belen Valenzuela, chief financial officer, 
as IID treasurer from November 11, 2021 to December 31, 2021. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

8. Resolution Adopting Utility Security Plan for Distribution Level Facilities   
 Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 

adopt Resolution No. 41-2021 to adopt utility security plan for distribution level 
facilities in response to the California Public Utilities Commission approved 
Decision 19-01-018. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

9. Major Work Authorization No. 2.00190 - Amendment No. 1: S-Line/SunPin   
 Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 

approve Amendment No. 1 to Major Work Authorization No. 200190 for 
$543,486 to upgrade the S-Line, which will be built by SunPin. Using Cordoba 
Corporation, IID will perform construction oversight to validate/document that the 
infrastructure aligns with the engineering design work. 
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Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried, 4-0 with Director Galindo absent. 
 

10. Major Work Authorization No. 60121034 - Borrego Medical Center Electric 
Service 

  

 Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 
approve Major Work Authorization No. 60121034 for $304,750 to extend a three-
phase overhead circuit and convert to underground via a rise pole for the 
Borrego Medical Center building in the city of Coachella, CA.  The project will be 
customer funded with the exception of the transformer, which will be paid via 
IID’s rates in accordance with Regulation 15. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

11. Major Work Authorization No. 2.00178: Oat Canal Concrete Lining   
 Ismael Gomez, chief engineer/assistant manager, reported that the cost 

proposal from the contractor has been revised since it was last presented to the 
board on September 21, 2021. The revised cost estimate to concrete lined the 
Oat Canal including contingency is $1,373,800. 
 
Moved by Director Cardenas, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board 
approve Major Work Authorization No. 2.00178 with a revised cost estimate of 
$1,373,800 to concrete lined the Oat Canal. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried, 4-0 with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

12. Major Work Authorization No. 200186: East Highline Flowing Wells Check 
Replacement 

  

 Moved by President Hanks, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board 
approve Major Work Authorization No. 200186 for $730,600 to replace existing 
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East Highline Flowing Wells three-bay check structure and installed one 
automated gate, one standard gate and SCADA controls. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried, 4-0 with Director Galindo absent. 
 

13. Major Work Authorization No. 200188: Munyon Lateral Concrete Lining   
 Moved by Director Cardenas, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board 

approve Major Work Authorization No. 200188 for $755,800 to concrete line the 
Munyon Lateral from Delivery 13 to Delivery 14. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

14. Major Work Authorization No. 200195: Trifolium Lateral 7 Concrete Lining   
 Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 

approve Major Work Authorization No. 200195 for $532,600 to concrete line the 
Trifolium Lateral 7 from Delivery 122 to Delivery 124. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

15. Revision to Amendment No. 2 to Service Agreement No. 8100002396 - SCS 
Engineers for Professional Services for Salton Sea Air Quality Monitoring 
Station Services 

  

 Jessica Humes, environmental project manager, presented a correction to 
amendment No. 2 to service agreement No. 8100002396 with SCS Engineers 
and approved by the board on September 7, 2021. She indicated that there was 
an administrative error in the contract value listed in the prior board memo of 
$882,321.58. The total contract value total should be $918,114.58. The service 
agreement remains at $50,000 and is reimbursable by the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority with no net cost to the Water 
Department. 
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Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 
approve the revision to amendment No. 2 to service agreement No. 8100002396 
with SCS Engineers for professional services for Salton Sea Air Quality 
Monitoring Station Services for $50,000, increasing the contract value to 
$918,114.58.  
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

16. 2021 Water Conservation Plan   
 Vice President Hamby asked that a bound copy of the 2021 Water Conservation 

Plan be provided to General Counsel Wayne Strumpfer. 
 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 
adopt Resolution 42-2021 authorizing the water manager to submit the 2021 
Water Conservation Plan to the United States Bureau of Reclamation. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Absent 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 3-0, with Directors Gonzalez and Galindo absent. 
 
Director Gonzalez lost WebEx connection. 
 

  

17. IID/Imperial County Memorandum of Understanding - Point of Entry Pilot 
Project Phase II IID Supplemental Environmental Project 

  

 Tina Shields, water manager, provided a brief history of the memorandum of 
understanding outlining the funding and implementation responsibilities between 
IID and the Imperial County Division of Environmental Health associated with the 
stipulated order’s supplemental environmental project, which will be presented 
to the Imperial County Board of Supervisors for approval once authorized by IID 
Board of Directors. The program will be implemented over a period of four years, 
beginning in 2021 and concluding by 2025. IID will contribute $549,000 to the 
Division of Environmental Health as outlined in the MOU and in satisfaction of 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board stipulated order. The Energy 
Department’s portion of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
permit violations associated with the El Centro Steam Plant is $465,000, while 
the Water Department will fund $84,000 in violations associated with the grass 
carp fish hatchery. 
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Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Cardenas, that the board 
approve the IID/Imperial County memorandum of understanding for the Point of 
Entry Pilot Project Phase II – IID Supplemental Environmental Project. 
  
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

18. 2019 Local Entity Mitigation Grants - Redistribution of Funds   
 Tina Shields, water manager, provided a brief history of the 2019 Local Entity 

mitigation grants that is nearing its end.  
 
Moved by Director Gonzalez, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board 
approve redirection of previously authorized funds of $12,500 for Calexico High 
School First Robotics Team to two $6,250 grants to each of the Calexico High 
School student organizations, the Bulldogs for Health Awareness and BullDocs, 
and authorize the Water Department manager to execute grant agreements for 
these funds. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

  

19. 2021 Closing Local Entity Mitigation Grants   
 Tina Shields, water manager, noted on changes to the nominees list on pages 

2, 5 and 6, and included in the agenda (page 330). 
 
To a question posed by Director Cardenas regarding his disclosure of being an 
active board member on the BAD Boxing c/o Imperial Valley Regional Chamber 
of Commerce and Vo Medical Neighborhood Medical Clinic, General Counsel 
Strumpfer responded that he could vote on this matter as there is no conflict of 
interest as he is not compensated by either one of these entities. 
 
Moved by Director Gonzalez, seconded by Vice President Hamby, that the board 
approve the 2021 Closing Local Entity mitigation grants for $425,000 as 
presented. 
 
The list of entities and amounts are posted at https://www.iid.com/water/water-
conservation/local-entity.  

  

https://www.iid.com/water/water-conservation/local-entity
https://www.iid.com/water/water-conservation/local-entity
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Roll Call Vote 
Director Cardenas  Yes 
Vice President Hamby Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

INFORMATION 
   
20. Amendment No. 4 to Service Agreement No. 8100002226 - Manatt, Phelps 

& Phillips, LLP  
Antonio Ortega, government affairs and communications officer, briefed the 
board on the work Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP continues to do for state 
representation and lobbying services on legislative and regulatory matters that 
go before the state legislative and executive branches of our government.  
Amendment No. 4 requests an extension of 24 months with the same scope of 
work and same cost to the IID. It includes up to $1,000 per month for 
reimbursable expenses and to be used only for travel outside of Sacramento that 
is requested by IID.  This amendment calls for an increase of $312,000 and up 
to $24,000 for reimbursable expenses. This item will be brought back to the 
board at its next meeting for action.   
 
Mr. Ortega turned it over to Legislative Advisor Alfredo Medina of Manatt, Phelps 
& Phillips, LLP who joined the meeting via WebEx. Mr. Medina thanked the board 
for the opportunity to serve the IID and looks forward to their continued 
partnership. 

 

   
21. Amendment No. 1 to Service Agreement No. 8100002500 - Massie Partners  
 Antonio Ortega, government affairs and communications officer, briefed the 

board on the work Massie Partners conducts on behalf of the IID providing 
representation in Washington, D.C. on legislative and regulatory matters, 
including members of Congress, and federal executive. Amendment No. 1 
requests a 14-month extension that would end December 31, 2022.  The 
increase is $233,100 plus $21,000 for reimbursable expenses.  This item will be 
brought back to the board at its next meeting for action. 
 
Mr. Ortega turned it over to Ms. Tara Billingsley of Massie Partners who joined 
the meeting via WebEx. Ms. Billingsley thanked the board for the opportunity to 
serve the IID and looks forward to their continued partnership. 
 

 

22. Revisions to Policy No. 7200: Critical Infrastructure Protection Cyber 
Security Policy 

 

 Tony Allegranza, manager, Information Technology, briefed the board on the 
revisions to the critical infrastructure protection cyber security standard (CIP-
003-6 R1) Policy No. 7200. This policy requires IID to review and obtain CIP 
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senior manager approval at least once every 15 calendar months for one or more 
documented cyber securities policies for bulk electric cyber systems. 
 
Mr. Allegranza defined critical infrastructure protection as IID’s energy assets 
that are classified as bulk electric cyber systems that are categorized as either 
high impact, medium impact or low impact, depending on how compromising the 
asset would affect the reliability of the systems. He indicated that these cyber 
assets include electronic access control or monitoring systems, physical access 
control systems and other protected cyber assets. The CIP Cyber Security policy 
governs the management and protection of IID’s cyber systems in compliance 
with the NERC CIPS standards and applies to anyone having authorized 
electronic, interactive remote, or unescorted physical access to bulk electric 
cyber systems. Mr. Allegranza indicated that revisions to the policy include 
language to reflect changes to CIP-005-7, which governs electronic security 
perimeters and enforceable in October 2022. In addition, language was added 
to reflect the addition of a new standard CIP-012 that governs communications 
between control centers and enforceable July 2022.  This item will be brought 
back to the board at its next meeting for action. 
 

23. Ormesa, LLC 31-MW Transmission Service Agreement - IID Contract No. 
TSA 2021-68 

 

 Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Regulatory and Strategic Marketing, briefed 
the board on informational agenda items No. 23, 24 and 25 as they covered 
related contracts.  Ormesa, LLC requested an extension to the following three 
geothermal facilities that are set to expire on November 30, 2021. The term of 
the rollover service agreements is one year commencing on December 1, 2021: 
 
• Information item No. 23:  IID Contract No. TSA-2021-68 (31-megawatt) with 

an anticipated revenue to be generated at approximately $628,680. 
• Information item No. 24:   IID Contract No. TSA-2021-69 (one megawatt) with 

an anticipated revenue to be generated at approximately $20,280. 
• Information item No. 25:   IID Contract No. TSA-2021-70 (two megawatt) with 

an anticipated revenue to be generated at approximately $40,560. 
 

Ms. Barber reported that these agreements were presented to the Energy 
Consumers Advisory Committee at its October 4, 2021 meeting and received a 
recommendation for board approval. These items will be brought back to the 
board at its next meeting for action. 
 

 

24. Ormesa, LLC 1-MW Transmission Service Agreement - IID Contract No. 
TSA 2021-69 

 

 Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Regulatory and Strategic Marketing, reported 
on this agreement under information item No. 23. 
 

 

25. Ormesa, LLC 2-MW Transmission Service Agreement - IID Contract No. 
TSA 2021-70 

 

 Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Regulatory and Strategic Marketing, reported 
on this agreement under information item No. 23. 
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26. Generator Interconnection Agreement for Second Imperial Geothermal 

Company 
 

 Ms. Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Regulatory & Strategic Marketing, 
reported that Second Imperial Geothermal Company originally entered into an 
agreement with IID in 1992 and modified the interconnection agreement to align 
the geothermal generating equipment with its nameplate capacity in 2019. IID 
has conducted system impact and facility studies to determine any needed 
mitigation. The total estimated cost of $112,100 will be customer funded. The 
estimate will be trued up after the project’s completion and the developer will be 
reimbursed for network upgrades via transmission rate credits. This item will be 
brought back to the board at its next meeting for action. 
 

 

27. Energy Department General Matters  
 Marilyn Gilbert, energy manager, reported on the following: 

• She provided a brief review of the generation status report and noted that 
staff is starting their planned outage times. 

• She provided an update on last night’s storm that impacted a substation at 2 
a.m. affecting 103 customers; Bombay Beach Substation at 3:43 a.m. 
affecting 192 customers; and 46 customers at Niland, North Shore and 
Mecca lost power; most were restored right away. She indicated that due to 
lightning a couple of poles were replaced. 

 

 

28. Government Affairs/Legislative General Matters  
 Antonio Ortega, officer, Governmental Affairs and Communications, reported on 

the following: 
• The governor has five days to sign or veto bills that are still on his desk.  One 

of these bills is AB 1021 (Mayes).  Staff met with the governor’s deputy staff 
assigned to this bill to express IID’s concerns with the bill, even with its 
current LAFCO study. IID sent a veto request letter as did the Special 
Districts Association, Southern California Public Power Authority, California 
Municipal Utilities Association, Imperial County Board of Supervisors, 
Imperial County Farm Bureau, City of El Centro and San Diego County Water 
Authority.  Staff will update the board when news is received. 

• IID is actively participating in the current CAISO Stakeholder process that is 
intended to enhance CAISO’s maximum import capability. He indicated that 
the IID submitted a letter expressing its concern with the latest draft and staff 
is encouraged that CAISO is looking to address this methodology and 
potentially provide benefits to renewable energy projects interconnected to 
the adjacent balancing authority areas. 

• On the federal side, he noted there have been discussions with the 
administration and congressional Democrats to move important pieces of 
legislation forward that would include billions of dollars in infrastructure; 
however, there seems to be a stalemate. 

• He provided an update on two congressional hearings that are coming up. 
Tomorrow the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee will hold a 
hearing on the drought in the West. This hearing is not intended to solely 
focus on the Colorado River and the committee hearing will be chaired by 
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Senator Kelly from Arizona.  The Assistant Secretary of Water and Science 
at the Bureau of Reclamation is expected to testify. During the week of 
October 15, the House Natural Resources Committee will have a similar 
hearing but chaired by Representative Jared Huffman and the focus to be on 
the Western drought and the Colorado River. Finally, he reported that a 
hearing will take place on October 20 with Colorado River stakeholders. Ms. 
Tara Billingsley of Massie Partners has requested from the Committee that 
the IID be invited to testify, but waiting to hear back if the invitation will be 
extended to the IID. 

 
29. Water Department General Matters  
 Tina Shields, water manager, reported on the following: 

• She reported that October 1 was the start of the hydrologic water year and 
that it should not be as bad as last year, which was the second worst year on 
record.   

• She reported that IID received a notification from the Lower Colorado River 
Regional Office, Regional Director Jacki Gold, that the 2022 calendar year 
will be a tier one shortage condition under the 2007 guidelines, as well as a 
trigger elevation for the Drought Contingency Plan contributions by Arizona, 
Nevada and country of Mexico. Arizona has a commitment of 512,000-acre 
feet between the two different programs, which is about 18 percent of their 
entitlement.  Nevada has contributions that total 21,000-acre feet, which is 
seven percent of their annual apportionment.  Mexico has delivery reductions 
totaling 80,000-acre feet, which is about five percent of their annual 
entitlement. As California has senior water rights status, there are no 
obligations for California agencies. On behalf of the IID, Ms. Shields 
submitted a revised water order that takes into account IID’s settlement 
agreement with MWD and puts them on notice that to the extent the district 
has excess conservation available this calendar year, IID will be filling up its 
25,000-acre feet subaccount with MWD. MWD will get 1,700-acre feet of 
water meant to address the 2021 losses for the resolution of the 2018 
storage.  The last part of the regional director’s letter also reminds everyone 
that under shortage conditions, the inadvertent overrun and payback policy 
is suspended. Those that have outstanding debts will have to pay those off 
as soon as possible. It also reminds contractors they will not be allowed to 
overrun moving forward. 

 
Mike Pacheco, water manager, reported on the following: 
• He reported that staff is having difficulty purchasing the material for some of 

the capital projects brought forward by staff for approval and completion this 
year. Vendors are having a hard time committing such material. He said that 
while staff may have found some material for the North Date, it looks like the 
Dogwood project might not happen this year. 

 
Director Gonzalez thanked the Water Department for responding to Calexico 
residents reporting issues. 
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ADJOURNMENT― 3:08 p.m.  
 
(This meeting was livestreamed and is accessible to the public at the IID website 
for those wishing a full recording of the proceedings.) 
 


