
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 6-2023 

WHEREAS, the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project proposes the development sufficient 
groundwater (both quantity and quality) to establish and sustain vegetation cover onsite 
and implementation of dust control measures (DCMs) to provide dust control and habitat 
enhancements to the south of the community of Bombay Beach as part of the Imperial 
Irrigation District's (liD's) 2021/2022 Proactive Dust Control Plan (PDCP) of the Salton 
Sea Air Quality Management Plan (SSAQMP). 

WHEREAS, the Proposed Project would be comprised of: (1) the development (drilling, 
testing and operations) of up to three shallow groundwater wells (approximately 100 feet 
deep) and associated solar-powered pumps, three 5,000-gallon storage tanks, 
conveyance pipelines, and 5,250 linear feet of access roads; (2) vegetation of 86.5 acres 
of seeded or transplanted iodine bush in vegetated hedgerows, including site preparation, 
seeding, and transplanting, and installation of managed irrigation systems; (3) 
enhancement of up to 53 acres of exisitng vegetation through rainwater harvesting (bund) 
techniques; (4) the implementation of waterless DCMs including placement of hay bales 
and perimeter sand fencing; (5) the placement of physical exclusion barriers; and (6) 
ongoing operations, maintenance, and monitoring of the Project components. 

WHEREAS, the Project Area consists of 168.39 acres of property located in the 
northeastern quarter of Section 33 of Township 9 South, Range 12 East, San Bernardino 
Base and Meridian as depicted on the 1998 Frink, California U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle map. The northwestern corner of the Project 
Area is one block east of the intersection of 1st Street and Avenue G in the community of 
Bombay Beach. 

WHEREAS, the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project would implement dust control to 
reduce air quality impacts and health effects associated with particulate matter less than 
10 microns in diameter (PM1o) in the Bombay Beach Planning Area, a project identified 
in the 2021/2022 PDCP under the SSAQMP in compliance with Mitigation Measure AQ-
7 of liD's Water Conservation and Transfer Project Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact Statement. 



WHEREAS, it was determined that the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project is subject to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Title 14 of the California Code of 
Regulations, sections 15000, et seq). 

WHEREAS, the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project was assessed pursuant to CEQA in 
an Addendum, dated January 2023, to the Final EIR/EIS for the Water Conservation and 
Transfer Project (State Clearinghouse No. 1999091142) as amended. 

WHEREAS, the Addendum as a whole has evaluated and analyzed the environmental 
effects of the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project. 

WHEREAS, the Addendum did not identify any new potentially significant environmental 
impacts or new mitigation measures related to liD's Water Conservation and Transfer 
Project. 

WHEREAS, because the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project would occurr on liD land and 
requires a major work authorization approved by the liD Board of Directors, liD as the 
lead agency under CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.), 
therefore, must comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15091) to make CEQA 
findings regarding the project. 

WHEREAS, the Addendum has evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the 
project as described in the CEQA Compliance Summary Staff Report for the Bombay 
Beach Plot Study Project, dated January 6, 2023, attached herewith. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Recitals. The Board of Directors hereby finds and determines the foregoing 
recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct. 

2. CEQA Findings. Based on its review and consideration of the Addendum 
and pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15091, the Board of Directors hereby finds the 
following: 

a. The Addendum to the Final EIR/EIS for the Water Conservation and 
Transfer Project (State Clearinghouse No. 1999091142) provides adequate 
environmental analysis to support all necessary approvals by liD for the 
Bombay Beach Plot Study Project. 

b. No new significant impacts would occur under the Bombay Beach Plot Study 
Project and no new mitigation measures would be required. Therefore, no 
revisions to the Water Conservation and Transfer Project Final EIR/EIS's 
Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program would be needed. The 
mitigation measures will be implemented and monitored as provided in the 
Final EIR/EIS for the Water Conservation and Transfer Project and no 
additional mitigation measures are being proposed or adopted by liD. 

Resolution No. 6-2023 
Bombay Beach Plot Study Project CEQA Findings 

February 7, 2023 
Page 2 of 3 



3. Notice of Determination. The board of directors hereby authorizes and 
directs that a Notice of Determination be filed with the Clerk of the County of Imperial. 

4. Documents. The documents and other materials which constitute the 
record of proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Raquel 
Najera, Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333 East Barioni 
Boulevard, Imperial, California, 92251. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 7th day of February, 2023. 

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

dt:--P-re-s-id_e_n_t 
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I. Background 

STAFF REPORT 
BOMBAYBEACHPLOTSTUDYPROJECT 

CEQA COMPLIANCE SUMMARY 
January 6, 2023 

The Bombay Beach Plot Study Project proposes the development of sufficient groundwater (both quantity 
and quality) to establish and sustain vegetation cover onsite and implementation of dust control measures 

(DCMs) to provide dust control and habitat enhancements to the south of the community of Bombay 
Beach as part of the Imperial Irrigation District's (liD's) 2021/2022 Proactive Dust Control Plan (PDCP) of 
the Salton Sea Air Quality Management Plan (SSAQMP) (Figure 1 ). The PDCP recommends dust 
mitigation projects on approximately 7,000 acres, including a series of plot studies and irrigation water 
supply development implemented in a series of steps over three years. These plot studies are designed to 
test the effectiveness of various DCMs including their operation, maintenance, and cost. Results of the 
plot studies will inform larger scale implementation of dust control in each planning area identified in the 
SSAQMP. Bombay Beach was identified as an area for implementation of DCMs in the 2021/2022 PDCP. 

The Project Area comprises approximately 168.39 acres which has been identified as a priority area to 
evaluate groundwater supply and quality and development, vegetation establishment options, 
maintenance of existing vegetation, stormwater retention and spreading features (bunds), and waterless 
DC Ms. Critical to the success of this Project is development of sufficient groundwater suitable to establish 
and sustain vegetation cover within the Project Area. Waterless DCMs will include placement of hay bales 
and perimeter sand-fencing. The Proposed Project would include: 

• Development (drilling, testing, and operations) of up to three shallow supply wells (approximately 
1 00 feet deep) on approximately 86 acres; 

• Installation of approximately 5,000 feet, with a footprint of 4 acres, of perimeter sand-fencing; 

• Placement of physical exclusion barriers including hay bales, sand-fencing, and concrete barriers 
around site perimeter; 

Installation of access routes totaling 5,250 linear feet {LF); 

• Installation and operations of solar-powered electric submersible groundwater pumps; 

• Placement and use of approximately three 5,000-gallon water storage tanks; 

• Installation of irrigation system from wells to storage tanks and from storage tanks to vegetation 
on the exposed playa; 

• Enhancement of up to 53 acres of existing vegetation through rainwater harvesting (bund) 
techniques and establishment of 86.5 acres of vegetated hedgerows, including site preparation, 
seeding, and transplanting, and installation of managed irrigation systems. Vegetation would be 
seeded or transplanted iodine bush; and 

• Ongoing operations, maintenance, and monitoring of the Project components. 

The Project Area is located in the northeastern quarter of Section 33 of Township 9 South, Range 12 
East, San Bernardino Base and Meridian as depicted on the 1998 Frink, California U.S. Geological 
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Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle map (Figure 2). The northwestern corner of the 
Project Area is one block east of the intersection of 1st Street and Avenue G in the community of Bombay 
Beach. 

The Project will be subject to a Conditional Use Permit issued by the County of Imperial for the new 
supply wells to be put into production as a groundwater extraction facility (pursuant to the Imperial County 
Groundwater Management Ordinance [Title 9, Division 22 of the County Code]) . 

II. CEQA Compliance for the Project 

The Bombay Beach Plot Study Project would comply with required mitigation under the Final 
Environmental Impact Report and Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIR/EIS) (State Clearinghouse 

No. 1999091142) for liD 's Water Conservation and Transfer Project and Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) certified by liD, as the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Lead Agency, in June 2002 
that evaluated the water conservation and transfer project that would conserve and transfer up to 300,000 
acre-feet per year (AFY) of liD's Colorado River entitlement. The Final EIR/EIS identified potential air 
quality impacts from windblown dust from exposed Salton Sea playa as a result of the water conservation 
reducing the volume of agricultural inflows to the Sea. The requirements for monitoring and mitigating 
dust emissions from the exposed Salton Sea playa are identified in the Final EIR/EIS as Mitigation 
Measure AQ-7. The SSAQMP, therefore, was developed by liD in compliance with Mitigation Measure 
AQ-7 to reduce air quality impacts and health effects associated with particulate matter less than 10 
microns in diameter (PM 1 0). The 2021/2022 PDCP was developed to establish priorities and a work plan 
for implementation of the SSAQMP. A CEQA Addendum dated January 2023 was prepared to address 
implementation of a proposed dust control plot study in the Bombay Beach Planning Area identified in the 
2021/2022 PDCP under the SSAQMP (titled the Bombay Beach Plot Study) (The Final Addendum to 
Environmental Impact Report Bombay Beach Plot Study prepared by ECORP Consulting, Inc. is available 
at https://www.iid.com/about-iid/environmental-documents-available-for-public-review. 

liD Water Department environmental staff has determined that implementation of the Bombay Beach Plot 
Study would not be subject to a subsequent EIR pursuant to Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines. 
Specifically, the analysis and results contained in the CEQA Addendum prepared for the Bombay Beach 
Plot Study Project conclude the following: 

• Substantial changes are not proposed in the Project which would require major revisions of the 
previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental 
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects ; 

• Substantial changes would not occur with respect to the circumstances under which the Project is 
undertaken which would require major revisions of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration due 
to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 
severity of previously identified significant effects ; and 

• No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified as 
complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, shows any of the following : 

o The Project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR or 
negative declaration; 

o Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown in 
the previous EIR; 
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o Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be 
feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but 
the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or 

o Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed 
in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the 
environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 
alternative. 

The Addendum did not identify any new potentially significant environmental impacts or new mitigation 
measures related to liD's Water Conservation and Transfer Project. 

The Addendum, supporting documents and record of project approval are available at the Imperial 
Irrigation District office at 420 East Barioni Boulevard, Imperial, California 92251 or online at the liD 
website: https://www.iid.com/about-iid/environmental-documents-available-for-public-review. 

Ill. Staff Findings 

Because the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project would occur on liD land and require a major work 
authorization approved by the liD Board of Directors, liD, as the lead agency under CEQA (California 
Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.), therefore, must comply with CEQA requirements (14 
CCR § 15091) and make CEQA findings regarding the project. Thus, the liD Board of Directors is 
required to make such findings as are referenced in the resolution adopting these findings . liD Water 
Department environmental staff determined that the Addendum evaluated and analyzed the 
environmental effects of the Bombay Beach Plot Study Project and no further environmental analysis is 
required under CEQA. 
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Figure 1. Project Location and Vicinity 
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