
 
IID Meeting Minutes April 18, 2023 Page 1 of 6 

 

R 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 
 

Boardroom 
81-600 Avenue 58 

La Quinta, CA 92253 
 

Division 1―Alex Cardenas, President 
Division 2―JB Hamby, Vice President 
Division 3―Gina Dockstader 
Division 4―Javier Gonzalez 
Division 5―Karin Eugenio 

 
Enrique B. Martinez, General 
Manager 
Geoffrey Holbrook, General Counsel 
Raquel Najera, Secretary to the 
Board 

 
CALL TO ORDER— 1:00 p.m. 
All members were present at IID’s La Quinta boardroom. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The invocation and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Pastor Julie Hodges of Saint Andrew 
Community Presbyterian Church, Indio, CA. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
• Service Award was presented to one employee for a total of 25 worker-years. 
• The board recognized three employees who completed the district’s apprenticeship 

journeyman program. 
• President Cardenas recognized Autism Awareness Month for April 2023. Antonio 

Ortega, government affairs officer, read the proclamation recognizing Autism 
Awareness Month, including a proclamation recognizing National Arbor Day 2023. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
• Alex Christodoulou, with the research team of Middlebury Institute and the 

University of California, Berkeley, spoke in regard to their interest on the proposed 
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lithium extraction at the Salton Sea and water implications it might have in that 
area. 

• Philip Bettencourt, Coachella Valley Energy Commission, At-Large member for 
cities, addressed the board regarding the Alternative Governance and Electricity 
Services Study sponsored by the IID, as well as legislative leadership and 
administered by Imperial and Riverside Local Agency Formation Commission.  

 
CONSENT 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Eugenio, that the board 
approve the following consent agenda items as presented (Numbers 1, 3-9) with 
consent item number 2 moved to the action agenda. Motion carried 5-0. 
  
1. Directors expense reports. 
  
2. Approval of Energy Cost Adjustment Billing Factors – May 2023 
 This item was moved to “Consent Items Added to Action Agenda” at the request 

of Director Dockstader. 
 

3. Acknowledge financial update through February 28, 2023. 
  
4. Approval of amendment No. 1 to Service Agreement No. 8100002614 for 

$65,000 with Brinks Armored vehicle services for uninterrupted vehicles 
services. 

  
5. Approval of budget amendment to Major Work Authorization No. 200257 for 

$441,307 to complete the upgrade of the Niland Control System project. 
  
6. Approval of amendment No. 2 to Service Agreement No. 8100002871 with 

Formation Environmental, LLC for $445,046 for professional environmental 
services for the Salton Sea Air Quality Mitigation Program (SSAQMP). 

  
7. Approval of service agreement with Formation Environmental, LLC for SSAQMP 

technical support for groundwater projects for $198,500 and reimbursable by the 
Quantification Settlement Agreement Joint Powers Authority. 

  
8. Approval of appointment of Viva M. Arellano as IID treasurer for the remaining 

calendar year 2023. 
  
9. Adoption of Resolution No. 14-2023 authorizing officers to invest monies with 

the State of California Local Agency Investment Fund. 
  
CONSENT ITEMS ADDED TO ACTION AGENDA 
 
2. Approval of Energy Cost Adjustment Billing Factors – May 2023 
 Prior to review and approval of this item, Director Dockstader indicated that the 

Energy Cost Adjustment (ECA) is still short $5 million.  
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Chief Financial Officer Belen Valenzuela presented the ECA and responded to 
board members questions, including market volatility and $5 million deficit. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
acknowledge the energy cost adjustment billing factor of $0.0455 per kilowatt-
hour and an ECA Renewable billing factor of $0.0027 per kilowatt-hour for a total 
of $0.0482 per kWh for May 2023. 

 
ACTION 
 
10. Adopt Positions on State Legislation 

Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Eugenio, that the board 
adopt the recommended positions on the following legislation: 
 
1. AB 1567 (Garcia) Climate and Resources Bond (Support) 
2. SB 57 (Gonzalez) Moratorium on Utility Shutoffs During Extreme Weather 

(Oppose unless amended) 
 
Motion carried 5-0. 

  
11. Approval of Budget Amendment to Fuel and Purchase Power Budget 
 Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 

approve a budget amendment to increase the 2023 fuel and purchase power 
budget for $11,814,303.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

INFORMATION 
 
12. Custom Energy Solutions Program – Incentive Considerations 

Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Business and Regulatory Compliance 
Programs, provided a brief review of California Senate Bill No. 1037 that 
establishes several important policies regarding energy efficient. IID’s energy 
efficiency portfolio includes the Custom Energy Solutions Program for non-
residential customers. Ms. Barber reported on the request by the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to increase the annual incentive 
cap from $150,000 to $250,000 for energy efficiency projects at the Calipatria 
and Centinela prisons  

  
13. Water and Energy Departments 30-Year Outlook - Board Policy G-17: Biennial 

Planning Process 
Energy and Water department managers provided an overview of departments 
30-year outlook as required by Board Policy G-17, Biennial Planning Process, 
via a PowerPoint presentation. 

  
14. 2023 Summer Readiness Update 

Timothy Hamilton, assistant energy manager, provided an overview via a 
PowerPoint presentation that included the following topics: 
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• 2023 capacity needs as of January 2023 
• Product procurement mix details 
• Factors impacting readiness 
• Yucca Steam Plant reliability issues 
• 2023 revised capacity needs 
• Financial impact 

  
REPORTS 
  
15. Water Department  
 • Water Manager Tina Shields:  

o Reported on Agriculture Stakeholder meetings and the draft 
supplemental environmental statement released by Reclamation 
identifying three potential alternatives.  

o Snowpack is almost record-breaking. 
• Water Manager Mike Pacheco 

o Reported on high flows, and seepage conditions at the All-American 
Canal and Central Main Canal along Austin Road. 
 

16. Energy Department 
 Energy Manager Jamie Asbury reported as follows: 

• Staff will meet with members of the Thousand Palms development area and 
representatives from Riverside County on April 19, 2023 to address 
infrastructure needs. 

• Energy staff submitted a grant application under the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act program for an Advanced Distribution Outage 
Management System. In addition, staff is working on grant funding 
opportunities for hydro generation refurbishment projects. 

• Energy staff has been working with the City of Indio on a joint powers 
authority concept. 

• Ms. Asbury will be reporting on IID’s open access transmission tariff 
generator interconnection, distributed generation – solar installations, and 
Customer Service projects pending. 

• Vendor was onsite today to replace the switchgear at the El Centro 
Generating Station in an effort to have the unit back on line by end of May 
2023. 

 
17. Support Departments 

Assistant General Manager Sergio Quiroz reported that the Health, Safety, and 
Environment Workgroup meetings have initiated. 
 
Mr. Quiroz turned to Human Resources Manager Marcia Rivera who provided 
an overview of IID’s summer internship program, including selection process, 
program overview, and benefits for interns and IID. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding reaching out to high school students and 
universities.  
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18. General Manager 
 General Manager Enrique Martinez reported as follows: 

• The Department of Energy will visit lithium development sites in the Salton 
Sea region on Tuesday, April 25, 2023. 

• He attended CMUA 2023 annual conference in Rancho Bernardo on 
Monday, April 17, 2023. He commented on a presentation regarding the 
amount of work that will be required from all utilities to achieve the goals the 
State of California has laid out regarding electrification and its timeline. Mr. 
Martinez suggested scheduling a board workshop to address this issue and 
understand its expectations and challenges. 

 
19. Board of Directors 

Board of Directors Committee Reports: 
President Cardenas reviewed list of committees and board members gave a brief 
report on current/upcoming activities to the following listed committees: 
 

Organization Appointees 
American Public Power Assoc. Policy Makers Council Cardenas 
Agricultural Water Advisory Committee Dockstader/Hamby 
Coachella Valley Association of Governments — 
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 

Cardenas/Hamby 

Coachella Valley Association of Governments — 
Energy and Environmental Resources Committee 

Eugenio/Hamby 

Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, and Business Eugenio 
Colorado River Board/Colorado River Committee Hamby/Dockstader 
Energy Consumers Advisory Committee  Eugenio/Dockstader 
Family Farm Alliance Dockstader 
Health, Safety, and Environment Workgroup Gonzalez/Quiroz 
Legislative Committee — Federal Cardenas/Hamby 
Legislative Committee — State Eugenio/Hamby 
Public Affairs Workgroup Eugenio/Hamby 
Salton Sea Authority Cardenas/Dockstader 

 

 
At the request of President Cardenas, General Manager Martinez will provide the board 
a copy of the letter dated April 10, 2023, to Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia regarding 
AB 1567. 
 
President Cardenas reviewed list of 2-on-2 committee meetings and Vice President 
Hamby attended and reported on the 2-on-2 with the City of Brawley. 
 
• Director Gonzalez: 

o The City of Calexico celebrated its 115th anniversary. 
o Director Gonzalez thanked IID for organizing the Earth Day Celebration. 
o Director Gonzalez attended the Calexico History Book event where the 

bilingual history of Calexico was released. Director Gonzalez provided a copy 
of the book, signed by the author, to Vice President Hamby.   
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Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Dockstader, to adjourn open 
session at 3:39 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The board took a break. 
 
CONVENE CLOSED SESSION— 3:45 p.m. 
 
1. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR (Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54957.6):  

IID Representative: S. Quiroz 
Employee Organizations: IBEW, PSA, and EMA. 

  
2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— EXISTING LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 549569.9(d)(1)): International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 465 v. Imperial Irrigation 
District, Case No. LA-CE-1482-M, Public Employment Relations Board. 

  
3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)):  
Energy Dept. (one case). 

  
4. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL — ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)):  
Water Dept. (one case). 

  
5. PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT (Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54957(b)(1)):  

Title: General Manager. 
  
RECONVENE OPEN SESSION— 7:29 p.m. 
 
REPORT ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY 
None. 
 
ADJOURN AS IID BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Moved by Director Eugenio, seconded by Director Gonzalez, to adjourn as IID Board 
of Directors. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
CONVENE AS THE IID FINANCING CORPORATION— 7:37 p.m. 
 
1. Election of Office of Treasurer 

Moved by Vice President Hamby, seconded by Director Dockstader, that the board 
adopt Resolution No. 2023-2 appointing Ms. Vivia M. Arellano as the new treasurer 
to the IID Financing Corporation Board of Directors for the remaining calendar year 
2023.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT— 7:39 p.m. 
 
(This meeting was livestreamed and is accessible to the public at the IID 
website for those wishing a full recording of the proceedings.) 


