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RMINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
STUDY SESSIONR 

Monday, April 24, 2023 
 

University of California 
Desert Research and Extension Center 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
1004 Holton Road 
Holtville, CA 92250 

 
Division 1―Alex Cardenas, President 
Division 2―JB Hamby, Vice President 
Division 3―Gina Dockstader 
Division 4―Javier Gonzalez 
Division 5―Karin Eugenio 

 
Enrique B. Martinez, General Manager 
Geoffrey Holbrook, General Counsel 
Raquel Najera, Secretary to the Board 

 
CALL TO ORDER—12:05 p.m. 
All members were present at the University of California Desert Research and Extension 
Center. 
 
Also present at the study session: 
• General Manager Enrique Martinez 
• Assistant General Manager Sergio Quiroz 
• General Counsel Geoffrey Holbrook 
• Water Department: 

o Water Manager Tina Shields 
o Water Manager Mike Pacheco 

 
• Energy Department: 

o Energy Manager Jamie Asbury 
o Matt Smelser 
o Lauren Silva 
o Sabrina Barber 

 
• Finance Department: 

o Chief Financial Officer Belen Valenzuela 
o Vivia Arellano 
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o Aletia Vizcarra 
o Isis Montes 
o Mei Randle 

 
• Pubic Attendance: Kay Day Pricola, member of the Energy Consumers Advisory 

Committee. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lauren Silva of the Energy Department. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
STUDY SESSION 
  
1. Energy Cost of Service Study 

Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Belen Valenzuela introduced Tony Georgis of 
NewGen Strategies and Solutions who performed a retail electric cost of service 
study and rate design structures tailored for the Imperial Irrigation District. The 
proposed rate structures are being designed to not only recover the district’s 
costs but also meet current changes in the energy market and renewable 
technologies while meeting customers’ needs. 
 
Mr. Georgis provided an overview via a PowerPoint presentation of the electric 
utility financial forecast results. The summary consisted of 1) financial forecast 
overview and results, 2) cost of service, 3) potential rate making strategy and 
results, and 4) steps in public rate making.  
 
After the presentation, board members and management asked questions 
and/or provided input, with Mr. Georgis responding to questions. 
 
Ms. Pricola commented on IID’s system reliability. 
 
Ms. Valenzuela discussed the scheduling of public workshops and Director 
Gonzalez expressed the importance of scheduling workshops in Spanish. 
 
President Cardenas asked that this item be presented to the Energy Consumers 
Advisory Committee before scheduling any public workshops, including the 
Coachella Valley Energy Commission.  
 
Board members provided input concerning rate hearings and ECA. 
 

2. Transmission Rate Credit Overview 
Lauren Silva, inter-connect transmission contract administrator, provided an 
overview via a PowerPoint presentation of transmission rate credits. 
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Ms. Silva indicated that Los Angeles Water and Power, Sacramento Municipal 
Utility District and Salt River Project are a number of publicly owned utilities that 
do not follow FERC’s pro forma process for reimbursement for network 
upgrades. 
 
Listed are some of the topics covered in this presentation: 
• FERC orders 
• Rate credits 
• Common and network upgrades 
• Transmission rate credits 
• Current projects receiving transmission rate credits 
• Potential structures 
• Decline to voluntarily reimburse 
• Limited term 
• Percentage reimbursement 
• Declining reimbursement rate 
• Impact to existing customers 
 
After the presentation, board members and management asked questions 
and/or provided input. 
 
Board members agreed with staff’s recommendation that the district should 
continue with voluntary reimbursement via rate credits, but modifying 
parameters. 

  
3. Public Benefits Fund Balance Concepts 

Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Business and Regulatory Compliance 
Programs, provided an overview related to public benefits programs and its 
balance account followed by a proposed distribution plan to return funds to 
ratepayers in the form of projects and programs that comply with the 
requirements of AB 1890 (Brulte). The proposed two-year Public Benefits Fund 
plan includes the following: 
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After the presentation, board members and management asked questions 
and/or provided input. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT—2:36 p.m. 


