IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 37- 2023

WHEREAS, the Desert Retreat Specific Plan, developed by Pulte Home Company, LLC;
proposes to establish an active adult community for residents aged 55 and above with up to
1,500 residential units along with community and recreational amenities north of Avenue 40,
between Jefferson Street and Madison Street, in Indio, California; and

WHEREAS, the implementation of the Desert Retreat Specific Plan requires upgrades and
additions to IID infrastructure as described in the CEQA compliance summary staff report,
dated October 12, 2023 attached herewith, which are considered an integral part of the
project; and

WHEREAS, the environmental effects of the Desert Retreat Specific Plan were assessed in
the Environmental Impact Report (State Clearinghouse No. 2022070300) prepared by
Meridian Consultants for the City of Indio, the lead agency pursuant to the California
Envircnmental Quality Act and adopted and certified by the Indio City Council, including a
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, on August 16, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the EIR has evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the project
involving and affecting IID as described herein and in consideration of |ID’'s policy that calls
for 11D facilities or facility upgrades required for and by the project be included in the project's
environmental effects analysis and any resulting impacts be mitigated by the project
developer; and

WHEREAS, the EIR did not identify any potentially significant environmental impacts to IID
facilities or related to the project-driven IID improvements or propose mitigation measures
that are the responsibility of the 11D; and

WHEREAS, it was determined that impacts to [ID facilities and project-driven |ID
improvements are subject to CEQA (Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, sections
15000, et seq); and

WHEREAS, since a portion of the project involves 1ID facilities and requires a major work
authorization approved by the |ID Board of Directors, IID, as a responsible agency under
CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.), must comply with
CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096) including making certain findings regarding that
portion of the project involving and affecting the district and not the entirety of the project;
and



WHEREAS, the EIR has evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the project

involving and affecting IID, per |ID policy, as described in the IID staff report attached
herewith; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:

1.

Recitals. The Board of Directors hereby finds and determines the foregoing recitals,
which are incorporated herein by reference, are frue and correct.

CEQA Findings. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15096(f), the Board of
Directors hereby certifies that it has reviewed and considered the information
contained in the EIR and has considered the environmental effects of the 11D portion
of the project as analyzed in the EIR. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15096(a),
the Board of Directors has complied with CEQA by considering the EIR prepared by
Meridian Consultants for the City of Indio, the CEQA lead agency for the project, and
has and will reach its own conclusions on whether and how to approve the |ID portion
of the project.

Based on its review and consideration of the EIR and pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
section 15091, the Board of Directors hereby finds the following:

a. The EIR provides adequate environmental analysis to support all necessary
approvals by 11D for the [ID portion of the project.

b. 11D is not identified in the EIR as having responsibility over any of the mitigation
measures regarding the 1D portion of the project, therefore, no findings under
CEQA Guidelines section 15091(a)(1) are made by |ID. The mitigation measures
will be implemented and monitored as provided in the EIR and no additional
mitigation measures are being proposed or adopted by I1D. Therefore, IID shall not
adopt a mitigation monitoring and reporting program for the IID portion of the
project.

¢. The significant impacts identified in the EIR have been mitigated or avoided; that
measures necessary for mitigation are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of
another public agency and not the IiD.

Notice of Determination. The Board of Directors hereby authorizes and directs that
a Notice of Determination be filed with the Clerk-Recorder of the County of Riverside.

Documents. The documents and other materials which constitute the record of
proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Ragquel Najera,
Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333 East Barioni
Boulevard, Imperial, California, 92251.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED this 31% day of October, 2023.

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
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CEQA COMPLIANCE SUMMARY STAFF REPORT
DESERT RETREAT SPECIFIC PLAN - AVE. 40 SUBSTATION PROJECT
October 12, 2023

. Background

The Desert Retreat Specific Plan, developed by Puite Home Company, LLC; proposes to
establish an active adult community for residents aged 55 and above and includes up to
1.500 residential units along with a community clubhouse and other recreational
amenities such as pickle ball courts, bocce ball courts, tennis courts, and a swimming
pool on approximately 378 acres of land. A network of pedestirian open space corridors
are integrated throughout the development to facilitate walking and multiple points of
access to the existing surrounding community will be available for different travel modes,
including bicycles, golf carts and motor vehicles.

The Desert Retreat Specific Plan is located immediately north and west of the existing
Sun City Shadow Hills community; specifically, north of Avenue 40, between Jefferson
Street and Madison Street, in Indio, California, Riverside County (APNs 691-110-002, -
003, -004, -008, -011, -014, -015, -021; 691-100-023, -025). (See Figures 1, 2 and 3).

Desert Retreat Specific Plan is available at:
hitps://mww.indio.org/home/showpublisheddocument/3604/638197602472273259

D Energy infrastructure upgrade required by the project:

implementation of the Desert Retreat Specific Plan will necessitate the upgrade of district
electrical system in the following manner:

¢ New IID Avenue 40 Substation*
The additional power load will require a new IID substation to be constructed with
two (2) 28 megavolt ampere transformer banks fo be located on a 315 foot by 315-
foot site within the Specific Plan area, an approximately 2.32-acre site |located
within the southwestern corner of APN 691-110-007 east of Burr Street (Figures 2
and 4). Initially, an alternative site was also under consideration by IID on the
northwest corner of Burr Street and Avenue 40 but has since been discarded. in
addition, construction of fransmission and distribution line extensions, distribution
getaways and distribution feeders will also be required to provide electrical service
to the development as well as improvements to other existing facilities located
within existing public right-of-way.
*The procurement, design, engineering, and construction of the substation to the point of

inferconnection are at the expense of the Indio Electric Financing Authority (per project
agreement pending execution).

II. CEQA Compliance for the Project
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The environmental effects of the Desert Retreat Specific Plan were assessed in the
Environmental Impact Report (State Clearinghouse Number 2022070300), prepared by
Meridian Consultants for the City of Indio, the lead agency pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act and adopted and certified by the Indio City Council, including
a Mitigation Moniforing and Reporting Program, on August 16, 2023.

The EIR, supporting documents and record of project approvals are available at the City
of Indio Community Development Department, 100 Civic Center Mall, Indio, CA 92201
or at the following websites:

Draft EIR:
https://ceqganet.opr.ca.qov/2022070300/2

Final EIR*:
https://indio.civicweb.net/document/30204/Desert%20Retreat%20by%20Pulte%20Hom
e8%20Specific¥%20Plan,%20P|. pdf?handle=42DC8E97B0OB047C1BB2E7D9BB09SDAD
8

*Contained in the August 16, 2023 Indio City Council Staff Report, the Final EIR incorporates the
February 2023 Draft EIR by reference; comments on the Draff EIR received during the 45-day

public comment period; written responses to these comments; and corresponding revisions to the
text of the Draft EIR.

EIR Technical Appendices:
https.//ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022070300/2

Notice of Determination

hitps://webselfservice.riversideacr.com/MWeb/document/DOC314652312?search=D0OCS
EARCH2716S2

lll. The lID Role as a CEQA Responsible Agency

Because a portion of the the Desert Retreat Specific Plan involves IID facilities and
requires a major work authorization approved by the IID Board of Directors, IID, as a
responsible agency under CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et
seq.), must comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15096) including making certain
findings regarding that portion of the project involving and affecting the district and not the
entirety of the project. Thus, the |ID Board of Directors is required to make such findings
as are referenced in the resolution adopting these findings. Environmental Compliance
Unit staff determined that the FEIR evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of
the impacts and upgrades to IID electrical infrasiructure as described herein
appropriately, both substation sites were evaluated in each topical section of the FEIR
(see pages 5.1-9, 5.3-11, 5.3-12, 5.4-16, 5.4-17, 56.5-16, 5.6-13, 5.9-5, 5.11-7, and 5.16.3-
8 through 5.16.3-10 of the FEIR), the significant impacts identified in the FEIR have been
mitigated or avoided; measures necessary for mitigation are within the responsibility and
jurisdiction of another public agency and not the IID, and no further environmental
analysis is required under CEQA.
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Copies of the FEIR and related documentation are available at the Regulatory &
Environmental Compliance Section offices located at 321 South Waterman Avenue, Ste.
200, El Centro, California, 92243.
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Regional Location Map (Figure 1)
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