
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 43-2023 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE SYSTEM CONSERVATION 
IMPELEMENTATION AGREEMENT FOR 2023 BETWEEN THE UNITED 

STATES BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND THE IMPERIAL 
IRRIGATION DISTRICT TO IMPLEMENT THE LOWER COLORADO 

CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENCY PROGRAM AND RELATED 
AGREEMENTS 

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District (liD) shares priorities 3a and 6a of California's 
Colorado River water entitlement pursuant to the 1931 Seven Party Agreement, is 
decreed a present perfected right of 2.6 million acre-feet (MAF) of diversions per year 
and has a 1932 contract with the United States Secretary of the Interior for Imperial 
Valley's only source of water; and 

WHEREAS, in 2003 in recognition of the need for California to reduce its annual use of 
Colorado River water 15 percent, or approximately 900,000 AF from 5.3 MAF to 4.4 MAF, 
II D and certain California water agencies entered into the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement (QSA) in which liD capped its annual Colorado River water consumptive use 
at 3.1 MAF and agreed to implement complex conservation programs that yield 
approximately 500,000 AF of water each year, or 16 percent of liD's entitlement; and 

WHEREAS, the Colorado River Basin is experiencing the driest 23-year period in the 
historical record, causing Lake Mead's elevation to decline and resulting in the Secretary 
of the Interior determining that the Colorado River will operate under shortage conditions 
in calendar years 2022, 2023 and 2024 and projected shortages in 2025 and 2026; and 

WHEREAS, should Lake Powell and Lake Mead reservoir levels drop below critical 
elevations, there may be limited - or no - ability to deliver Colorado River water to 
downstream users, including Arizona, California, and Mexico; and 

WHEREAS, in 2022 the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) 
announced that it was taking additional steps to address the unprecedented drought in 
the Colorado River Basin and created the Lower Colorado River Conservation Program 
(LC Conservation Program) to increase system conservation and efficiency opportunities 
to ensure the continued functionality of the Colorado River for all who rely on it; and 



WHEREAS, the LC Conservation Program is funded in part by the Inflation Reduction Act 
of 2022 that provides $4 billion in funding specifically for water management and 
conservation efforts in the Colorado River Basin and other basins experiencing 
comparable levels of long-term drought; and 

WHEREAS, in November 2022, liD, the Coachella Valley Water District, the California 
Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) and Reclamation executed the Commitment to 
Support Salton Sea Management Related to Water Conservation in the Lower Colorado 
River Basin (Commitments Agreement) for approximately $250 million in federal funding 
to be given to CNRA to support its Salton Sea Management Program dependent upon 
liD's implementation of conservation in support of the Colorado River system under the 
LC Conservation Program; and 

WHEREAS, in November 2022, liD submitted to Reclamation a four-year LC 
Conservation Program proposal pursuant to Program 1.b that was evaluated and selected 
for funding by Reclamation pursuant to its requirements; and 

WHEREAS, liD desires to enter into a System Conservation Implementation Agreement 
(SCIA) for 2023 Between the United States Bureau of Reclamation and the Imperial 
Irrigation District to Implement the Lower Colorado Conservation and Efficiency Program 
(LC Conservation Program) (2023 SCIA) for the creation of 100,000 acre-feet of 
conserved water to remain in Lake Mead as system conservation water in exchange for 
financial compensation; and 

WHEREAS, under the 2023 SCIA, liD proposes to create 50,000 acre-feet of conserved 
water under the On-Farm Efficiency Conservation Program (OFECP), which may result 
in the conservation of up to 65,000 acre-feet, and not transfer 50,000 acre-feet of 
conserved water, also created under the OFECP, to San Diego County Water Authority 
(SDCWA) under the QSA; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Commitments Agreement, $70 million in federal funding will 
be released to CNRA for the Salton Sea Management Program upon execution of the 
2023 SCIA; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to the 2023 SCIA, liD will need to enter into additional agreements 
with California water agencies to address various aspects of implementation of the 2023 
SCIA; and 

WHEREAS, the 2023 SCIA is consistent with and liD remains in compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the QSA and the Colorado River Water Delivery Agreement; and 



WHEREAS, liD has determined that environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act has been completed for the 2023 SCIA pursuant to the 
September 2003 Amended and Restated Addendum to the Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact Statement for the Imperial Irrigation District Water 
Conservation and Transfer Project, the 2002 Final Environmental Impact Report/Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Imperial Irrigation District Water Conservation 
and Transfer Project and Habitat Conservation Plan, and the January 2002 Draft 
El R/Draft EIS for the Water Conservation and Transfer Project Draft Habitat Conservation 
Plan (State Clearinghouse No. 1999091142), and, therefore, no additional environmental 
review under CEQA is required. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors approves the following agreements: 

1. The System Conservation Implementation Agreement (SCIA) for 2023 Between 
the United States Bureau of Reclamation and the Imperial Irrigation District to 
Implement the Lower Colorado Conservation and Efficiency Program (LC 
Conservation Program), attached as Exhibit A; 

2. The Letter Agreement for 50,000 acre-feet of conserved water in liD's 2023 SCIA 
between the Imperial Irrigation District, the San Diego County Water Authority, and 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, attached as Exhibit B; 

3. The Letter Agreement for 50,000 acre-feet of liD's conserved water not to be 
transferred between the Imperial Irrigation District and the San Diego County 
Water Authority, attached as Exhibit C; and 

4. The California Colorado River Contractors Forbearance Agreement for 2023 
Conservation Agreements Under the Lower Colorado Conservation and Efficiency 
Program between the Imperial Irrigation District, the San Diego County Water 
Authority, and The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, the 
Coachella Valley Water District, the Palo Verde Irrigation District, and the City of 
Needles, attached as Exhibit D. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this p t day of December, 2023. 

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 


