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IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 44-2023

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF IMPLEMENTING ADDITIONAL
VOLUNTARY COMPENSATED CONSERVATION PROGRAMS FROM
2024 through 2026 UNDER THE FEDERAL LOWER COLORADO
CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENCY PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District (11D} shares priorities 3a and 6a of California’s
Colorado River water entittement pursuant to the 1931 Seven Party Agreement, is
decreed a present perfected right of 2.6 million acre-feet (MAF) of diversions per year
and has a 1932 contract with the United States Secretary of the Interior for Imperial
Valley’'s only source of water; and

WHEREAS, in 2003 in recognition of the need for California to reduce its annual use of
Colorado River water 15 percent, or approximately 900,000 AF from 5.3 MAF to 4.4 MAF,
IID and certain California water agencies entered into the Quantification Settlement
Agreement (QSA) in which 1ID capped its annual Colorado River water consumptive use
at 3.1 MAF and agreed to implement complex conservation programs that yield
approximately 500,000 AF of water each year, or 16 percent of IID’s entitlement; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado River Basin is experiencing the driest 23-year period in the
historical record, causing Lake Mead's elevation to decline and resulting in the Secretary
of the Interior determining that the Colorado River will operate under shortage conditions
in calendar years 2022, 2023 and 2024 and projected shortages in 2025 and 2026; and

WHEREAS, should Lake Powell and Lake Mead reservoir levels drop below critical
elevations, there may be limited — or no — ability to deliver Colorado River water to
downstream users, including Arizona, California, and Mexico; and

WHEREAS, in 2022 the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation)
announced that it was taking additional steps to address the unprecedented drought in
the Colorado River Basin and created the Lower Colorado River Conservation Program
(LC Conservation Program) to increase system conservation and efficiency opportunities
to ensure the continued functionality of the Colorado River for all who rely on it; and



WHEREAS, the LC Conservation Program is funded in part by the Inflation Reduction Act
of 2022 that provides $4 billion in funding specifically for water management and
conservation efforts in the Colorado River Basin and other basins experiencing
comparable levels of long-term drought; and

WHEREAS, in November 2022, IID, the Coachella Valley Water District, the California
Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) and Reclamation executed the Commitment to
Support Salton Sea Management Related to Water Conservation in the Lower Colorado
River Basin for approximately $250 million in federal funding to be given to CNRA to
support its Salton Sea Management Program dependent upon |ID’s implementation of
conservation under the LC Conservation Program; and

WHEREAS, in November 2022, IID submitted to Reclamation a four-year proposal
pursuant to Program 1.b of the LC Conservation Program to create conserved water to
remain in Lake Mead as system conservation water, in addition to the conservation
already being implemented under the QSA, that was evaluated and selected for funding
by Reclamation pursuant to its requirements; and

WHEREAS, on December 1, 2023, 11D authorized a one-year 2023 System Conservation
Implementation Agreement (SCIA) under the LC Conservation Program; and

WHEREAS, IID has initiated an environmental review process to analyze the impacts of
a combination of short-term conservation programs to be implemented within |ID’s water
service area for three years (2024-2026) targeting 800,000 AF, which may conserve up
to 900,000 AF, of conservation to protect Lake Mead from dropping belong critical
reservoir operation levels; and

WHEREAS, when combined with the water conservation under the QSA these
conservation programs will increase |ID’s annual conservation targets to 750,000 AF, or
more than 24 percent of [ID’s annual entitlement, from 2024 through 2026; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of
Directors supports the California conservation goals outlined in the Lower Basin Drought
Plan and intends to participate in additional federally voluntary compensated conservation
programs from 2024 through 2026 pending the completion of the environmental
compliance required to implement such programs.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 15t day of December, 2023.
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