IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 45-2023

A RESOLUTION TO GUIDE NEGOTIATIONS ON
POST-2026 COLORADO RIVER OPERATING GUIDELINES

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District (I'D) shares priorities 3a and 6a of California’s
Colorado River water entitlement pursuant to the 1931 Seven Party Agreement, is
decreed a present perfected right of 2.6 million acre-feet (MAF) of diversions per year as
confirmed by the U.S. Supreme Court in Arizona v. California, and has a 1932 contract

with the United States Secretary of the Interior for Imperial Valley's only source of water;
and

WHEREAS, the Imperial Valley has built a farming economy based on |ID’s Colorado
River entitlement, cultivating roughly 450,000 acres of productive farmland and
generating over $2.6 billion a year in agricultural commerce; and

WHEREAS, California has a Colorado River water apportionment of 4.4 MAF per year,
but prior to 2003, used as much as 5.3 MAF dependent on water available from Arizona
and Nevada's unused apportionments; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the need for California to reduce its annual use of Colorado
River water over 800,000 AF to its basic 4.4 MAF apportionment, settle outstanding
disputes, and facilitate intrastate water conservation and transfer programs, certain
California water agencies entered into the Quantification Settlement Agreement (a series
of agreements collectively referred to as the “QSA") in 2003; and

WHEREAS, under the QSA, IID capped its annual consumptive use of Colorado River
water to 3.1 MAF and agreed to implement complex programs to conserve water
throughout the district's water service area; and



WHEREAS, these water conservation programs cost hillions of dollars and now conserve
approximately 500,000 AF of water each year, ultimately supporting farming in the
Imperial Valley while providing water supply resiliency for the urban communities of
Southern California; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado River has experienced record-breaking drought conditions
since 2000 that have been exacerbated by climate change, resulting in decades of
reduced inflow to the system; and

WHEREAS, consumptive uses and losses along the Lower Colorado River in Arizona,
California, Nevada, and Mexico have exceeded available supply, depleting reservoir
storage in Lake Mead and creating an annual supply-demand deficit that ranges between
1.2 to 1.5 MAF per year; and

WHEREAS, should Lake Powell and Lake Mead reservoir levels drop below critical
elevations, there may be limited — or no — ability to deliver Colorado River water to
downstream users, including Arizana, California, and Mexico; and

WHEREAS, Colorado River operations are governed by the 2007 Colorado River Interim
Guidelines for Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for Lake Powell and
Lake Mead (2007 Interim Guidelines) that are set to expire at the end of 2025; and

WHEREAS, negotiations are underway among the Colorado River Basin States, the
United States Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), Basin Tribes, and other
stakeholders — including |ID — as to proposed guidelines that shouid be adopted to
manage operations on the Colorado River after 2026; and

WHEREAS, |ID wishes to proactively engage in negotiations with these interests
regarding a new set of guidelines that will ensure the long-term reliability of the Colorado
River for the Imperial Valley community and its agricultural water users.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of
Directors adopts the following principles to guide its positions in negotiations on new
guidelines to govern the operations of the Colorado River beyond 2026:

1. 1ID shall act to protect its longstanding senior Colorado River water rights; and
2. |ID shall take an active and proactive position in negotiations to ensure the Lower
Basin supply-demand deficit is resolved, and in a manner that respects and

acknowledges the Law of the River and existing agreements; and

3. 1ID shall advocate that the impacts of extended drought and climate change are a
shared responsibility to be addressed collectively by the entire Colorado River



Basin, including both the Lower Division and Upper Division States, as well as the
United Mexican States; and

4. [ID acknowledges that all Colorado River water users will need to take action and
share in the challenge of reducing reliance on the Colorado River to provide for the
long-term viability of the system; and

5. IID shall position the agency to support its agricultural water users through
enhanced water efficiency conservation opportunities, intrastate partnerships,
water storage, and other operational flexibility initiatives to avoid or minimize water
supply reductions and protect the sustainability of Iimperial Valley’s agrarian, rural
economy; and

6. lID shall proactively evaluate, engage in, develop, and support legislative,
augmentation, and funding initiatives deemed to be in the best interest of the
district, its water users, communities, and the Colorado River system; and

7. 1ID shall continue to negotiate for initiatives that mitigate community and
environmental impacts where such programs are required, including that the
Salton Sea as a shared responsibility with regard to any impacts from the ongoing
drought, post-2026 operational guidelines, and/or water management programs
that may further affect this terminus of the Colorado River.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5™ day of December, 2023.
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