
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 8-2024 

Recognizing Arbor Day 2024 

I I 
WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture 
that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and 

WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more 
than a million trees in Nebraska; and 

WHEREAS, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world encouraging 
people and communities to plant trees on or around the holiday; and 

WHEREAS, National Arbor Day is always celebrated on the last Friday in April; and 

WHEREAS, shade trees, through providing shade and moderating temperature 
extremes, promote energy conservation by reducing the energy necessary to cool 
buildings and homes during hot summer days, thereby reducing the risk for load shedding 
during peak summer energy demand; and 

WHEREAS, trees planted in urban areas reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases, 
consistent with the state's statutory targets, by reducing energy consumption and 
sequestering carbon; and 

WHEREAS, trees improve air quality by reducing air pollution, removing airborne 
particulate matter from the atmosphere, and purifying the air; and 

WHEREAS, trees provide essential habitat for wildlife, including many listed, threatened, 
and endangered species; and 

WHEREAS, trees planted as hedge rows or windbreaks improve conditions for adjacent 
crops and air quality by reducing windspeed; and 

WHEREAS, a healthy urban forest increases property values and tax base, enhances the 
economic vitality of business areas, and beautifies the streets, parks, and neighborhoods 
of communities; and 



WHEREAS, community-owned utilities including the Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
(SMUD), Salt River Project (SAP), and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
(LADWP) offer trees to customers through programs that encourage energy conservation, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve quality of life, and provide other benefits for 
the customers and communities they serve; and 

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District Board of Directors continues to seek to 
maximize the benefits of trees through multiple-objective projects that contribute to 
providing cost- effective solutions to the needs of the communities it serves in the Imperial 
and Coachella Valleys by harnessing the aforementioned benefits provided by trees in 
service to the District's mission and vision statements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Imperial Irrigation District recognizes 
Friday, April 26, 2024 as Arbor Day and urges communities, customers, and agencies 
within the district's water and energy service areas to also observe the day with 
appropriate tree planting activities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members of the Board of Directors may plant a tree 
of choice to commemorate and promote Arbor Day; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that IID continues to work to get 300 trees planted on 
district properties, having started the work in 2021; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that district staff continue to promote a free shade tree 
program to IID customers modelled after those created by SMUD, SAP, and LADWP with 
the participation of interested partners and continues to seek state and federal funding to 
implement this program. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 23rd day of April, 2024. 
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- ==== President 


