
















precursors) would be less than significant with implementation of Mitigation 
Measures MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2. (Less Than Significant Impact with 
Mitigation Incorporated) 

Facts in Support of Finding: EHL Reservoir project -generated construction NOx 
emissions would likely exceed the ICAPCD emission-based significance 
threshold. Mitigation measure MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 would reduce 
impacts to levels below significance. Furthermore, various federal and state 
regulations, including the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, Pavley Clean Car 
Standards, and Low Emission Vehicle Program, would serve to reduce the 
transportation fuel demand and reduce emissions of cumulative EHL 
Reservoir project s. Air pollutant emissions associated with construction 
activity of future projects would be reduced through implementation of 
control measures required by ICAPCD. Cumulative PM1 O and PM2.5 
emissions would be reduced because all future EHL Reservoir project s 
would be subject to Regulation VIII - Fugitive Dust Control Measures, which 
sets forth general and specific requirements for all construction sites in the 
ICAPCD. The maximum daily PM10 and PM2.5 emissions would not 
exceed the significance thresholds during EHL Reservoir project 
construction activities. Fugitive dust, as well as vehicle and equipment 
exhaust, generated during EHL Reservoir project construction would 
contribute to the SSAB's nonattainment designation for PM10 and PM2.5; 
however, this contribution would not be considered cumulatively 
considerable. Therefore, any cumulatively considerable new increase of 
any criteria pollutant would be less than significant with mitigation 
incorporated. 

Biological Resources 

Impact: Impact 810-1: The EHL Reservoir project could result in a substantial 
adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any 
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

Mitigation: MM-8I0-1: The following avoidance and minimization measures shall be 
implemented during EHL Reservoir project construction and operations and 
maintenance. 

Work Hours 

1. Construction and operations and maintenance activities within 50 
feet of the outside edge of the construction zone or work area 
containing habitat for special-status wildlife will be prohibited 
between sunset and sunrise. 
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Construction Noise 

1. During all EHL Reservoir project construction, 11D shall restrict use 
of equipment to hours least likely to disrupt wildlife (e.g., not at night 
or in early morning) and restrict use of generators except for 
temporary use in emergencies. Power to sites can be provided by 
solar PV (photovoltaic) systems, cogeneration systems (natural gas 
generator), small micro-hydroelectric systems, or small wind turbine 
systems. IID shall ensure the use of noise suppression devices such 
as mufflers or enclosures for generators. Sounds generated from any 
means must be below the 55-60 dB range within SO-feet from the 
source. 

Artificial Nighttime Lighting 

1. During EHL Reservoir project construction and operation, IID shall 
eliminate all nonessential lighting throughout the EHL Reservoir 
project area and avoid or limit the use of artificial light during the 
hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife species are most active. 
IID shall ensure that lighting for EHL Reservoir project activities is 
shielded, cast downward, and does not spill over onto other 
properties or upward into the night sky (see the International Dark­
Sky Association standards at http://darksky.org/). 110 shall ensure 
use of LED lighting with a correlated color temperature of 3,000 
Kelvins or less, proper disposal of hazardous waste, and recycling of 
lighting that contains toxic compounds with a qualified recycler. 

Debris/Non-native Vegetation/Pollution 

1. Fully covered trash receptacles that are animal-proof will be installed 
and used during construction to contain all food, food scraps, food 
wrappers, beverage containers, and other miscellaneous trash. 
Trash contained within the receptacles will be removed at least once 
a week from the Proposed EHL Reservoir project site. 

2. No litter, construction materials, or debris will be discharged into 
state-jurisdictional waters. 

3. Construction work and operations and maintenance areas shall be 
kept clean of debris, such trash, and construction materials. 

Vehicle and Equipment Restrictions and Maintenance 

1. Night-time construction should be minimized to the extent possible. 
However, if night-time activity (e.g., equipment maintenance) is 
necessary, then the speed limit shall be 1 o mph. 

2. Vehicle operation within state-jurisdictional waters when surface 
water is present will be prohibited. Any equipment or vehicles driven 
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and/or operated within or adjacent to a state-jurisdictional channel 
will be checked and maintained by the operator daily to prevent leaks 
of oil or other petroleum products that could be deleterious to aquatic 
life if introduced to the watercourse. 

3. During construction, vehicles and equipment access will be limited 
to the identified impact areas, and ingress and egress will be limited 
to existing roads. During operations and maintenance, vehicles and 
equipment will be limited to maintenance access roads and the 
minimal area necessary to perform the work. 

4. Staging and storage areas for spoils, equipment, materials, fuels, 
lubricants, and solvents will be located outside the state-jurisdictional 
channels and within the designated impact area. Stationary 
equipment, such as motors, pumps, generators, compressors, and 
welders, located within or adjacent to state-jurisdictional waters shall 
be positioned over drip-pans or other containment. Prior to refueling 
and lubrication, vehicles and other equipment shall be moved away 
from the state-jurisdictional channels. 

Other Restrictions on Activities and Personnel 

1. No pets, such as cats or dogs, should be permitted on the Proposed 
EHL Reservoir project site during construction or operations and 
maintenance. 

2. Any contractor, employee, or agency personnel who is responsible 
for inadvertently killing, injuring, or trapping a listed species shall 
immediately report the incident to the EHL Reservoir project biologist 
during construction and the operations manager during operations 
and maintenance. The EHL Reservoir project biologist or operations 
manager shall contact the USFWS (for federal Endangered Species 
Act species) and CDFW (for California Endangered Species Act 
species) immediately in the case of a dead, injured, or entrapped 
listed species. The Sacramento USFWS Office and CDFW shall be 
notified in writing within 3 working days of the accidental death or 
injury to a listed species during EHL Reservoir project -related 
activities. Notification must include the date, time, and location of the 
incident or of the finding of a dead or injured animal and any other 
pertinent information. The USFWS office that covers Imperial County 
is located at 2177 Salk Avenue, Suite 250, Carlsbad, California 
92008, 760.431 .9440. The CDFW Inland Desert Region office is 
located at 3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220, Ontario, 
California 91764, 909.484.0167. 

3. To prevent inadvertent entrapment of special-status wildlife during 
construction, all excavated wells, steep-walled holes or trenches 
more than 2 feet deep shall be covered with plywood or similar 
materials at the close of each working day, or be provided with one 
or more escape ramps constructed of earth fi ll or wooden planks. 
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Before such holes or trenches are filled, they shall be thoroughly 
inspected for trapped wildlife. If trapped animals are observed, 
escape ramps or structures shall be installed immediately to allow 
escape. 

4. All pipes, culverts, or similar structures with a diameter of 4 inches or 
more that are stored at a construction site for one or more overnight 
periods shall be thoroughly inspected for special-status wildlife or 
nesting birds before the pipe is subsequently buried, capped, or 
otherwise used or moved in any way. If an animal is discovered 
inside a pipe, that section of pipe shall not be moved until the EHL 
Reservoir project biologist has been consulted and the animal has 
either moved from the structure on its own accord or until the animal 
has been captured and relocated by the EHL Reservoir project 
biologist. If a federally or state-listed species is discovered, that 
section of pipe shall not be moved until the USFWS and/or CDFW 
has been consulted. If necessary, under the direct supervision of the 
EHL Reservoir project biologist, the pipe may be moved once to 
remove it from the path of construction activity until the species has 
escaped. 

MM-B10-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Program and Ongoing 
Training 

Prior to the initiation of any on-site grading, all construction/contractor 
personnel working on site must complete training through a Worker 
Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP). New construction workers 
engaged in construction activities (e.g., grading, utility installation, etc.) shall 
complete WEAP training within the first week of deployment on the site. 
Additionally, operational staff shall complete WEAP training prior to 
deployment on the site. 

The training shall include the following: 

1. Provide the training materials for WEAP training. These materials 
shall include the measures and mitigation requirements for protected 
plant and wildlife species (e.g., avoidance and buffer requirements, 
night-time construction limitations, etc.); and the location and 
mitigation requirements for waters of the state. WEAP training will 
also include driver training to avoid and minimize collision risks with 
protected species, and reporting protocols in the event that any dead 
or injured wildlife are discovered. 

2. Copies of mitigation measures and permits from resource agencies, 
such as the CDFW and Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWOCB), will be made available. 
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Biological Monitoring and Compliance Documentation 

The EHL Reservoir project biologist shall perform the biological monitoring 
and compliance documentation for the EHL Reservoir project during 
construction, including the following: 

1. Prior to the initiation of any on-site grading, the EHL Reservoir project 
biologist will document that required pre-construction surveys and/or 
relocation efforts have been implemented. 

2. The EHL Reservoir project biologist will periodically monitor 
activities during initial grading. 

3. The EHL Reservoir project biologist will note any evidence of trash 
or microtrash and, if present, communicate the presence and 
requirement to remove the trash to the construction manager. 

MM-B10-3: For each phase of construction, pre-construction burrowing owl 
surveys shall be conducted no less than 14 days prior to the start of EHL 
Reservoir project -related activities and within 24 hours prior to ground 
disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 
Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). Pre-construction surveys should 
be performed by a qualified biologist following the recommendations and 
guidelines provided in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If the 
pre-construction surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, EHL 
Reservoir project activities shall be immediately halted. The qualified 
biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan 
that shall be submitted to CDFW and USFWS for review and approval prior 
to commencing EHL Reservoir project activities. 

MM-B10-4: This measure would protect nesting bird species, including 
those protected under the MBTA. Note that burrowing owl is separately 
addressed in MM-BIO-3. 

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall be performed by 
a qualified avian biologist no more than 7 days prior to vegetation removal 
or ground-disturbing activities for each phase of construction. Pre­
construction surveys shall focus on both direct and indirect evidence of 
nesting, including nest locations and nesting behavior. The qualified avian 
biologist will make every effort to avoid potential nest predation as a result 
of survey and monitoring efforts. If active nests are found during the pre­
construction nesting bird surveys, a qualified biologist shall establish an 
appropriate nest buffer to be marked on the ground. Nest buffers are 
species specific and shall be at least 300 feet for passerines and 500 feet 
for raptors. A smaller or larger buffer may be determined by the qualified 
biologist familiar with the nesting phenology of the nesting species and 
based on nest and buffer monitoring results. Construction activities may not 
occur inside the established buffers, which shall remain on site until a 
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qualified biologist determines the young have fledged or the nest is no 
longer active. Active nests and adequacy of the established buffer distance 
shall be monitored daily by the qualified biologist until the qualified biologist 
has determined the young have fledged or the EHL Reservoir project has 
been completed. The qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if 
nesting pairs exhibit signs of disturbance. 

MM-BI0-5: No more than 14 calendar days prior to start of EHL Reservoir 
project activities and after any pause in EHL Reservoir project activities 
lasting 30 days or more, for each phase of construction, a qualified biologist 
shall conduct pre-construction surveys for desert tortoise as described in 
the USFWS 2019 desert tortoise survey methodology (Preparing for Any 
Action that May Occur within the Range of the Mojave Desert Tortoise; 
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Mojave%20Desert%20T 
ortoise_Pre-EHL Reservoir project %20Survey%20Protocol_2019.pdf). 

Pre-construction surveys shall be completed using perpendicular survey 
routes and 100-percent visual coverage for desert tortoise and their sign 
within the EHL Reservoir project area and 50-foot buffer zone. Pre-activity 
surveys cannot be combined with other surveys conducted for other species 
while using the same personnel. EHL Reservoir project activities cannot 
start until two negative results from consecutive surveys using 
perpendicular survey routes for desert tortoise are documented. Results of 
the surveys shall be submitted to CDFW prior to construction start. If the 
pre-construction surveys confirm desert tortoise absence, the qualified 
biologist shall ensure desert tortoise do not enter the EHL Reservoir project 
area. Should desert tortoise presence be confirmed during the survey, the 
qualified biologist shall immediately notify CDFW and USFWS to determine 
appropriate avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures. 

MM-B10-6: Pre-construction surveys shall also be conducted no less than 
14 days prior to the start of EHL Reservoir project -related activities for each 
phase of construction. Pre-construction surveys should be performed by a 
qualified biologist following the recommendations and guidelines provided 
in the FlaHailed Horned Lizard Rangewide Management Strategy (Flat­
tailed Horned Lizard lnteragency Coordinating Committee 2003). If the 
preconstruction surveys confirm presence of flat-tailed horned lizard and/or 
Colorado Desert fringe-toed lizard, EHL Reservoir project activities shall be 
immediately halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate with CDFW to 
determine appropriate avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures. 

Moving Out of Harm's Way: To avoid impacts to flat-tailed horned lizard 
and/or Colorado Desert fringe-toed lizard, a qualified biologist shall be on­
site prior to and during all ground- and habitat-disturbing activities to inspect 
the EHL Reservoir project area prior to any EHL Reservoir project 
activities. Individuals found shall not be harassed and shall be allowed to 
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Finding: 

leave the EHL Reservoir project area unharmed. Movement of wildlife out 
of harm's way should be limited to only those individuals that would 
otherwise by injured or killed, and individuals should be moved only as far 
a necessary to ensure their safety. Measures shall be taken to prevent 
wildlife from re-entering the EHL Reservoir project site. Only biologists with 
appropriate authorization by CDFW shall move CESA-listed or other 
special-status species. 

The impact to any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Services (USFWS) would be less than significant with implementation of 
Mitigation Measures MM-8IO-1 through MM-8IO-6. (Less Than 
Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated) 

Facts in Support of Finding: Short-term direct impacts to individuals would be reduced 
through mitigation measures MM-BIO-1 (General Avoidance and 
Minimization Measures), which would limit vehicles and construction 
equipment to identified impact areas and would limit ingress and egress to 
established roads; and MM-8IO-2 (Environmental Awareness Training, 
Biological Monitoring, and Compliance), which would require the EHL 
Reservoir project biologist to conduct a WEAP for all 
construction/contractor personnel and would require ongoing biological 
construction monitoring to ensure compliance with mitigation measures; 
and MM-BIO-3 (Pre-Construction Burrowing Owl Surveys and Avoidance). 
Construction mitigation measure MM-BIO-4 (Nesting Bird Pre-construction 
Surveys and Avoidance Plan.) would result in identification of any active 
nests within areas potentially impacted by the EHL Reservoir project , 
establishment of appropriate buffers, and avoidance of impacts to 
loggerhead shrike nests. Out of an abundance of caution MM-8IO-5 would 
prevent construction related impacts to the desert tortoise. Although FTHL 
have been found within two miles of the EHL Reservoir project site, the 
habitat is not continuous or suitable between the locality and EHL Reservoir 
project site. However, pre-construction surveys are being implemented out 
of an abundance of caution under MM-8IO-6. 

Impact: Impact 810-2: The EHL Reservoir project could result in a substantial 
adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measures MM-8IO-1, MM-BIO-2, MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 
(detailed above). 
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Finding: 

MM-810-7: Prior to construction and issuance of any grading permit, the 
need for the EHL Reservoir project to obtain any of the following agency 
permits and/or agreements will be verified by IID: 

1. A Clean Water Act, Section 402 permit, which would be issued by 
the California RWQCB for all EHL Reservoir project -related 
disturbances of waters of the state and/or associated wetlands. 

2. A Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement, which would be 
issued by the CDFW for all EHL Reservoir project -related 
disturbances of any streambed. 

MM-810-8: 1ID will restore and enhance sensitive, riparian and wetland 
communities to mitigate for permanent impacts to 0.15 acres of arrow weed 
thickets and 0.21 acres of cattail marshes at a 1 :1 mitigation ratio. This 
mitigation acreage will be augmented nearby at the beginning of All­
American Drain 2/2A which extends further east. 

The impact to any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would be 
less than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measures MM-BIO-
1, MM-B1O-2, MM-B1O-7, MM-BIO-8, MM-AQ-1, and MM-AQ-2. (Less 
Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated) 

Facts in Support of Finding: Construction mitigation measures MM-B1O-1 and MM-
81O-2 would avoid and minimize direct impacts to vegetation communities 
and jurisdictional waters/wetlands because they require the EHL Reservoir 
project biologist to conduct a WEAP for all construction/contractor 
personnel to ensure compliance with the mitigation measures and they 
require ongoing biological construction monitoring. MM-BIO-7 
(Coordination of Jurisdictional State Permits) requires the 11D to verify any 
applicable state regulatory requirements prior to construction and issuance 
of any grading permit for impacts to potential jurisdictional resources. MM­
B1O-8 Restoration of Riparian and Wetland Communities requires 11D to 
restore and enhance sensitive, riparian, and wetland communities to 
mitigate for permanent impacts at a 1 :1 mitigation ratio. Additionally, MM­
AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 (preparation and implementation of an enhanced dust 
control plan) would minimize the effects of dust during construction by 
implementing a dust control plan, which would require that construction­
related dust is suppressed in compliance with the ICAPCD requirements. 
Construction-related direct impacts to sensitive vegetation communities and 
jurisdictional waters/wetlands would be less than significant with 
incorporation of MM-8IO-1, MM-B1O-2, MM-81O-7, MM-B1O-8, MM-AQ-1, 
and MM-AQ-2. 

MM-81O-1 requires that vehicles and equipment wilt be limited to 
maintenance access roads and the minimal area necessary to perform the 
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work to minimize chemical releases and trampling of vegetation and soils 
compaction by humans and MM-8IO-2 ensures avoidance of areas outside 
of the construction area. Potential construction-related indirect impacts to 
sensitive vegetation communities would be less than significant with 
implementation of MM-BIO-1 and MM-BIO-2. Long-term direct impacts to 
loss of vegetation communities and any potential jurisdictional 
waters/wetlands would be mitigated through MM-8IO-1 , MM-8IO-7, and 
MM-81O-8. MM-BIO-1 provides for general avoidance and minimization 
measures that apply throughout the life of the EHL Reservoir project . MM­
BIO-7 (Coordination of Jurisdictional State Permits) requires the IID to verify 
any applicable state regulatory requirements prior to construction and 
issuance of any grading permit for impacts to potential jurisdictional 
resources. MM-8IO-8 Restoration of Riparian and Wetland Communities 
requires the 11D to restore and enhance sensitive, riparian, and wetland 
communities to mitigate for permanent impacts at a 1 :1 mitigation ratio. 

Since the reservoir is an unmanned facility, operation impacts would be less 
than significant with incorporation of MM-BIO-1 which requires that vehicles 
and equipment be limited to maintenance access roads and the minimal 
area necessary to perform the work to minimize chemical releases and 
trampling of vegetation and soils compaction by humans. 

Cultural Resources 

Impact: Impact CR-1: The EHL Reservoir project could cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to 
Section 15064.5. 

Mitigation: MM-CR-1: Prior to Start of Construction, 11D will: 

1 . Retain a Qualified Archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the 
Interior's Professional Qualifications Standards for archeology to 
oversee the execution of all mitigation measures related to 
archaeological and historic resources; 

2. Preserve in place, via avoidance of resources, the archaeological 
sites identified; 110 shall establish a 300-foot environmentally 
sensitive area with a maximum encroachment of 250-feet for barrier 
fencing for the protection of the archaeological sites; 

3. Extend an invitation to the interested and affiliated tribes to be 
present during ground-disturbing activities that are proposed to occur 
on federal lands; 

4 . Conduct a Worker's Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) 
training for archeological sensitivity and tribal cultural sensitivity for 
construction personnel for any ground disturbing activities on federal 
land; 
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Finding: 

5. If archaeological resources are encountered during ground­
disturbing activities, the stipulations of 36 CFR 800.13(b)(3) and 36 
CFR 800.13(c) shall apply. All activities within the immediate area of 
the discovery shall cease and measures shall be taken to secure and 
protect the discovery. Immediate telephone notification shall be 
made to the Environmental Group Manager at the Reclamation's 
Yuma Area Office (928) 343-8100/ The activity may resume only 
after Reclamation has authorized a continuance. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM-CR-1 would reduce any 
substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5 to a less than significant level. (Less 
Than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated) 

Facts in Support of Finding: Although the site will be affected by EHL Reservoir project 
activities, the effect will be less than significant as the EHL Reservoir 
project, and more specifically, the intake channel is designed to avoid this 
archaeological resource. Nonetheless, there is still the possibility of 
uncovering subsurface archaeological deposits near the boundaries of 
these previously identified resources. Impacts to any such inadvertent 
discoveries would be considered potentially significant. Monitoring during 
construction to appropriately treat inadvertent discoveries would reduce that 
impact to a level below significance. With incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure MM CR-1 and MM-CR-2, the EHL Reservoir project would result 
in impacts that are less than significant. 

Impact: Impact CR-2: The EHL Reservoir project could disturb human remains, 
including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries. 

Mitigation: MM-CR-2: If human remains are discovered, work shall halt in that area and 
no soil shall be exported off site until a determination can be made regarding 
the provenance of the human remains; and the following procedures as set 
forth in CEQA Section 15064.5(e), the California Public Resources Code 
(Sec. 5097.98) and State Health and Safety Code (Sec. 7050.5) shall be 
undertaken: 

1. Notification - the Qualified Archaeologist shall notify 11D and 
Reclamation immediately, followed by a call the Medical Examiner. 

2. Isolate Discovery - Work shall be directed away from the location 
of the discovery and any nearby area reasonably suspected to 
overlay adjacent human remains until a determination can be made 
by the Medical Examiner. 

3. Field Examination - If a field examination is not warranted, the 
Medical Examiner will determine with input from Reclamation, if the 
remains are or are most likely to be of Native American origin. 
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4. Native American Human Remains - If human remains ARE 
determined to be Native American: 
a. The Medical Examiner will notify the NAHC within 24 hours; 
b. NAHC will immediately identify the person or persons 

determined to be the Most Likely Descendant (MLD) and provide 
contact information; 

c. The MLD will contact the Qualified Archaeologist within 24 hours 
or sooner after the Medical Examiner has completed 
coordination, to begin the consultation process in accordance 
with CEQA Section 15064.S(e), the California Public Resources 
and Health & Safety Code; 

d. The MLD will have 48 hours to make recommendations to IID 
and Reclamation, for the treatment or disposition with proper 
dignity, of the human remains and associated grave goods; 

e. Disposition of Native American Human Remains will be 
determined between the MLD and the Qualified Archaeologist if 
NAHC is unable to identify MLD. 

5. Not Native American Human Remains - If Human Remains are 
NOT Native American, the Qualified Archaeologist will contact the 
Examiner and notify them of the historic era context of the burial; the 
Medical Examiner will determine appropriate course of action (PRC 
5097.98) 

Finding: Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM-CR-2 would reduce any 
disturbance of human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated 
cemeteries, to a less than significant level. (Less Than Significant Impact 
with Mitigation Incorporated). 

Facts in Support of Finding: While the presence of human remains in the EHL 
Reservoir project area is highly unlikely, a potential still exists for 
unanticipated human burials or cremations to occur. If human remains are 
encountered on site, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states 
that no further disturbance shall occur until the County coroner has made a 
determination of origin and disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. 
With implementation of MM-CR-2, which requires that the County coroner 
be notified of the find immediately, impacts would be less than significant. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Impact: Impact HAZ-1 : The EHL Reservoir project could create a significant hazard 
to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measures MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 (detailed above). 
MM-HAZ-1: Due to past uses for agriculture, prior to grading activities, soil 
shall be sampled and analyzed for metals and residual pesticides. Sampling 
shall be conducted in accordance with California DTSC guidance 
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Finding: 

documents. The soil testing will confirm the presence or absence of on-site 
contamination associated with past uses on the EHL Reservoir project site. 
Any soils qualifying as hazardous waste shall delineated, removed, and 
properly disposed of off-site. Any soil that exceeds the California Human 
Health Screening Levels shall be either remediated on site to levels 
protective of human health or removed and properly disposed of off-site. 
Should contaminants be identified, a qualified Reclamation Hazardous 
Materials Specialist for the EHL Reservoir project shall be retained to 
ensure appropriate remediation is conducted and completed in accordance 
to the regulations specific to the contaminants identified. 
MM-HAZ-2: A hazardous materials contingency plan shall be developed 
and followed during demolition, excavation, and construction activities for 
the EHL Reservoir project. Site workers shall be familiar with the hazardous 
materials contingency plan and should be fully trained on how to identify 
suspected contaminated soil. The hazardous materials contingency plan 
shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

a. Identification of known areas with hazardous waste and 
hazardous materials of concern 

b. Procedures for temporary cessation of construction activity and 
evaluation of the level of environmental concern 

c. Procedures for restricting access to the contaminated area 
except for properly trained personnel 

d. Procedures for notification and reporting, including internal 
management and local agencies (e.g., Imperial County Fire 
Department, Imperial County Public Health Division), as needed 

e. Health and safety measures for removal and excavation of 
contaminated soil 

f. Procedures for characterizing and managing excavated soils 
g. Procedures for certification of completion of remediation 

MM-HAZ-3: During construction, if aggregate aboveground oil/fuel storage 
capacity is greater than 1,320 gallons (or completely buried 42,000 gallons) 
and there is a reasonable expectation of an oil discharge into or upon 
navigable waters of the United States, a spill prevention, control, and 
countermeasures (SPCC) plan pursuant to 40 CFR 112 (or, for small 
quantities, a spill prevention and response plan) shall be prepared prior to 
and implemented during construction. The SPCC plan (or spill prevention 
and response plan) shall identify best management practices for spill and 
release prevention and provide procedures for cleaning up and disposing 
of any spills or releases. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM-HAZ-1 through MM-HAZ-3 and 
MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 described above would reduce any significant 
hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, 
or disposal of hazardous materials to a less than significant level. (Less 
than Significant Impact with Mitigation) 
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Facts in Support of Finding: Due to the EHL Reservoir project site being previously 
used for agriculture, there is the potential to expose previously used 
pesticides and herbicides. With implementation of Mitigation Measures MM­
HAZ-1 through MM-HAZ-3 and MM-AQ-1 (an enhanced dust control plan), 
proper use and disposal of hazardous materials would not pose a significant 
risk to the public and the environment. Implementation of an enhanced dust 
control plan and the provisions of ICAPCDs Regulation VIII identified to 
reduce particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter (PM1 0) (MM­
AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2) under Air Quality mitigation measures, would be 
effective in reducing airborne dust. Implementation of these measures 
would minimize the spread of fungal spores, thereby reducing the potential 
for contracting Valley Fever during construction. 

Impact: Impact HAZ-2: The EHL Reservoir project could create a significant hazard 
to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the 
environment. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measures MM-HAZ-1 through MM-HAZ-3, MM-AQ-1, and MM­
AQ-2 (detailed above). 

Finding: Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM-HAZ-1 through MM-HAZ-3, 
MM-AQ-1, and MM-AQ-2 would reduce the impacts of any release of 
hazardous materials which create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
into the environment to a less than significant level. (Less than Significant 
Impact with Mitigation) 

Facts in Support of Finding: The EHL Reservoir project site was historically used for 
agricultural production. Similarly, MM-HAZ-1 through MM-HAZ-3 and MM­
AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 would reduce the potential for significant impacts 
related to the release of hazardous materials. As such, construction impacts 
would be reduced to less-than-significant impacts with mitigation 
incorporated. 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

Impact: Impact TCR-1: The EHL Reservoir project could cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a Tribal Cultural Resource as defined 
in Public Resources Code §21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of 
the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California 
Native American tribe, and that is: Listed or eligible for listing in the 
Californ ia Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical 
resources as defined Public Resources Code Section 5020.1 (K). 
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Mitigation: Mitigation Measure MM-CR-1 (detailed above). 

Finding: Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM-CR-1 would reduce any 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a Tribal Cultural Resource 
to a less than significant level. (Less than Significant Impact with 
Mitigation) 

Facts in Support of Finding: There are archaeological resources identified within the 
APE. Previously identified multi-component archaeological site P-13-
008653/CA-IMP-8050 is within the proposed EHL Reservoir project APE 
and is recommended eligible for inclusion on the NRHP; it will be affected 
by EHL Reservoir project activities. The effects to previous and newly 
discovered resources will be less than significant with avoidance measures 
incorporated as MM-CR-1. 

Impact: Impact TRC-2: The EHL Reservoir project could result in a resource 
determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by 
substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code §5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American 
tribe. 

Mitigation: Mitigation Measure MM-CR-1 (detailed above). 

Finding: Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM-CR-1 would reduce any 
resource determined to be significant pursuant to subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code § 5024.1 to a less than significant level. (Less than 
Significant Impact with Mitigation) 

Facts in Support of Finding: There is still the possibility of uncovering subsurface 
archaeological deposits near the boundaries of previously identified and 
expanded resources. Impacts to any such inadvertent discoveries would be 
considered potentially significant. Monitoring during construction to 
appropriately treat inadvertent discoveries would reduce that impact to a 
level below significance. Native American monitoring would be extended to 
affiliated Tribes during the construction phases of the EHL Reservoir project 
to protect unknown resources and to appropriately treat inadvertent 
discoveries. With incorporation of Mitigation Measure MM-CR-1, any 
potential impacts resulting from the EHL Reservoir project would be less 
than significant. 
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