
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-2024 

RECOGNIZING ZANJERO APPRECIATION WEEK 

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District's dedicated employees who deliver water 
from the district's lateral canals to customers' gates are fondly known by the Spanish 
word "Zanjero," meaning "ditch-rider;" and 

WHEREAS, zanjeros, supported by water patrolmen, water dispatchers and water 
division coordinators are saluted for their vital role in keeping precious Colorado River 
water flowing through the Imperial Valley and to its abundant, fertile fields that grow 
food and fiber for the nation and to our communities, cities, businesses, and 
industries; and 

WHEREAS, the work of the zanjero is essential to the district's operations - whether 
clearing debris from canals, responding to customer calls, measuring water flows, 
opening and adjusting gates - zanjeros and water patrolmen are in the field around 
the clock working to ensure 11D's conveyance system is functioning in an efficient and 
safe manner to ensure continued service for our water users and community; and 

WHEREAS, the work of IID's team of zanjeros, water patrolmen, water dispatchers 
and water division coordinators are a collective 24-hours-a-day, 365-days-a-year 
commitment to provide reliable service to the customers of the Imperial Irrigation 
District; and 

WHEREAS, the zanjeros travel and maintain over 80 miles of main canals, 1,500 
miles of laterals, and operate over 5,500 delivery gates in our water system; and 

WHEREAS, the efforts of the zanjeros, water patrolmen, water dispatchers and water 
division coordinators allow for timely water adjustments in support of ever-increasing 
on-farm conservation efforts and assist in the optimization of IID's system water 
delivery efficiency; and 



WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District employs more than 129 zanjeros, 14 water 
patrolmen, 25 water dispatchers and 17 water division coordinators, all dedicated 
experts in their craft who proudly take on one of the most longstanding and essential 
jobs within the district. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that from May 21 st to May 27th - during 
peak flow season and water deliveries to users throughout the district - be 
recognized as Zanjero Appreciation Week in honor of Imperial Irrigation District's 
zanjeros, water patrolmen, water dispatchers, water division coordinators and all 
Water Department employees who work to keep water flowing to the Imperial Valley 
every day. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 21 st day of May, 2024. 
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