
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 20~2024 

Support for the Proposed Northeastern Arizona 
Indian Water Rights Settlement Agreement 

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District (11D) was established in 1911 and manages an 
annual entitlement to 3.1 million acre-feet of Colorado River water, including a present 
perfected right of 2.6 million acre-feet; and 

WHEREAS, the Colorado River is the Imperial Valley's only source of water; and 

WHEREAS, 110 delivers 97 percent of its Colorado River supply to agricultural water 
users and 3 percent delivered to seven public water systems and other various local 
commercial uses within its half million-acre rural service area; and 

WHEREAS, 11D is involved in the nation's largest agriculture-to-urban water conservation 
and transfer and series of partnerships, generating on average more than 500,000 acre­
feet of conservation each year to support statewide water supply resiliency and ensure 
California lives within its Colorado River entitlement; and 

WHEREAS, 11D recognizes the uncertainty and hardships experienced by tribal 
communities with long-standing unresolved water rights and access challenges; and 

WHEREAS, tribal representatives have briefed 11D and other California water agencies 
on the proposed Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Agreement 
through the Colorado River Board of California; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed settlement has the unique ability to provide resolution to claims 
to Arizona's water entitlement of the Navajo Nation, Hopi Tribe, and San Juan Southern 
Paiute Tribe using existing supplies from Arizona's Upper Basin Colorado River 
allocation, fourth priority Arizona Lower Basin Colorado River water and other tributary 
and groundwater supplies within Arizona, along with federal funding for tribal 
infrastructure improvements; and 



WHEREAS, the finalization of the settlement through Congressional approval will provide 
a sustainable supply for generations to come and improve the health, economy, and 
welfare of these tribal communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Imperial Irrigation District supports final 
resolution of the Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Agreement, 
including provisions that allow for tribal autonomy to lease and exchange these supplies 
to fund infrastructure improvements and the provision of potable water supplies to their 
communities who lack access to clean water, and urges Congress to move this forward 
expeditiously in 2024. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 16th day of July 2024. 
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