
HONORING CHRISTOPHER HARRIS ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE COLORADO RIVER BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

RESOLUTION NO. 23-2024 

WHEREAS, Christopher Harris has served the Colorado River Board of California for 
24 years, beginning as the environmental program manager in 2000, appointed deputy 
director in 2004, serving as acting executive director 2013-2014, and ultimately 
assuming the position of executive director in 2017; and, 

WHEREAS, Christopher Harris has been integral to numerous major programs and 
activities of the Colorado River Board, focused on protecting and managing California's 
rights and interests in its Colorado River water and hydropower supply; and, 

WHEREAS, these significant programs include efforts such as drought contingency 
planning; binational negotiations and discussions with Mexico; Basin States discussions 
and negotiations, including those related to implementation of the Lower Colorado River 
Multi-Species Conservation Program, Glen Canyon Dam Adaptive Management 
Program, and the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program; and, 

WHEREAS, in collaboration with the Imperial Irrigation District, Christopher Harris 
played a critical role in developing the Lower Basin Drought Plan for the 2022-2026 
federally funded conservation (400,000 acre-feet per year for California). He has also 
been at the forefront of leading California's efforts in discussions regarding the post 
2026 Interim Guidelines. Additionally, Christopher has been a dedicated advocate for 
the Salton Sea Initiatives; and, 

WHEREAS, Christopher Harris began his career in public service working for the 
Federal Bureau of Land Management and the United States Forest Service in the 
1970's and 1980's and in 1986 served in a variety of water resources roles at the 
Arizona Department of Water Resources where he spent nearly 15 years, and 
dedicated the last six in the Department's Office of Colorado River Management. 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of 
Directors does hereby acknowledge the many positive contributions made by 
Christopher Harris to the Colorado River Board of California and to the community at 
large through his example of hard work, commitment and unflagging service to the 
public good. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 6th day of August, 2024. 
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