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IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 29-2024 

Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project 
CEQA Findings 

WHEREAS, the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project proposes to 
construct approximately 450 acres of habitat, including riparian, emergent wetlands and 
native tree habitats, on previously fallowed agricultural land to serve as mitigation for 
impacts caused by I1D's ongiong operations and maintenance activities in the 11D service 
area and additional mitigation requirements. 

WHEREAS, the proposed project would be comprised of 130 acres of emergent wetland 
habitat ponds, 240 acres of riparian habitat, and 60 acres of native tree habitat in irrigated 
furrows. The project would also consist of 20 acres of uninhabited terrain/parking areas. 

WHEREAS, the Project Area consists of 450 acres of previously fallowed agricultural land 
located within the northwest quarter of Section 16 and north half of Section 17 of 
Township 11 South, Range 14 East, San Bernardino Base and Meridian, in Imperial 
County. 

WHEREAS, the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project would 
implement aquatic habitat to meet the requirements of the 11D's Water Conservation and 
Transfer Project Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement and 
Order for Consent. 

WHEREAS, it was determined that the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase 
Ill Project is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Title 14 of the 
California Code of Regulations, sections 15000, et seq). 

WHEREAS, the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project was 
assessed pursuant to CEQA in an Addendum, dated August 2024, to the Final EIR/EIS 
for the Water Conservation and Transfer Project (State Clearinghouse No. 1999091 142) 
as amended. 



WHEREAS, the Addendum as a whole has evaluated and analyzed the environmental 
effects of the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Il l Project. 

WHEREAS, the Addendum did not identify any new potentially significant environmental 
impacts or new mitigation measures related to 11D's Water Conservation and Transfer 
Project. 

WHEREAS, because the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project 
would occurr on 11D land and requires a major work authorization, I1D as the lead agency 
under CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 et seq.), therefore, 
must comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR § 15091) to make CEQA findings 
regarding the project. 

WHEREAS, the Addendum has evaluated and analyzed the environmental effects of the 
project as described in the CEQA Compliance Summary Staff Report for the Mitigation at 
the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project, dated August 2024, attached herewith. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Recitals. The Board of Directors hereby finds and determines the foregoing 
recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct. 

2. CECA Findings. Based on its review and consideration of the Addendum and 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15091 , the Board of Directors hereby finds 
the following: 

a. The Addendum to the Final EIR/EIS for the Water Conservation and 
Transfer Project (State Clearinghouse No. 1999091142} provides adequate 
environmental analysis to support all necessary approvals by 11D for the 
Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project. 

b. No new significant impacts would occur under the Mitigation at the Managed 
Marsh Complex Phase 111 Project and no new mitigation measures would be 
required. Therefore, no revisions to the Water Conservation and Transfer 
Project Final EIR/EIS's Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program would 
be needed. The mitigation measures will be implemented and monitored as 
provided in the Final EIR/EIS for the Water Conservation and Transfer 
Project and no additional mitigation measures are being proposed or 
adopted by 11 D. 

3. Notice of Determination. The board of directors hereby authorizes and directs that a 
Notice of Determination be filed with the Clerk of the County of Imperial. 
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4. Documents. The documents and other materials which constitute the record of 
proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Raquel Najera, 
Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333 East Barioni 
Boulevard, Imperial, Californ ia, 92251 . 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 3rd day of September 2024. 

IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
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STAFF REPORT 
Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill PROJECT 

CEQA COMPLIANCE SUMMARY 
August23,2024 

I. Background 

The Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project proposes construct 130 
acres of emergent wetland habitat ponds, 240 acres of riparian habitat fields and 60 acres 
of native tree habitat fields in irrigated furrows. The project would consist of approximately 
20 acres of uninhabited terrain/parking areas. The project is a requirement of the 
Quantification Settlement Agremenet Water Conservation and Transfer Project Final 
EIR/EIS's Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program, and an Order for Consent with 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The Project Area consists of 450 acres of previously fallowed agricultural land located 
wtihin the northwest quarter of Section 16 and north half of Section 17 of Township 11 
South, Range 14 East, San Bernardino Base and Meridian, in Imperial County. 

II. CEQA Compliance for the Project 

The Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project is proposed to comply 
with required mitigation under the Final Environmental Impact Report and Environmental 
Impact Statement (Final EIR/EIS) (State Clearinghouse No. 199091142) for IID's Water 
Conservation and Transfer Project and Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) certified by 11D, 
as the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Lead Agency, in June 2002 that 
evaluated the water conservation and transfer project that would conserve and transfer 
up to 300,000 acre-feet per year (AFY) of IID's Colorado River entitlement. The Final 
EIR/EIS identified mitigation requirements in the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting 
Plan. https://www.iid.com/about-iid/environmental-documents-available-for-public­
review. 

11D Water Department environmental staff has determined that implementation of the 
Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill would not be subject to a subsequent 
EIR pursuant to Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines. Specifically, the analysis and 
results contained in the CEQA Addendum prepared for the Mitigation at the Managed 
Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project conclude the following: 

(1) Substantial changes are not proposed in the project which would require 
major revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; 

(2) Substantial changes would not occur with respect to the circumstances 
under which the project is undertaken which would require major revisions 

Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase Ill Project 
Staff Report CEQA Compliance Summary - August 23, 2024 

Page 1 of 3 



of the previous EIR or Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects; and 

(3) No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and 
could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the 
time the previous EIR was certified as complete or the Negative Declaration 
was adopted, shows any of the following: 
(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in 
the previous EIR or negative declaration; 
(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more 
severe than shown in the previous EIR; 
(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be 
feasible would in fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or 
more significant effects of the project, but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or 
(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different 
from those analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or 
more significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents 
decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

The Addendum did not identify any new potentially significant environmental impacts or 
new mitigation measures related to IID's Water Conservation and Transfer Project. 

The Addendum, supporting documents and record of project approval are available at the 
Imperial Irrigation District office at 420 East Barioni Boulevard, Imperial, California 92251 
or online at the IID website: https://www.iid.com/about-iid/environmental-documents­
available-for-public-review. 

Ill. Staff Findings 
Because the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase 111 Project would occur on 
IID land and require a major work authorization approved by the IID Board of Directors, 
11D, as the lead agency under CEQA (California Code of Public Resources sections 21000 
et seq.), therefore, must comply with CEQA requirements (14 CCR§ 15091) and make 
CEQA findings regarding the project. Thus, the IID Board of Directors is required to make 
such findings as are referenced in the resolution adopting these findings. IID Water 
Department environmental staff determined that the Addendum evaluated and analyzed 
the environmental effects of the Mitigation at the Managed Marsh Complex Phase 111 
Project and no further environmental analysis is required under CEQA. 
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