IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 39-2024

IN APPRECIATION OF CAMILLE CALIMLIM TOUTON
COMMISSIONER OF THE U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
FOR HER DEDICATION TO WORKING WITH IID AND THE PEOPLE OF
THE IMPERIAL VALLEY ON NUMEROUS ISSUES OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District is proud to have enjoyed a professional,
positive, and productive working relationship Camitle Calimlim Touton during her service
as Commissioner of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation; and

WHEREAS, since she was sworn in as Reclamation Commissioner by the Secretary of
the Interior in December 2021, Ms. Touton has provided extraordinary leadership and
worked tirelessly to develop collaborative solutions to the many complicated issues facing
the Colorado River, lID’s sole water supply, and the Salton Sea; topics of critical
importance to the District and the community and growers i1D serves; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Touton often touted the importance of “showing up” and visited the
Imperial Valley on multiple occasions as Commissioner and in her prior federal roles to
better understand and discuss 11D water initiatives and interests, meeting directly with
directors, management, growers, and local officials to learn from each about the Valley’s
specific concerns and potential solutions; and

WHEREAS, her work and passion for the Colorado River resulted in the development of
large-scale initiatives to provide water supply drought resiliency for the Lower Basin that
were embraced locally, creating opportunities for [ID and its water users to implement
voluntary compensated conservation programs in the Imperial Valley that will create over
800,000 acre-feet of System Conservation Water and add more than 10 feet of elevation
protection to Lake Mead; and

WHEREAS, these conservation actions could never have occurred had Reclamation not
first addressed longstanding concerns about the nexus between the Colorado River and
the Salton Sea, which Commissioner Touton addressed through a firm commitment of
$250 million in federal funds directed to the California Natural Resources Agency to
accelerate its Species Conservation Habitat project at the Sea; and



WHEREAS, much of this work was the result of Commissioner Touton’s 2022 call for
immediate action and near-term basin-wide water use reductions to protect critical
Colorado River reservoir elevations from historic drought and climate change impacts and
Reclamation’s initiation of a process to revise the 2007 Interim Guidelines for Lower Basin
Shortages and Coordinated Operations for Lake Powell and Lake Mead: and

WHEREAS, this process led to the implementation of the Lower Basin Plan that will
generate 3 miliion acre-feet of new conservation and water use reductions by the Lower
Basin states, including 1.6 million acre-feet of California contributions funded largely by
the Inflation Reduction Act that will add approximately 20 feet of elevation of Lake Mead,
our nation’s largest reservoir and IID’s sole water supply.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Imperial Irrigation District Board of
Directors recognize the skilled, astute dedication of Reclamation Commissioner Touton
in working together for the benefit of the West and the Colorado River, which serves 40
million people and the country of Mexico, and her personal efforts to drive consensus
while respecting local concerns, water rights, and established working relationships
through direct conversations and listening sessions with the District, its local growers and
public officials to attempt to solve these issues through agreement, understanding and
mutual benefit for the greater good. Through this resolution, it is in deep gratitude that we
wish her the best in all of her future endeavors.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19" day of November, 2024.
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