IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 40-2024

WHEREAS, the Grapefruit 92-kV Switching Station Project located at 1280 Grapefruit
Boulevard, Coachella, California, proposes the demolition of the 6,269 square foot J26
Date Growers Building and the construction of a new 92-kV switching station, consisting
of four (4) 92-kV bays, one (1) control building, auxiliary equipment, and related grading,
grounding, concrete foundations, structures, conduit, and perimeter block wall; and

WHEREAS, the CI, R, K, CL, CN and CM transmission power lines will be relocated from
the Coachella Switching Station to the new Grapefruit Switching Station, four (4) off-site
poles will be installed for an overhead transmission line extending east across State
Route 111/Grapefruit Boulevard to connect to an existing transmission tower, and the
existing circuit between Coachella Switching Station and Coachella Gas Turbines will be

intercepted with a 92-kV double circuit transmission line to the Grapefruit Switching
Station; and

WHEREAS, the project is being constructed in response to the findings of an IID reliability
study that identified the need to upgrade the existing Coachella Switching Station; and

WHEREAS, the project is subject to the requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act, California Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq., and the State
CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 15000, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the IID is carrying out the project, as the Lead Agency for the project pursuant
to Section 15051(a) of the CEQA Guidelines; and to assess the environmental effects of
the project, an Initial Study was prepared that determined a Mitigated Negative
Declaration was the appropriate compliance action in accordance with the requirements
of the CEQA, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors, the decision-making body for the Imperial Irrigation
District, at a regularly scheduled public meeting on August 6, 2024, approved the release
and distribution of the draft MND for a 30-day public review period, from August 13, 2024
to September 11, 2024; pursuant to Section 15073 of the CEQA Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, comment letters from the Department of Toxic Substances Control, Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, California Department of Fish & Wildlife and the City
of Coachella were received; no new significant environmental impacts or issues, beyond
those already identified in the IS and draft MND were raised; and



WHEREAS, after the comment period closed and no substantial changes were required
to the draft MND to alter the findings that the project has no significant environmental
impacts, IID staff has prepared a final MND (State Clearinghouse #2024080227) which
together with the IS and the proposed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program are
collectively referred to hereinafter as the “Final MND” attached hereto as Exhibit 1; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has considered the entire administrative record,
including, the Final MND and all comments received.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:

e

2.

The Board of Directors hereby finds and determines that the foregoing
recitals, which are incorporated herein by reference, are true and correct.
The Board of Directors has reviewed and considered the Final MND
together with any comments received during the public review process. The
Board of Directors hereby finds that, pursuant to CEQA and Section 15074
of the CEQA Guidelines, the Final MND has been prepared in compliance
with the requirements of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines. The Board of
Directors alsc hereby finds that, based on the whole record before it
(including the Final MND and any comments received), there is no
substantial evidence the project will have a significant effect on the
environment with the implementation of the MMRP and the Final MND
reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the |ID, as the CEQA Lead
Agency. The Board of Directors hereby finds that the foregoing is supported
by substantial evidence in the record.

Pursuant to CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, the Board of Directors hereby
adopts the Final MND attached as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by
reference.

The Board of Directors hereby authorizes and directs that a Notice of
Determination be filed with the Clerk of the County of Riverside within five
(5) working days of adoption of the Final MND.

The documents and other materials which constitute the record of
proceedings upon which this decision is based are in the custody of Raquel
Najera, Secretary to the Board of Directors, Imperial Irrigation District, 333
East Barioni Boulevard, Imperial, California, 92251.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 19" day of November, 2024.

ORGANIZED

IMPERIP&RR/IG;ATION STRICT

/Dam7

Secretary
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EXHIBIT 1

Final Mitigated Negative Declaration
Grapefruit 92-kV Switching Station Project (No. 2.00285)

SCH #2024080227

Available at: https://www.iid.com/about-iid/environmental-
documents-available-for-public-review




