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IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 48-2024 

IN APPRECIATION OF THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF 
DIRECTOR ALFRED (FRED) SINGH 

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District Board of Directors and management team are 
saddened by the passing of Alfred (Fred) Singh, who served as a Director during 
America's bicentennial year in 1976 through 1978, representing Division 5, where he 
made history by becoming the first Mexican-American to serve on the Board of Directors; 
and 

WHEREAS, during his tenure on the Board, Director Singh served with fellow respected 
Directors Lorn Thompson, Gerald L. Moore, Bernard Galleano, Neal Jack, and Paul A. 
Mitchell where important challenges were confronted and decisions required by the 
Board; and 

WHEREAS, Director Singh helped set direction on many key issues in the mid-to-late 
1970s, including the expansion of the Water and Power Departments' operation without 
increase in personnel, continuing District operations under an austere budget reflected 
by stable power and water rates, increasing water conservation efforts, and recovering 
from devastating summer storms; and 

WHEREAS, Director Singh's commitment to conserve water led to the District 
constructing its first reservoir in January 1976 to regulate water from the East Highline 
Canal, named the "Kakoo Singh Reservoir" after Director Singh's step-father who was a 
prominent local grower; and 

WHEREAS, Director Singh served the District during a time when energy demand was 
rising and worked at ways to increase capacity to meet future needs at a time when the 
nation was contending the energy crisis of the late 1970s and the preservation of natural 
resources, he and fellow Directors found solutions to fulfill the District's obligation to 
provide water and power service, considering support for a desert nuclear power plant 
and to receive energy for the first time from geothermal plants scheduled for development 
in the Imperial Valley; and 



WHEREAS, Director Singh, born in Fresno, moved to Calipatria, where he was raised, 
attended California Polytechnic San Luis Obispo, and served in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War, returning home to complete his degree in Animal Husbandry, later marrying, 
raising his three sons and daughter in Holtville; and 

WHEREAS, Director Singh returned to his roots to farm in Calipatria with his stepfather 
Kakoo Singh, after serving as the youngest Imperial County Director of Environmental 
Health, later running for California State Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, Director Singh was highly active in the community, serving on the Imperial 
County Democratic Central Committee, Lions Club, and Vigilantes. He was known for his 
passion for basketball, serving in city and Mexicali leagues. He helped establish the route 
for the Baja 1,000, which later became SCORE. He enjoyed sharing his life adventures 
with everyone, counting being a father to his children s one of his greatest 
accomplishments. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Alfred (Fred) Singh, merits the many thanks 
of his colleagues, the respect of the community, and the gratitude of the Imperial Irrigation 
District, its Board, management team and staff, as well as the public at large for the 
numerous contributions he has made. 

PASSED AND ADOPT ED this 17th day of December, 2024. 
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