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Government Affairs Office
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• The Government Affairs Office plays an essential role in 
formulating the District’s legislative and regulatory strategies and 
actions to advance the Board’s policies and safeguard the 
District’s interests.
 Actively advocates IID’s position on state and federal legislation 

and regulatory proceedings that could impact the District.

 Maintains active relationships and open communication with 
local, state, and federal government officials as well as 
stakeholders who may influence policymaking decisions. 

 Supports Departments with grants research and proactively 
coordinates with governmental and non-governmental 
organizations to secure support letters.
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Government Affairs Team

IID Staff

Antonio Ortega           

Government Affairs Officer

Lee Hernandez, MPA 

Government Affairs Specialist

State and Federal Consultants

Alfredo Medina and Che Salinas 

Manatt, Phelps and Phillips

Tara Billingsley and Elliot Howard 

Massie Partners
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IID Legislative Committees
• IID’s State and Federal Legislative Committees proactively monitor,

analyze, and recommend positions on legislation as well as regulatory
proceedings. The Committees also discuss broader governmental and
legislative matters that are pertinent to the District and its operations.

 State Legislative Committee: Vice Chairman JB Hamby, Director Karin
Eugenio, Executive Management, Government Affairs staff, Manatt.

 Federal Legislative Committee: Vice Chairman JB Hamby, Director Alex
Cardenas, Executive Management, Government Affairs staff, Massie
Partners.
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Membership Associations
IID supplements its lobbying activities by actively participating with
membership associations that advocate on behalf of water agencies
and public power providers at the State and Federal levels.

• American Public Power Association (APPA)

• Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA)

• California Municipal Utilities Association (CMUA)

• Large Public Power Council (LPPC)

• Southern California Public Power Authority (SCPPA)
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Local Engagement
• City Councils in Imperial and Coachella Valleys

• Tribal Nations in Imperial and Coachella Valleys 

• IID’s Coachella Valley Energy Commission

• Coachella Valley Association of Governments 

• Imperial and Riverside Counties, including the Board of Supervisors

• Imperial and Riverside Counties Local Agency Formation Commissions 

• Southern CA Association of Governments

• Salton Sea Authority

• Local Non-Governmental Organizations 
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State Engagement

California State Assembly 
• Assembly 

 60 Democrats, 19 Republicans, 1 Vacant

• Representing Imperial & Coachella Valleys 
 Assm. Jeff Gonzalez, AD-36 (Newly Elected)

 Assm. Greg Wallis, AD-47 (Re-elected)

• Leadership and Key Committees
 Assembly Speaker – Assm. Robert Rivas, AD-29

 Utilities and Energy – Assm. Cottie Petrie-Norris, AD-73

 Water, Parks, and Wildlife – Assm. Diane Papan, AD-21
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State Engagement

California State Senate 
• Senate 

 30 Democrats, 9 Republicans, 1 Vacant

• Representing Imperial & Coachella Valleys
 Sen. Steve Padilla, SD-18

 Sen. Rosilicie Ochoa Bogh, SD-19 (Newly Elected)

• Leadership and Key Committees
 President Pro Tempore – Sen. Mike McGuire, SD-02

 Energy, Utilities and Communications – Sen. Josh Becker, SD-13

 Natural Resources and Water – Sen. Monique Limon, SD-21
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State Engagement

• California Environmental Protection Agency
 California Air Resources Board

 State Water Resources Control Board

• California Natural Resources Agency
 California Energy Commission

 California Water Commission

 Colorado River Board of California 

 Department of Conservation 

 Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 Department of Water Resources
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Federal Engagement
U.S. House of Representatives
• House

 220 Republicans, 215 Democrats

• Representing Imperial & Coachella Valleys
 Rep. Dr. Raul Ruiz, CA-25 (Re-elected)

 Rep. Ken Calvert, CA-41 (Re-elected)

• Leadership and Key Committees
 House Speaker – Rep. Mike Johnson, LA-04

 Energy and Commerce – Rep. Brett Guthrie, KY-02

 Natural Resources – Rep. Bruce Westerman, AR-04
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Federal Engagement
U.S. Senate
• Senate

 53 Republicans, 45 Democrats,

2 Independents

• Senators Representing California
 Sen. Alex Padilla

 Sen. Adam Schiff (Newly Elected)

• Leadership and Key Committees
 Senate Majority Leader – Sen. John Thune, SD

 Energy and Natural Resources – Sen. Mike Lee, UT

 Environment and Public Works – Sen. Shelley Moore Capito, WV
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Federal Engagement

• Department of Energy

• Department of the Interior
 Bureau of Land Management

 Bureau of Reclamation 

 Fish and Wildlife Service

• Environmental Protection Agency

• Federal Emergency Management Agency

*Note: President Trump’s Cabinet Nominations for these agencies are pending U.S. Senate 
Confirmation.
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Policy Priorities Outlook 

California Priorities in Energy & Water Sectors Federal Priorities in Energy & Water Sectors

1. Energy Cost Affordability
2. Pathways Initiatives Proposal
3. Energy Resources Program Account 
4. Cap and Trade Reauthorization

1. Pathways Initiative Proposal
2. Grid Modernization 
3. Energy Efficiency
4. Energy Resilience 

1. Water Rights
2. Water Conservation 
3. Water Cost Affordability

1. Water Conservation
2. Water Infrastructure Upgrades
3. Reduction of PFAS in Water
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Regulatory Priorities Outlook
Department of Energy Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission
North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation

Environmental 
Protection Agency

• Distribution 
Transformer 
Efficiency Standards

• Next-Generation 
Geothermal Power

• Multi-State Transmission
• Long-Term Regional 

Transmission Planning

• Grid reliability: energy 
policy

• Grid transformation and 
resilience

• Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions

• Effluent Limitations 
Guidelines and 
Standards for Steam 
Power Generation
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California Air Resources 
Board

California Independent System 
Operator 

California Energy 
Commission

California Public 
Utilities Commission

• Advanced Clean 
Fleets (AB 1594)

• Cap-and-Trade 
Program

• SF6 Regulation

• Pathways Initiative Proposal • SB 1158 - Power Source 
Disclosure Program

• Energy Resources 
Programs Account 
(ERPA)

• AB 1373 Centralized 
Procurement (AB 
1834 – follow up 
legislation)
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Government Affairs at Work
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Government Affairs at Work
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Staff recommends that the Board find that the 
District complies with Board Policy BL-13: Local, 
State, and Federal Legislation and Regulation.
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Recommendation for BL-13: Local, State, and Federal 
Legislation and Regulation


