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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2022 

 
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

William R. Condit Auditorium Division 1―Alex Cardenas, Vice President 
1285 Broadway Ave Division 2―JB Hamby 
El Centro, CA 92243 Division 3―James C. Hanks, President 
 Division 4―Javier Gonzalez 

 Division 5―Norma Sierra Galindo  
Enrique B. Martinez, General Manager  
Wayne K. Strumpfer, General Counsel  
 
The board meeting was held via teleconference due to COVID-19 concerns. Vice 
President Cardenas and Director Gonzalez were present in the El Centro boardroom. 
President Hanks and Director Hamby were present via WebEx. Director Galindo joined 
via WebEx at 8:50 a.m. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER― 8:05 a.m.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
CONVENE CLOSED SESSION― 8:10 a.m.  
 
1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— EXISTING LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 549569.9(d)(1)): Antonio Perez, et al. v. IID, et al., Case No. 
ECU001449, Imperial County Superior Court. 
 

 

2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— EXISTING LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 549569.9(d)(1)): General Insurance Company of America v. IID, 
et al., Case No. PSC2003643, Riverside County Superior Court. 
 

 

3. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)): Energy Dept. (three cases). 
 
 
 
 

 

··· IID www.iid.com 

A century of service. Since 1911 
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4. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— EXISTING LITIGATION 

(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 549569.9(d)(1)): IID v. Imperial County Air Pollution Control 
District, Case No. ECU001904, Imperial County Superior Court 
 
The board took a break. 
 

 

5. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)): Water Dept. (three cases). 
 

 

6. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL— ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
(Cal. Gov. Code sec. 54956.9(d)(2) & (e)(1)): Executive Dept. (one case). 

 

 
RECONVENE REGULAR SESSION―1:26 p.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The invocation was led by IID employee Don Campbell. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Sky Ainsworth. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
Service Awards were presented to four employees for a total of 55 worker-years.  
 
REPORT ACTIONS TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY 
General Counsel Wayne Strumpfer reported that in the case of Antonio Perez, et al. v. 
IID, et al, Case No. ECU001449, Imperial County Superior Court, the board voted 4-0, 
with Director Galindo absent, granting General Counsel authority to settle the matter. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board approve the 
agenda as presented, with action item No. 6 moved to the information agenda at the 
request of Director Hamby. 
 
• Action Item No. 6: Desert View Power proposed five-year extension to power 

purchase agreement.  
 

Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas No 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 3-1, with Vice President Cardenas voting no and Director Galindo absent. 
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President Hanks misunderstood the motion on action Item No. 6, prompting Vice 
President Cardenas to reiterate the motion, and the General Counsel suggested a revote 
due to President Hanks' misinterpretation of the action. 
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board approve 
moving action item No. 6 to the information agenda. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas No 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  No 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion failed 2-2, with Director Galindo absent. 
 
Moved by Director Gonzalez, seconded by President Hanks, that the board approve the 
agenda as presented. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  No 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 3-1, with Director Hamby voting no and Director Galindo absent. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
• Via Teleconference: 

o Eric Reyes thanked Water Manager Tina Shields and Chief Financial Officer 
Belen Valenzuela for their prompt response to his inquiry about On-Farm 
Efficiency Conservation and energy cost for summer 2021. 

• Via Email (copies attached): 
o The Imperial Valley Public Integrity Project, on behalf of Imperial Valley 

ratepayers, is proposing a resolution or policy for the board's upcoming meeting 
regarding concerns with Director Gonzalez. 

o Richard (last name not provided) supports Desert View Power's proposed five-
year extension (action item No. 6). 

• In Person: 
o Pete Rodriquez from El Centro expressed his concerns about Director 

Gonzalez and Director Hamby. 
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BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  
 
• Director Hamby reported on the following matters: 

o He attended the second legislative committee meeting and reported on matters 
of interest. 

o He attended a meeting with the Colorado River Board of California this week 
and is scheduled to attend a Colorado River Water Leaders Program in the 
coming days. 

 
• Director Gonzalez reported on the following matters: 

o He thanked the Energy Department for arranging the tours of their facilities. 
o Expressed his concerns regarding the energy grid. 
o The Arbor Day celebration is scheduled for April 30 at Adrian Cordoba Park in 

Calexico. 
 
• President Hanks expressed gratitude to everyone for their support and prayers during 

his health struggles. 
 

• Vice President Cardenas reported on IID’s Legislative Committee and acknowledged 
Antonio Ortega for his outstanding work in this committee.  

 
GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 
 
General Manager Enrique Martinez reported on the following matters: 
• Mr. Martinez provided an update on COVID-19 activities, stating that the number of 

positive cases has significantly decreased. 
• Mr. Martinez, staff, and consultants have been actively involved in discussions 

regarding the Colorado River, which is facing a severe hydrology issue. 
• Monthly meetings are being held with Indio, La Quinta, and Coachella city managers 

to discuss development and significant growth. 
• Workshops were conducted to address the S-Line upgrades and right-of-way issues 

and to ensure timely and accurate equipment delivery. Staff is getting ready to launch 
the second effort for the R-Line upgrade. 

• District staff is continuously evaluating the impact of the supply chain on transformers 
and other basic equipment, typically in stock in the district. 

 
Director Galindo joined the regular session via WebEx at 2:21 p.m. 
 
ACTION 
 
1. Adopt Resolution Re-Authorizing Teleconferenced Board Meetings; Resolution 

Establishing Necessary Findings Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953€  
General Counsel Wayne Strumpfer reported on this matter and updated the 
resolution number from 17-2022 to 6-2022. 

  
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board adopt 
Resolution 6-2022 re-authorizing teleconferenced board meetings. 
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Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

2. Approve Amendment No. 3 to Service Agreement No. 8100002364 with 
Guidehouse, Inc. for consulting services 
Tino Zaragoza, reliability compliance officer, reported on the proposed 
amendment, which was presented as an informational item to the board on 
March 1, 2022. Guidehouse, Inc. will assist in preparing information for the 2022 
WECC compliance audit, set to commence in March 2022. The cost associated 
with the amendment is $20,000. 
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
approve the following two action items. 
 
• Action item No. 2:  Amendment No. 3 to Service Agreement No 8100002364 

with Guidehouse, Inc. to increase the agreement's value by $20,000. 
• Action item No. 3: Approval of a six-month agreement with Guidehouse, Inc. 

(SRFP 431) to provide as-needed reliability compliance consulting services 
for $320,000 over a 36-month period. Guidehouse will assist with WECC, 
NERC, and FERC compliance audits. 

 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 

  
3. Approve Service Agreement Request with Guidehouse, Inc. for Reliability 

Compliance Consulting Services – Secondary Request for Proposal No. 431 
 Motion carried under action item No. 2. 

 
4. Approve Energy Cost Adjustment Billing Factors – April 2022 
 Belen Valenzuela, chief financial officer, recommended that the IID continue 

stabilizing the Energy Const Adjustment (ECA) factor for April 2022 at $0.0432 
per kWh. Ms. Valenzuela provided her opinion that stabilizing the ECA will help 
lower the ECA billing factor in the high summer usage months.  
 
Public comments were provided by Tony Gallegos from Brawley and Mark 
McBroom Calipatria Farmer, with Chief Financial Officer Valenzuela providing 
clarification on the recommendation of stabilizing the ECA by keeping it at 
$0.0432 per kWh for the month of April 2022, including an overcollection factor. 
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Vice President Cardenas stated that the board has opted for monthly ECA 
checkups to prevent overcollection, ensure transparency, and minimize summer 
impact. 
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Vice President Cardenas, that the board 
approve the ECA and ECA-R billing factors for the billing month of April 2022 to 
a total of $0.0432 per kWh. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 
 

5. Financial Update through December 31, 2021 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
acknowledge the financial update through December 31, 2021, as presented by 
the Finance Department. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Absent 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Galindo absent. 

  
Director Galindo joined the regular session via WebEx at 2:21 p.m. 
 
Director Hamby briefly left the meeting via WebEx. 
 

6. Desert View Power Proposed Five-Year Extension to Power Purchase 
Agreement 
General Manager Enrique Martinez discussed the Desert View Power biomass 
facility in Mecca, California, with staff presenting two proposals for board 
consideration as the agreement is set to expire in April 2022. 
 
Mark Printy, manager of energy optimization, presented Desert View Power's 
five-year extension evaluation options and re-negotiation of the 2012 agreement. 
IID considered various options, and the following two were directed to be 
presented to the board: 
 
• Option 5: Fixed must-take power purchase agreement at a cost of $108 MWh 

that consists of the following energy and renewable energy credit (REC) cost 
components: 
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o $98 MWh energy cost escalating annually at 2 percent 
o $10 MWh REC cost escalating annually at 2 percent. 

 
The best and final offer of the five-year extension would allow IID to shorten 
the term of the Power Purchase Agreement to three years by presenting a 
letter to DVP confirming Hell’s Kitchen timely delivery of contracted capacity. 
 

• Option 3: Flexible schedule power purchase agreement at a cost of $111 
MWh that consists of the following energy, capacity, and REC cost 
components: 

o $40 MWh energy cost escalating annually at 2 percent 
o $10 MWh REC cost escalating annually at 2 percent 
o $61 MWh based on 32.50 kW-month ($1,462,500/month) fixed cost, 

escalating annually at 2 percent. 
 
Ms. Valenzuela explained DVP’s impact regarding the energy cost adjustment 
factor for Option 5 and Option 3. 
 
General Manager Martinez highlighted financial challenges but also noted the 
need for energy continuity in the valley. 
 
This item was presented to the Energy Consumers Advisory Committee on 
March 7, 2022, and Vice President Cardenas inquired about their assessment 
of the matter. General Manager Martinez responded that the ECAC 
recommended that IID continue negotiations for a better contract. Director 
Hamby attended the ECAC meeting and addressed various concerns raised by 
members of the ECAC. 
 
Director Hamby suggested the need for more affordable and reasonable options 
for IID rate payers. Director Gonzalez concurred with Director Hamby.  
 
President Hanks expressed his views on this matter, such as this being a fixed 
cost, his opinion that it has the potential to address voltage issues in the 
Coachella Valley, and the importance of not speculating on the market. 
 
General Manager Martinez provided comments, with President Hanks, Vice 
President Cardenas, and Director Galindo supporting this matter and reiterating 
the importance of securing and providing reliable power to IID rate payers. 
 
Extensive discussion ensued on the issues of outages, reliability, and 
dispatching with DVP, among other related matters. 
 
A motion was made by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that 
the board propose a counterproposal to Desert View Power to have a five-year 
contract allowing IID to purchase power for two years, with the option to renew 
or discontinue its participation annually thereafter for the five-year term of the 
agreement.  
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Mitchell Martin from Desert View Power provided comments. 
 
Comments via Telephone: 
Former IID Board of Directors Mike Abatti and Steve Benson presented their 
views and asked questions concerning the proposed extension to DVP’s power 
purchase agreement, focusing on the need for road construction, summer load 
costs, off-peak power, natural gas, renewable sources, and base rate. 
 
Mr. Abatti raised concerns about base rates and renewable portfolio standards, 
and General Manager Martinez's interpretation of the Board of Directors' intent 
to increase renewable requirements above California's guidance.  
 
Mr. Abatti expressed concerns about the inconsistency in IID's mission and 
vision statement regarding affordable and reliable energy costs. Vice President 
Cardenas requested General Manager Martinez follow up with Mr. Abatti 
regarding any policy change action. 
 
The motion was reiterated by Vice President Cardenas, who called for a roll call 
vote. 
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
propose a counterproposal to Desert View Power’s proposed five-year extension 
to its current agreement, allowing IID to purchase power for two years, with the 
option to renew or discontinue its participation annually thereafter for the five-
year term of the agreement.  
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas No 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  No 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  No 
Motion failed 2-3. 
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board table 
this agenda item. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas No 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  No 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  No 
Motion failed 2-3. 
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
discontinue further negotiations with Desert View Power after the expiration of 
their agreement.  
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Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas No 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  No 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  No 
Motion failed 2-3. 
 
Moved by President Hanks, seconded by Vice President Cardenas, that the 
board approve option three, as detailed in the PowerPoint presentation. The 
matter was opened for discussion. 
 
Director Gonzalez inquired about the absence of a recommendation in the board 
memo. General Manager Martinez stated that the staff is bringing a risky element 
to the board for their decision. 
 
To a question posed by Director Hamby, Alma Montoya, risk manager, confirmed 
that options five and three were presented to IID's Energy Risk Management 
Group but were not approved due to financial implications. 
 
Director Hamby expressed concern over the $50 million extra cost and struggled 
to comprehend the desired action despite the concerns. 
 
President Hanks inquired about Coachella Valley's projected growth in the next 
two to three years. General Manager Martinez indicated that over 500 
megawatts of interested parties are seeking additional capacity, with 250 
megawatts needed if half of the requested capacity is met. 
 
Director Hamby made a motion to amend the main motion, making it conditional 
on the approval of liquidated damages for non-production of power in the 
summer months as part of this contract.  
 
Moved by Director Hamby, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
approve the main motion and making it conditioned on the approval of liquidated 
damages for non-production of power in summer months as part of this contract. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas No 
Director Hamby  Yes 
President Hanks  No 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  No 
Motion failed 2-3. 
 
Moved by President Hanks, seconded by Vice President Cardenas, that the 
board approve Desert View Power’s option three – Flexible Schedule. 
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• Option 3: Flexible schedule power purchase agreement at a cost of $111 
MWh that consists of the following energy, capacity, and Renewable Energy 
Credit cost components: 

o $40 MWh energy cost escalating annually at 2 percent 
o $10 MWh REC cost escalating annually at 2 percent 
o $61 MWh based on 32.50 kW-month ($1,462,500/month) fixed cost, 

escalating annually at 2 percent. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  No 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  No 
Director Galindo  Yes 
Motion carried 3-2, with Directors Hamby and Gonzalez voting no. 
 
Director Hamby left the meeting via WebEx at 4:13 p.m. due to a Colorado River 
commitment and was absent for action items Nos. 7 and 8. 

  
7. Major Work Authorization No. CSP 60130961: Dogwood Road Bridge 

Temporary Shoofly 
 Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Business and Regulatory Compliance, 

presented Major Work Authorization No. CSP 60130961. The Imperial County 
Department of Public Works requested that IID temporarily relocate three lines 
(two transmission circuits and one distribution underbuilt) near the intersection 
of Dogwood Road and Willoughby Road in Calexico, California. The Dogwood 
Road bridge needs to be replaced because it is sinking and has become a 
hazard to the public. The estimated project cost is $724,779 and is 100 percent 
customer-funded. 
 
Ms. Barber reported that the utility agreement would typically be executed 
alongside the MWA approval, but due to timing, the IID received a copy of minute 
order and is expected to receive the actual agreement for execution later this 
week. In addition, staff requested authorization to file a notice of exemption with 
the Imperial County Clerk.  
 
Moved by President Hanks, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board 
approve Major Work Authorization CSP 60130961 to 1) temporarily relocate two 
transmission circuits and one distribution underbuilt near the intersection of 
Dogwood Road and Willoughby Road in Calexico, California; 2) authority to 
execute the utility agreement for this project between IID and Imperial County; 
and 3) authorization to file the CEQA notice of exemption with the Imperial 
County Clerk-Recorder.  
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Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Absent 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Yes 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Hamby absent. 
 

8 Amendment No. 1 to Truesdell Service Agreement No. 8100002706 for Imperial 
Dam Concrete Repairs 
Moved by Vice President Cardenas, seconded by President Hanks, that the 
board approve amendment No. 1 to Service Agreement No. 8100002706 with 
Truesdell for $7,333.98 to repair concrete structures and install additional rebar 
at three locations of the Imperial Dam and All-American Canal. 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Absent 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Yes 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Hamby absent. 

 
CONSENT 
Moved by President Hanks, seconded by Director Gonzalez, that the board approve the 
consent agenda as presented (Nos. 9-13). 
 
Roll Call Vote 
Vice President Cardenas Yes 
Director Hamby  Absent 
President Hanks  Yes 
Director Gonzalez  Yes 
Director Galindo  Yes 
Motion carried 4-0, with Director Hamby absent. 
 
9. Approval of minutes as presented: 

a.  January 19, 2021, regular 
b.  January 19, 2021, special 
c.  February 2, 2021, regular 
d.  February 10, 2021, special 

  
10. Change of Location for April Board Meetings 
 Change of board meeting locations as follows: 

• Moved the April 12 meeting from La Quinta to El Centro. 
• Moved the April 19 meeting from El Centro to La Quinta. 
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11. Deny Claims for Damages 
a. The Law Office of Eduardo A. Rivera OBO Mal’Akhi Joseph Kelada 

(No. 25537.1IE) 
b. The Law Office of Eduardo A. Rivera OBO Mervat Kelada (No. 25537.2IE) 

  
12. Acknowledge accounts payable checks and electronic transfers for the month 

of February 2022, as presented.  
  
13. Request to purchase one 4x4 crew cab truck with service body equipment from 

Imperial Valley Auto-GM/Desert Auto Group III, LLC at the purchase price of 
$72,998, with applicable sales tax and fees. 

  
INFORMATION 
  
14. Update by Ag Water Advisory Committee (AWAC) Chairman Mark McBroom 

Mr. McBroom reported on the following matters: 
• The AWAC approved a resolution at its March 10, 2022, meeting 

recommending that the IID Board of Directors craft an Equitable Distribution 
Plan to implement after January 2023 while working to access the stored 
water to meet the needs of the Ag community during 2022. 

• Mr. McBroom is working on promptly scheduling an EDP ad hoc committee. 
• Mr. McBroom expressed his opinion on the impacts on the farming 

community from the loss of revenues or payment for water pricing. He 
reiterated the importance of recognizing the impacts that the water has on 
Imperial Valley, the community that relies so much on the ag industry. 

 
Director Gonzalez left the meeting at 4:24 p.m. 

  
15. Quitclaim Deed: Portion of McKim Drain – Osterkamp Farms 
 Laura Cervantes, supervisor, Real Estate, reported that IID has right-of-way 

easements for an open-channel drain identified as McKim Drain. Osterkamp 
Farms requested that IID relinquish and quitclaim easements for a new tailwater 
recovery system and reservoir, and will assume all maintenance responsibility 
for this portion of the drain. The proposed resolution, drain abandonment 
agreement, and quitclaim deed would provide Osterkamp Farms with the 
applicable portion of easements No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3.  Staff will recommend 
that the board adopt the resolution authorizing the president and secretary to 
execute the drain abandonment agreement and quitclaim deed at the next board 
meeting. 
 
Director Galindo expressed her support for this resolution. 
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16. Quitclaim Deed: Portion of Redwood 9 Drain – Osterkamp Farms 
Laura Cervantes, supervisor, Real Estate, reported that IID acquired a right-of-
way easement for an open-channel drain identified as Redwood 9 Drain. 
Osterkamp Farms requested that IID relinquish and quitclaim a portion of said 
easement to proceed with a new tailwater recovery system and reservoir. 
Osterkamp Farms will assume all maintenance responsibility for this portion of 
the drain. The proposed resolution and quitclaim deed would give Osterkamp 
Farms the easement. Staff will recommend that the board adopt the resolution 
authorizing the president and secretary to execute the drain abandonment 
agreement and quitclaim deed at the next board meeting. 

  
17. Offers to Purchase Vacant IID Property in Brawley, California (J27 building) 
 Laura Cervantes, supervisor, Real Estate, reported on two unsolicited offers 

received to purchase IID’s building (J27), located at 138 South 8th Street in 
Brawley, California. With the consolidation of several water and power division 
offices, the property was declared surplus to the district’s needs on May 13, 
1997, under Resolution No. 9-97. The property has never been listed for sale, 
and a professional appraisal of the property was conducted in 1996 with a then-
market value of $90,000.  
 
General Counsel Wayne Strumpfer requested guidance from the board on the 
appropriate approach to this property, discussing various options: 
1. The board can, at a future meeting, consider and choose a proposal from the 

two unsolicited offers recently made. 
2. IID could request a professional appraiser to provide the valuation of the 

building and then consider either a) choose a proposal from the two 
unsolicited offers recently made, or b) place the property for sale to the 
general public.  

3. IID could research the possibility of placing the building on the National 
Register of Historic Places and return to the board with information on cost, 
potential grants, process, and advantages/disadvantages of this option.  

4. Take no action at the current time.  
 
President Hanks and Director Galindo believe this building should be considered 
a historic structure. Further, President Hanks agreed with General Counsel 
Strumpfer to have staff research the possibility of placing the building on the 
National Register of Historic Places and obtain an appraisal before coming back 
to the board for action. 
 

18. Proposed Amendment to Policy No. 3130 - Competitive Procurements and 
Contracts – Removal of Debarment of Contractors for DIR Civil Wage and 
Penalty Assessments 
General Counsel Strumpfer stated that President Hanks has expressed 
concerns about the action taken previously, and therefore, the matter is being 
discussed. 
 
President Hanks stated that some information may not have been accurate. It is 
his understanding that the state is responsible for removing individuals from a 
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bid list if they violate the prevailing wage. In the case that was previously brought 
up to the board, there was an issue not related to underpayment, as the state 
would have taken appropriate action. Therefore, President Hanks requested that 
staff investigate the matter and provide support if the state identified a violation. 
 
Vice President Cardenas is open to discussing the item again, provided there is 
agreement to minimize additional staff work. 

  
19. Policy No. 1080, Major Work Authorizations - Temporary Provision for Supply 

Chain Disruption 
 Jennifer Goodsell, general services manager, sought board guidance on a 

temporary provision to major work authorization Policy No. 1080 due to COVID-
19 supply chain restrictions, provided the board’s approved amount is not 
exceeded. Staff have experienced challenges with vendor shortages, factory 
backlogs, and refusal of new orders. 
 
Ms. Goodsell clarified that any modifications to approved MWAs under the 
temporary provision will require approval from the department and general 
manager and will be reported to the board during quarterly project updates. 
 
President Hanks stated that several years ago, the board authorized the general 
manager to use services during emergencies, with the expectation that the 
general manager would report at the next board meeting. General Counsel 
Strumpfer will recommend similar actions for the general manager and provide 
a report on them at the next board meeting. 
 

20. Major Work Authorization No. 30037799: LH Line relays replacement 
 Jack Dresher, superintendent general, Telecommunications, reported on MWA 

No. 30037799 to replace the existing obsolete MDAR and Optimo relays at both 
the Aten and Holtville substations, with an estimated cost of $392,300, and is IID 
rate funded. The item is scheduled to be presented to the Energy Consumers 
Advisory Committee on April 4, 2022. 
 

21. Amendment No. 4 to Generator Interconnection Agreement for GeoGenCo 
Project No. 501, LLC (GIA-2019-57) 

 Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Business and Regulatory Compliance, 
reported that GeoGenCo Project No. 501, LLC, requested modifications to the 
commercial operation dates in the generator interconnection agreement GIA-
2019-57 as follows: 
• In-service date of March 1, 2023, from April 1, 2022 
• Synchronization to the IID’s transmission system of June 1, 2023, from July 

1, 2022 
• Commercial operation date of September 1, 2023, from September 1, 2022 

 
The customer will deposit the remaining milestone payment of $526,960 on June 
1, 2022, originally due on August 31, 2021. 
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The item is scheduled to be presented to the Energy Consumers Advisory 
Committee on April 4, 2022. 
 

22. Amendment No. 2 to Amended and Restated Power Purchase Agreement for 
GeoGenCo Project No. 501, LLC 

 Sabrina Barber, manager, Energy Business and Regulatory Compliance, 
reported that GeoGenCo Project No. 501, LLC, requested modifications to the 
milestones under the power purchase agreement.  The customer is proposing a 
new guaranteed commercial operation date from December 15, 2022 to 
December 15, 2023 with an earliest commercial operation date of December 1, 
2023. 
 

23. Amendment No. 1 to Service Agreement No. 8100002530 for As-Needed Crane 
Services  

 Jennifer Goodsell, general services manager, requested board approval to 
increase the value of Service Agreement No. 8100002530 with Craig’s Crane & 
Services, Inc. by $30,000 to cover projected crane services for the remainder of 
the contract. The demand for crane services has significantly increased since 
the contract's solicitation, exceeding the total amount allocated under the current 
contract. 
 

24. Government Affairs/Legislative General Matters 
 Antonio Ortega, governmental affairs officer, provided an update on state and 

federal matters: 
• Governor Newsom highlighted the lithium potential in Imperial County during 

his State presentation last week, highlighting the economic opportunities in 
this region. 

• Governor Gavin Newsom has appointed Karen Douglas as the new Senior 
Advisor for Energy in the Office of the Governor. 

• Antonio Ortega thanked Vice President Cardenas and Director Hamby for 
their attendance at the congressional delegations’ meetings. 

• President Biden signed the $1.5 trillion omnibus appropriations bill, with 
Antonio Ortega reviewing earmarks requested by representatives Raul Ruiz 
and Juan Vargas related to the Salton Sea and the New River that were 
approved.   

 
25. Water Department General Matters 
 Water Manager Tina Shields reported on the following matters: 

• The snowpack, while average, only anticipates 70 percent of inflow conditions 
when it melts, which is approximately 6.5 million acre-feet. 

• Reclamation’s press release reports increased challenges at Lake Powell due 
to reservoir elevations, and they are now implementing emergency measures 
to maintain elevation above the power generation level. 

• Reclamation’s March version of the 24-month study revealed a second-tier 
shortage, with Lake Mead’s elevation dipping below 10-50 for the first time.  

• Reclamation has released a water use forecast, revealing an overrun of 
approximately 593,000-acre feet. 
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Water Manager Mike Pacheco reported on the following matters: 
• High flows are starting to increase. The South and North divisions are doing a 

great job of delivering water.  
• The Q Lateral at English Road crossing has been out for approximately a year 

or two, and IID is constructing the new crossing next week. 
• Mr. Pacheco reported on the Dogwood Bridge.  
 

26. Energy Department General Matters 
 Connie Bergmark, deputy manager of the Energy Department, reported on 

behalf of Energy Manager Marilyn del Bosque Gilbert, who was experiencing 
network connectivity issues: 
• Ms. Bergmark reported on generation status as of March 7, 2022, with 

changes since the report was compiled and reviewed.  
• Ms. Bergmark announced the appointment of Mr. Kraig Strauch as the new 

manager of generation. 
  

ADJOURNMENT―5:01 p.m. 
 
 
(This meeting was livestreamed and is accessible to the public at the IID website 
for those wishing for a full recording of the proceedings.) 
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PUBLIC COMMNETS RECEIVED VIA EMAIL 

 
 
From: Public Integrity <ivpublicintegrityproject@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 12:57 AM 
To: PublicComments <PublicComments@IID.com> 
Subject: Public Comment for March 15, 2022 Meeting 
 
[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the IID. Do not reply, click on any links or open any attachments 
unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 

On behalf of the ratepayers of the Imperial Irrigation District, we ask that the Board agendize a resolution or policy 
for the next meeting banning Director Javier Gonzalez from representing the IID in any public capacity, as well as 
from using IID logos or insignia for his own personal campaign purposes or accounts. It might be wise to adopt a 
policy that applies to all directors regarding political uses of IID insignia or using public resources such as IID emails 
for their own re-election campaigns or accounts. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Imperial Valley Public Integrity Project 
 
 

**************************************************************** 
 
 
 
From: Richard <richard10688@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 8:43 AM 
To: PublicComments <PublicComments@IID.com> 
Subject: Desert View Power action #6 
 
[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the IID. Do not reply, click on any links or 
open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
I’d like to voice my support for DVP extension I had no idea they were 100% green energy with 
zero emissions. 
That’s amazing something IID should be taking advantage of and promoting. 
 
With political agendas switching to Greener energies how long do you think before they start 
requiring a certain percentage of your energy to be green ? 
I would jump on this !!! Before it’s too late 
 
If all that’s holding you back is the ECA going up why not sign a letter of intent so DVP can do 
their outage, while you negotiate the financials some more ? 
 
I strongly urge all board members to vote yes on the extension 
 
Thank you 
 
 


