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Apr Most Prob: 3.371 maf (35%)
(decrease of 500 KAF)
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Note: Lake Powell releases into Lake Mead may be limited below 3,490’ based on the capacity and 
functionality of the four bypass tubes and the balance of reservoir storage and inflows 
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Note: Lake Powell releases into Lake Mead may be limited below 3,490’ based on the capacity and 
functionality of the four bypass tubes and the balance of reservoir storage and inflows 

Lake Powell
Key Elevations

3,526’(24%) = May 3, 2026

April 24-MS forecasted Powell breaching 
3,490’ in August with no action.
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Recent Federal Drought Response Actions

• A nearly 1.5 million acre-feet reduction in 
Lake Powell releases into Lake Mead, 
from 7.48 million acre-feet to 6 million 
acre-feet, for Water Year 2026 

• Additional releases from Upper Basin 
reservoirs, known as the Upper Initial 
Units (UIUs), in the range of 660,000 –
1,000,000 acre-feet to stabilize Lake 
Powell elevations and protect critical 
infrastructure necessary to deliver water 
to the Lower Basin and Mexico 
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Note: Lake Powell releases into Lake Mead may be limited below 3,490’ based on the capacity and 
functionality of the four bypass tubes and the balance of reservoir storage and inflows 
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Note: Lake Powell releases into Lake Mead may be limited below 3,490’ based on the capacity and 
functionality of the four bypass tubes and the balance of reservoir storage and inflows 

31%

1055.3’ = May 2026 elevation
1020±’ = May 2027 elevation projection 

(estimated to decline > 20’ alone over the 
next year due to reduced Powell release)
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Lower Division States Short-Term Proposal
• 2026-2028 near-term bridge while long-term guidelines are finalized
• Lake Powell release volumes/operations with extremely low hydrology
• Upper Initial Unit management/flow releases to support Lake Powell
• Previously proposed Lower Basin reductions

• CA 440,000 AFY (35% of 1.25 MAFY, 10% of CA apportionment)
• AZ 760,000 AFY (61% of 1.25 MAFY, 27% of AZ apportionment)
• NV 50,000 AFY (4% of 1.25 MAFY, 17% of NV apportionment)
• MX 250,000 AFY (prorata reduction estimate, subject to binational coordination)

• Additional Lower Basin system conservation (700,000 – 1,000,000 AF) 
with appropriate federal funding (CA≈300 KAF/AZ≈300 KAF/NV≈100 KAF)

• ICS Flexibility, Tribal Pools & Infrastructure/System Improvements
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https://crb.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/20260501-lower-division-states-proposal-2026-2028.pdf
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