
 

REGULATION NO. 20 

ELECTRIC LINE CONVERSION 

REPLACEMENT OF OVERHEAD WITH UNDERGROUND 
DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES (15 KV OR LESS) 

 
 
A. IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT FUNDED REPLACEMENT OF OVERHEAD 

DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES 
 

The Imperial Irrigation District (District) supports the efforts by many local communities to 
seek to remove distribution lines in certain locations for community beautification reasons.  
The District will determine as part of adoption of the annual budget consistent with the 
District’s obligations to keep customer electricity costs reasonable, the amount, if any, it is 
able to allocate to community underground programs to replace, at District’s expense, 
identified overhead distribution facilities with underground distribution facilities (15 KV or 
less) along certain public streets and roads, provided that: 

  
1. The governing body of the city or county in which such distribution facilities are and will 

be located has: 
 

a. Determined, after consultation with the District and after holding public hearings on 
the facilities to be undergrounded, that such undergrounding is in the general public 
interest for one or more of the following reasons: (i) such undergrounding will avoid 
or eliminate an unusually heavy concentration of overhead distribution facilities; (ii) 
said street or road or right-of-way is extensively used by the general public and 
carries a heavy volume  of pedestrian or vehicular traffic; (iii) the street or road or 
right-of-way adjoins or passes through a civic area or public recreation area or an area 
of unusual scenic interest to the general public; or (iv) the street or road or right-of-
way is considered an arterial street or major collector; 
 

b. Adopted an ordinance creating an underground district in the area in which both the 
existing and new facilities are and will be located requiring, among other things, that: 
(i) identified existing overhead communication and electric distribution facilities in 
such district shall be removed, (ii) each property owner served from such electric 
overhead distribution facilities shall provide, in accordance with the District’s 
regulations for underground service, all electrical facility changes on their premises 
necessary to receive service from the underground facilities of the District as soon as 
it is available; and (iii) the District is authorized to discontinue its overhead service; 
 

c. Prior to the requested undergrounding, obtained agreements with all other service 
providers who attach facilities to the affected District overhead distribution facilities 
requiring the other service providers to vacate the affected District overhead 
distribution facilities; 
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d. Established, after consultation with the District, a program for determining and 

prioritizing locations within the City or County Undergrounding District (CUD) to 
move from overhead distribution lines to an underground distribution system.  The 
prioritized areas within the CUD to be undergrounded must include all District or 
other services impacted by removal of the overhead distribution lines for at least one 
City or County block or 600 feet whichever is the greater; and 

 
e. Secured in the District’s name, all necessary rights-of-way within the CUD project 

area for the District’s underground facilities. 
 

2. The District’s total annual budgeted amount for undergrounding within any city or the 
unincorporated area of any county shall be allocated in the same ratio that the number of 
customers in such city or unincorporated area bears to the total system customers residing 
in established underground districts at the time the annual undergrounding budget is 
adopted.   

 
a. Exceedance of allocated amounts.  The amounts so allocated may be exceeded where 

the District establishes that additional participation on a project is warranted.     
 

b. Carryover of allocated amounts.  Such allocated amounts may be carried over from 
the year so allocated, for a reasonable and necessary period of time in communities 
with undergrounding programs, not to exceed three (3) years to enable the city’s 
underground district to save enough money in the account to add to possible future 
year allocations either through District funding or self-funding by residents of the 
City’s underground district pursuant to Section C to complete a specific 
undergrounding project.   Where there is a carry-over, the District has the right to set, 
as determined by its capability, reasonable limits on the rate of performance of the 
work to be financed by the funds carried over.  Where amounts are not expended or 
carried over for the community to which they are initially allocated, those funds shall 
be assigned where additional participation on a project is warranted or be reallocated 
to communities with active undergrounding programs. 
 

c. Qualification for undergrounding program.  In order to qualify as a community with 
an active undergrounding program, the governing body must have adopted an 
ordinance or ordinances creating underground district and/or district as set forth in 
Section A.1 of this regulation.   
 

d. Defined area.  The undergrounding extends for a distance of at least one block or 600 
feet, whichever is greater. 
 

3. The term “underground distribution system” means an electric distribution system (15 
KV or less) with all wires installed underground, except those wires in surface mounted 
equipment enclosures. 
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B.  APPLICANT FUNDED REPLACEMENT OF OVERHEAD DISTRIBUTION LINES 

 
In circumstances other than those covered by Section A above, the District will replace its 
existing overhead distribution facilities with underground distribution facilities along public 
streets and roads or other locations mutually agreed upon when requested by an applicant or 
applicants where all of the following conditions are met: 

 
1. All property owners served from the overhead facilities to be removed shall:  

 
a. First agree in writing to perform the wiring changes on their premises so that service 

may be furnished from the underground distribution system in accordance with the 
District’s regulations and that the District may discontinue its overhead service upon 
completion of the underground facilities, or  

 
b. Ensure that suitable legislation is in effect requiring such property owners to make 

such necessary wiring changes and authorizing the District to discontinue its 
overhead service. 

 
2. The applicant has: 

 
a. Prior to the requested undergrounding, obtained agreements with all other service 

providers who attach facilities to the affected District overhead distribution facilities 
that require the other service providers to vacate the affected District overhead 
distribution facilities; 

 
b. In accordance with the District’s specifications and regulations, furnished and 

installed the pads and vaults for transformers and associated equipment, conduits, 
ducts, boxes, pole bases; and performed other work related to structures and 
substructures including breaking of pavement, trenching, back-filling and repaving 
required in connection with the installation of the underground system; 

 
c. Secured in the District’s name, all necessary rights-of-way within the project area for 

the District’s underground facilities; 
 
d. Transferred ownership of such facilities in good condition and rights-of-way, to the 

District; and 
 
e. Paid a nonrefundable sum pursuant to District Regulations to cover all District costs 

for completing the underground system.  
 

3. The area to be undergrounded includes all services impacted by removal of the overhead 
distribution lines for at least one block or 600 feet, whichever is greater. 
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4. The term “underground distribution system” means an electric distribution system 

(15 KV or less) with all wires installed underground, except those wires in surface 
mounted equipment enclosures. 
 

C. UNDERGROUNDING DISTRICT CUSTOMER FUNDED REPLACEMENT OF 
OVERHEAD DISTRIBUTION LINES 

 
If City or County has enacted legislation to establish underground districts in conformance 
with Section A.1 above that includes voter approved fees to be collected from residents of the 
established undergrounding district, to be used to change overhead distribution lines to 
underground distribution system, District will accept the funds to expedite the 
undergrounding according to the City’s or County’s priorities and procedures established 
under Section A above.  City’s or County’s funded amounts will only be used for its 
undergrounding projects. 
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