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The Tailwater Education Program
(TEP) is an effort to regularly
monitor surface runoffand
delivery from field irrigations in
the Imperial Irrigation District
service area. The focus of the
TEP is to provide information
and education to both water
users and 11D operational staff
by continuously monitoring
headgate water delivery and
field runoff at the tailwater box
during the entire course of an
irrigation event. This data will
be used to raise awareness:of
both 11D operational staff and

the water user.
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Help you can trust

The goal of the TEP is to give growers,
irrigators and the district information that's
useful in making the most of our water
resources. Infarmation collected by the
manitoring devices will be given to you and
division staff in an effort to improve orders
and deliveries. The district will produce
charts for you that detail both delivery and
tailwater amounts. This information can
help with several decisions including when
to irrigate next and how much water to
order.

If you have questions about the
Tailwater Education Program [TEP],
please contact your division affice ar the

Irrigation Management and Monitoring

Office at
(760) 339-9081
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Fields in the ID water
B service area will be
selected at random [via
computer] for tailwater
and delivery monitoring
in the Tailwater
Education Program
[TEP). Approximately 10
percent of all fields will
be selected each
year. With more than
5,000 agricultural fields
in the IID water service area, up to 500 fields
will be monitored annually for the TEP to
record taibwater and delivery flows.

Nhat is tailwater?.

Tallwater is the surface water that runs off
the field during and after an irrigation event.

If your field is selected

D will notify you if your field is selected for TEP
monitoring. District technicians will place
water-measuring monitors on both the headgate and
tailwater box for up to three irfigation events.
Tailwater runoff should be no more than 15 percent of
delivered water for at least two out of three irrigation
events for the TEP. If your irrigations meet lID's existing
taibwater regulation standards, the monitoring effort
will be stopped and no mere monitoring will be
conducted until the field is once again chosen by
random selection for the TEP. The Tailwater Education
Program supplements, but does not replace, lID’s
normal tailwater monitoring and enforcement.

TEP seminars

If tailwater runoff exceeds 15 percent of delivered
water on two out of three TEP irrigation monitoring
events, the responsible party will be required to attend
a half-day TEP seminar focusing on water
management issues. The seminar will be held
quarterly at the 1ID Water Control Center. If you have
been asked to attend a TEP seminar your attendence is
required for your account to remain in good standing.

Why is lID doing the TEP?

While the district has long encouraged the use of
best water management practices and has
conducted a voluntary tailwater monitoring
program for more than seven years, the 1D Board
of Directors approved this new educational
outreach program in late 2004, The decision was
in response to a request by the Bureau of
RHeclamation to all users of Colorado River water
to best manage this resource due to the severity
of the drought on the Colorado River.

The goal of the program is to provide helpful
information to the district and the water user by
helping pinpoint solid on-farm management
practices or identify new ones, We feel this
program will help to promote and encourage the
best use of a limited resource.

lID and monitoring

The district is appreciative of the cooperation it
has long received from a number of growers and
irrigators who have participated in the existing
voluntary tailwater monitoring efforts. For those
growers and irrigators who will be invalved in the
new TEP, we look forward to working with you
toward a common goal.

Please know that all fields are being randomly
selected; no ane is being targeted. We appreciate
your concern for the ongeing drought conditions
within the Colorade River Basin and the efficient
water use practices already being employed by
D water users. In particular we acknowledge
those 1D customers who have improved their
water management technigues or are adding to
their ongoing efforts or irrigation practices ina
proactive effort to maximize the use of lID's
Colorado River resouces,
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